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Happening
today

©THE GOVERNMENT WILL
hold an all-party meeting to
discuss legislative and other
agenda ahead of the Budget
Session of Parliament,
which begins Wednesday.

© INDIAENERGY WEEK 2026
beginsin Goa. The fourth edition
of India’s premier annual
international energy event
willgo onuntil January 30.

TRACKTHESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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EU CENTRESTAGE ON 77TH REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATIONS

Europe & India to work together to

Key outcomes
include 5-year
comprehensive
strategic agenda,
mobility pact

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, January 26

AS NEW Delhi hosted leaders
from the European Union on
the occasion of India’s 77th Re-
public Day celebrations, Euro-
pean Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen said a
“successful India makes the
world more stable, prosperous
and secure”.

European Council Presi-
dent Antonio Luis Santos da
Costa and von der Leyen were
the chief guests at the Republic
Day function on Monday.
Thanking President Droupadi
Murmu for hosting them, von
der Leyen said, “Europe and
India are the world’s largest
democracies, committed to
working together to shape a
new global order. This is why
we are here to take our partner-
ship to new heights.”

Asthetwo Europeanleaders
co-chair the EU-India Summit
along with Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modion Tuesday, the key
outcomes include announce-
ments about a ‘comprehensive
strategic agenda for2026-2030’,
conclusion of a Free Trade
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President Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi with European Council President Antonio Costa and European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen at the Republic Day parade on Monday. tastitoseyaL FULL COVERAGE, PAGES 4,5

Conclusion of talks on FTA set to be
announced today; pact later this year

5
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The US and

Indiasharea
historicbond as the
world’s oldest and
largest democracies.”

U.S.PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP,
IN HIS R-DAY GREETINGS TO INDIA

CRUZ SAYS NAVARRO, VANCE AND
TRUMP RESISTING INDIADEAL, P 6

Ravi Dutta Mishra
New Delhi, January 26

COMMERCE SECRETARY Ra-
jesh Agarwal said on Monday
that official-level negotiations
are beingwrapped up and both
sides are set to announce the
successful conclusion of talks
on a Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) on Tuesday.

This assumes significance
as the trade deal has been dec-

ades in the making — the talks
first started in 2007 but were
abandoned in 2013 due to dif-
ferences in market access for
automobiles.

While the two sides are ex-
pected to announce the con-
clusion of negotiations at the
India-EU Summit here on
Tuesday, the formal signing
would take place later this year
after legal scrubbing of the
agreement is completed.

“After subsuming a few
chapters, Indiaand the EU have
completed talks on 21 chapters.
While the legal scrubbing of the
deal would take four to five
months, thetrade deal willcome
intoeffect by early next year after
being ratified by the European
Parliament,” an official said.

The trade agreement is ex-
pected to be among the most
comprehensive dealsthat India

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Top China general
removed for ‘leaking’
n-plan to US: Report

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, January 26

ADAY aftertop Chinese military
general Zhang Youxia was re-
ported tobe under official inves-
tigation, The Wall Street Jour-
nalreported Sunday that he was
accused of “leaking information
about the country’s nuclear
weapons program to the US”,
among other allegations.

The extraordinary charge
marks a milestone in China’s
ongoing purge of allegedly cor-
rupt military officials, which
has expanded in scope and
depth over the past three years.

Zhang, 75, is the most senior

General Zhang Youxia, 75, was
joint vice-chairperson of the
Central Military Commission

E Turbulence at
) thetop PAGE12

leader targeted so far and is
known to have enjoyed the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Age rating to list of
don’ts: Draft rules
on obscenity online

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, January 26

THE CENTRE is looking at in-
troducing draft rules to address
obscenity in online content, The
Indian Express has learnt. Be-
sides drawing some red lines —
attacks on religions or commu-
nities, inciting people, falseand
suggestive innuendos, among
others — the draft IT (Digital
Code) Rules, 2026, proposes the
classification of all digital con-
tent by age suitability.

Last March, the Supreme

Court had asked the Solicitor
General to draft proposals safe-
guarding free speech under Ar-
ticle19(1)(a) of the Constitution
while ensuring the constitu-
tionally permissible “reason-
ablerestrictions” under Article
19(2). This came in the back-
drop of public backlash against
social media influencers Ran-
veer Allahbadia and Samay
Raina over their comments.
The case is scheduled to be
heard on January 29.
According to sources, the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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10,000kg
ammonium
nitrate seized
inNagaur, 1held

Hamza Khan
Jaipur, January 26

Police in Rajasthan’s Nagaur
district has said it has arrested
one person and seized about
10,000 kgof ammonium nitrate
from a farmhouse. Describing it
as “perhaps the biggest such
seizure in Rajasthan”, Nagaur
SP Mridul Kachawa said police
hadbeenreceivingintelligence
“since long that explosive sub-
stances are being purchased,
sold and stocked in large quan-
tities in the district”.

Kachawa said police arrested
Sulaiman Khan on January 24
with about 10,000 kg of am-
monium nitrate, as well as det-
onators, detonating wires and
other materials “normally used
in mining related blasting”.

He said the farmhouse is
built in a quiet area and Khan
had stocked the explosive ma-
terials in 2-3 rooms and “basic
safety wasn’t being followed.”

The FIR has been lodged
under the Explosive Sub-
stances Act and for organised
crime, the SP said. “We will es-
tablish the forward and back-
ward linkages of the explosives.
Inthe preliminary questioning,
the facts which have come to
light are that he supplied the
explosives for legal and illegal
mining,” the SP said.

He said that Khan already
has three FIRs against him, all
related to the Explosive Sub-
stances Act, and that he has
been acquitted in one of these
three cases.

Ahead of the New Year’s Eve
too, the Rajasthan Police had
seized 150 kg of ammonium ni-
trate and other related ma-
terials from a car and arrested
two Bundi residents, Surendra
Patwa and Surendra Mochi.

ED attaches immovable assets
worth Rs 1986 crin PACL scam

Express News Service
New Delhi, January 26

THE ENFORCEMENT Direc-
torate has attached 37 immov-
able properties valued at Rs
1,986.48 crore in Ludhiana and
Jaipur as part of its money
laundering probe into the al-
leged massive fraud related to
Pearls Agro-Tech Corporation
Limited (PACL), an agency spo-
kesperson said Monday.

“The attachment, made
under the PMLA targets assets
linked to a collective invest-
ment scheme that allegedly
swindled over Rs 60,000 crore
from lakhs of investors nation-
wide. The scheme, run by M/s
PACL Ltd and related entities,
promised agricultural land de-
velopment, but delivered little,
leaving around Rs 48,000 crore
unpaid,” the spokesperson said.

“With this seizure, the ED’s
total attachmentsin the case —
covering movable and immov-
able assets in India and abroad
— now stand at approximately
Rs 7,589 crore,” the spokesper-
son stated.

PACL allegedly lured inves-
tors with the promise of land
plots and high returns under
fake real estate schemes, with-
out being registered as a Non-
Banking Financial Company,
inviolation ofthe RBI Act. Early
investors were allegedly paid
using funds from new investors,
and agents earned hefty com-
missions and were encouraged
to bring in family and friends.

The investigation stems
from a First Information Report
(FIR) registered by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
The ED registered an Enforce-
ment Case Information Report

(ECIR) in 2016, filed a prosecu-
tion complaintin 2018, and two
supplementsin 2022 and 2025.
The special PMLA court has
taken cognisance of all.

“The ED investigation has
found that investor funds, col-
lected via cash down payments
and instalments, were routed
through shell entities and
credited to accounts of the late
Nirmal Singh Bhangoo, his
family, and associates,” the spo-
kesperson said.

“These proceeds were used
to buy the attached properties,
now deemed proceeds of
crime. Non-bailable warrants
remain pending against (Bhan-
goo’s wife) Prem Kaur,
daughters Barinder Kaur and
Sukhwinder Kaur, son-in-law
Gurpratap Singh, and associate
Prateek Kumar,” the spokesper-
son added.

13-YEAR-OLD’S FAMILY ACCUSES SCHOOL OF NEGLIGENCE
Student dies after falling from auto
at residential school in Telangana

NikhilaHenry
Hyderabad, January 26

A13-YEAR-OLDstudentofaTe-
langanaSocial Welfare Residen-
tial School at Banswada in Ka-
mareddy district died Sunday
night after she fell out of a mov-
ingauto. Her family hasaccused
the school of negligence in con-
nection with the matter, and a
police case hasbeen filed.

Thegirl wasaClass 8 student
from Kodicherla village. The
incident occurred around 740
pmatthegirls’ residential school
in Borlam village.

An autorickshaw had en-
tered the campus carrying

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its
gallant officers on their Balidan Diwas.
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CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Veer Balidani Head

Veer Balidani
Constable
K. K. Sharma
35 BN
01-07-1939 To
26-01-1989
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DG and all Ranks of CRPF remember two valiant troopers of 35 Bn,

who made the supreme sacrifice while countering an ambush by LTTE
in Jaffna, Sri Lanka on 26 January 1989. CRPF salutes the bravehearts
and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani
Lance Naik

50 BN

‘s | 26-01-1991

K. D. Sharma |made the
countering an ambush in Jammu and

08-02-1953 To|Kashmir on 26 January 1991. CRPF
salutes the braveheart and pledges never
to let his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of CRPF remember
Lance Naik K. D. Sharma of 50 Bn, who

supreme sacrifice while

Veer Balidani Sub
Inspector

127 BN
10-03-1949 To
26-01-1996

Dhian Chand Sharma

Veer Balidani
Constable
C. N. Solahpur
127 BN
25-07-1969 To
26-01-1996

DG and all Ranks remember two valiant troopers of 127 Bn, who made
the supreme sacrifice while countering an attack by insurgents in
Manipur on 26 January 1996. CRPF salutes the bravehearts and
pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani
Constable
Sube Singh Yadav
29 BN
16-05-1962 To
26-01-1999
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Veer Balidani
Constable
Ashok Gedam
29 BN
01-03-1968 To
26-01-1999
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DG and all Ranks of CRPF remember two valiant troopers of 29 Bn,
who made the supreme sacrifice while countering an attack by the
insurgents in Assam on 26 January 1999. CRPF salutes the bravehearts
and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani
Constable
Ashok Kumar
54 BN
22-04-1972 To
26-01-2000

DG and all Ranks of CRPF remember
Constable Ashok Kumar of 54 Bn, who
made the supreme sacrifice in a
gunfight with the terrorists on 26
January 2000 in Anantnag, J&K. CRPF
salutes the braveheart and pledges
_never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

plastic chairs for the Republic
Day event, and students helped
unload the chairs, officials said.
After unloading, four girls re-
portedly boarded the auto for a
short ride up to the school gate.

Police said the driver slowed
near the gate to allow the girls to
alight. While three studentsdid
so without incident, the victim
purportedly jumped from the
moving vehicle and suffered a
severe head injury, officials said.
School staff rushed her to a hos-
pital in Banswada, where doc-
tors declared her dead.

The school principal, Suni-
tha, said she was not present at
thetime oftheincidentand that

staff had not noticed the stu-
dents boarding the auto. Based
on a complaint from the father
of the victim, police registered a
case under BNS section106(1) for
causingdeath duetonegligence.
The auto driver and the school
principal were booked.

The girl’s father has accused
the school management of neg-
ligence. He also told police that
the autorickshaw driver was
drivingrashly and caused the ac-
cident. The father’s complaint
said, “...the school management
should not have allowed the stu-
dents toboard the auto.”

Police said, “Prima facie it
looks like an accident.”

MP village to punish
inter-caste marriage,
elopement with social
boycott of families

Anand MohanJ
Bhopal, January 26

A VILLAGE panchayat in Rat-
lam district of Madhya Pradesh
has announced a social boycott
of families where their members
enter into love marriages, after
aseries of elopements and inter-
caste marriages over the past six
months triggered anger among
villagers.

The decision was taken ata
meeting held three days ago in
Panchewa village of Piploda
tehsil, and cameinto the public
domain after multiple videos of
the gathering surfaced on social
media.

Villagers claim that undera
dozen couples married without
family consent in the last six
months. According to resi-
dents, tensions rose further
after some of the women alleg-
edly refused to identify their
parents at police stations and
before magistrates. Following
this, ameeting of village elders,
panchayat members and resi-
dents was convened, where a
series of social and economic
restrictions were announced
against families of those who
married after eloping.

Several videos of the meet-
ing show a villager holding a
register and reading out what
he describes as a unanimous
decision of the village. In the
footage, he’s heard saying that
the decision “hasbeen taken by
all the residents of Panchewa
village. Any boy or girl who

elopes and gets married will
face restrictions, and so will
their family”. He then lists the
measures, stating that “no milk
or goods will be supplied to
such families, no one willinvite
them to social or family func-
tions, and nowork will be given
tothem in the village.”

He also announces that
“priests, barbers and other ser-
vice providers will not go to
their houses”, and adds that
“anyone who helps the couple,
shelters them, acts as a witness
to the marriage or supports
them in any way will also be so-
cially boycotted”.

After the videos went viral,
officials from the local admin-
istration visited Panchewa vil-
lage and interacted with resi-
dents in the presence of the
sarpanch. Additional District
Magistrate Shalini Shrivastava
hasalsodirected the Jaora Sub-
Divisional Magistrate to look
into the issue.

Authoritieshave said they are
looking into the video and the
circumstances under which the
decisions were taken. Ratlam
Additional Superintendent of
Police Vivek Kumar told The In-
dian Express: “The video issued
by the villagers has come to our
notice. Instructions have been
giventothe concerned police of-
ficerstoexamine the matterand
take action against those respon-
sible when we get a complaint.
The local administration has
been dispatched to the village to
speak to the residents”.

Veer Balidani

f Head Constable
Ghanshyam
Singh 70 BN

15-07-1968 To
26-01-2007

DG and all Ranks of CRPF remember
Head Constable Ghanshyam Singh of
70 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice
while countering an attack by maoists
in Odisha on 26 January 2007. CRPF
salutes the braveheart and pledges
never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

‘| Veer Balidani Head
Constable
Narender Singh
175 BN
21-11-1968 To
26-01-2012

Veer Balidani
Constable
Parasmani Jha
175 BN
02-02-1986 To

26-01-2012
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DG and all Ranks of CRPF remember two valiant troopers of 175 Bn,

who made the supreme sacrifice while countering an ambush by
insurgents in Manipur on 26 January 2012. CRPF salutes the
bravehearts and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani
Constable
Rahmatullah
Khan
12 BN

DG and all Ranks of CRPF remember
Constable Rahmatullah Khan of 12 Bn,
who made the supreme sacrifice in a
ghastly attack by the terrorists in Punjab
on 27 January 1987. CRPF salutes the
braveheart and pledges never to let his
sacrifice go in vain.

'| Veer Balidani

Constable

Badal Roy
22 BN

27-01-2014

DG and all Ranks of CRPF remember
Constable Badal Roy of 22 Bn, who made
the supreme sacrifice while rescuing
Panchayat Rozgar Sewaks, held captive by
15-05-1990 To |maoists in Jharkhand on 27 January 2014.
CRPF salutes the braveheart and pledges
never to let his sacrifice go in vain.
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‘Europe & India to shape anew global order’

Agreement, a Security and De-
fence Partnership, and amobil-
ity framework for students and
skilled professionals.

Costa thanked President
Murmu and Prime Minister
Modi for inviting the European
Union to participate in this
year’s “magnificent parade
marking India’s 77th #Repub-
licDay”. “A spectacular celebra-
tion of India’s rich history and
vibrant cultural diversity and
an embodiment of its aspir-
ations for the future,” Costa, a
former Portuguese Prime Min-
ister of Indian-origin, said.

Von der Leyen, who is
former German Defence min-
ister, described the participa-
tion of an EU military contin-
gent at the Republic Day
parade as a powerful symbol of
the deepening security cooper-
ation between the two sides. “It
will culminate tomorrow inthe
signature of our Security and
Defence Partnership,” she said,
confirming the expected out-
come that will strengthen co-
operation in maritime security,
cyber-security and counter-ter-
rorism among other areas.

Earlier in the day von der
Leyen said it was the “honor of
a lifetime to be Chief Guests at
the Republic Day celebrations”.
“A successful India makes the
world more stable, prosperous
and secure. And we all benefit,”
she said.

Afterwitnessing the Repub-
lic Day ceremony, EU's Com-
missioner for Trade and Econ-

omic Security Maros Sefcovic,
indicated that the India-EU
free trade agreement will be
concluded on Tuesday. “Being
invited asaguest for India's Re-
public Day is a profound hon-
our. There could be no more fit-
ting moment to reaffirm our
partnership - and to strengthen
it further through the con-
clusion of an ambitious EU-
IndiaFTA,” he said.

After the negotiations are
concluded, sources said the
FTA will have to go through
“legal scrubbing” and “internal
consultations” so the con-
cluded pact can proceed to
“European Parliament” for
consent and then, it will go to
the European Council’s author-
ization as quickly as possible.

Sources said the two sides
will aim to minimise time be-
tween summit conclusion and
Parliament vote, and after the
European Council’s authorisa-
tion, it will be signed between
the two sides. Usually it takes 6-
8 months to complete that en-
tire process —aswas seeninthe
EU-UK Free Trade agreement.
After it is signed, a date for op-
erationalisation will be arrived
at, and the effort willbeto puta
date by end of the year — so
that the FTA becomes oper-
ational in 2026 itself.

The EU and India had first
launched negotiations for the
free trade agreement in 2007,
before the talks were sus-
pended in 2013 due to a gap in
ambition. The negotiations

were relaunched in June 2022.

The two sides are also ex-
pected to sign amemorandum
of understanding on facilitat-
ing the mobility of Indians to
Europe — it will launch a new
cooperation framework on mo-
bility covering students, re-
searchers, seasonal workers
and highly skilled professionals
to better support Indian talent
comingto Europe. France, Ger-
many and Italy are among the
European nations that have mi-
gration and mobility partner-
ships with India.

The two sides will also start
exploratory talks on India’s as-
sociation with Horizon Europe
to scope collaboration in re-
search and innovation. They
will also hold the first EU-India
Business Forum back-to-back
with the summit (organize
leaders’ participation and busi-
ness engagement).

Sources said they will also
“inject momentum into pre-
paratory work for the India-
Middle East-Europe economic
corridor to advance connectiv-
ity (transport, digital and
energy connections)”.

Theleaders will also address
pressing global and regional is-
sues, including the importance
of an effective multilateral sys-
tem, Russia's war of aggression
against Ukraine and the need
for a comprehensive, just, and
lasting peace in the Indo-
Pacific and a free and prosper-
ous Indo-Pacific region, and
the situation in the Middle

East, sources said.

While the two sides don't
see eye-to-eye on everything,
they dosharea coreset of inter-
ests which include having a
stable international order,
sources said.

European Commission
Presidentvon der Leyen will re-
iterate the EU's message onthe
existential threat posed by the
war and the need for a full
ceasefire and meaningful ne-
gotiations.

PM Modi is also expected to
reiterate India’s diplomatic bal-
ancing act in his messages to
the European leaders on the
conflicts in Ukraine and the
peace process in Gaza. How-
ever, heisexpected topressthe
EU leadership for stronger
statements on Pakistan and
China’s behaviour.

The two visiting leaders,
who attended the ‘At-Home’ re-
ception at the Rashtrapati Bha-
van on Monday afternoon, will
be starting their day on Tues-
day with a wreath-laying and
paying tribute at Rajghat, fol-
lowed by talks with PM Modi --
restricted and then delegation-
level talks.

The European Commission
President will attend the India-
EUbusiness forum, along with
PM Modi, and then both Costa
and von der Leyen will be
hosted by President Murmu for
abanquet on Tuesday. Von der
Leyen will depart on Tuesday,
while Costa will leave
Wednesday.

Draft rules on obscenity in online content

Information and Broadcasting
Ministry has proposed the draft
IT (Digital Code) Rules, 2026,
under Section 87 (1) of the IT
Act, 2000, — to be read with
Sections 67, 67A, 67B and 66B
of the Act. Section 67 of the IT
Actprovides forimprisonment
and fine for publishing or trans-
mitting obscene material in
electronic form.

The draft IT (Digital Code)
Rules, 2026, which seems to
have been significantly bor-
rowed from the Programme
Code under the Cable TV Net-
work Rules, 1994, says any digi-
tal content shall be deemed to
be obsceneifitis “lascivious, or
appealstothe prurient interest,
orifitseffect... tendstodeprave
and corrupt persons...”

Accordingtothedraft rules,
digital content shall not:

® Offend against good taste
or decency;

® Deride any race, caste,
colour, creed and nationality;

® Contain attack on re-
ligions or communities, or vis-
uals or words contemptuous of
religious groups, or which pro-
mote communal attitudes;

® Contain anything obs-
cene, defamatory, deliberate,
false and suggestive innuendos
and half-truths;

® Tend to incite people to
crime, cause disorder or viol-
ence or breach oflaw or glorifies
violence or obscenity in any
way;

® Present violence, obscen-
ity or criminality as desirable;

® Represent indecent, vul-
gar, suggestive, repulsive or of-
fensive themes;

® (Criticise, malign or
slander any individual in petr-
son or certain groups, segments
of social, public and moral life
of the country;

® Contain visuals or words
which reflect a slandering,
ironical and snobbish attitude
in the portrayal of certain eth-
nic, linguistic and regional
groups;

® Denigrate women
through the creation or pos-
session or sharing/ accessing/
uploading or depiction in any
manner of the figure of a
women, her form or body or
any part thereof in such a way
astohavethe effect of beingin-
decent, or derogatory to
women (including objectifica-
tion of women or perpetuation
of harmful stereotypes), or is
likely to deprave, corrupt or in-
jure the public morality or mo-
rals;

® Denigrate children;

® Contain any bad language
or explicit scenes of violence, if
meant for children;

® Denigrate persons with
disabilities;

Thedraft code mandatesthe
classification of all digital con-
tent with labels based on
themes and messages, includ-
ing violence, obscenity, nudity,
sex, language, drugs and horror.
It also proposes classification of
all digital content by age suit-
ability: ‘U’ for all ages, 7+, 13+,
16+, adult-only, and specific cat-
egories for professionals like
doctors or scientists.

It suggests that all digital
content should display a
prominent content descriptor

and ageratingat the beginning
to inform users and enable in-
formed viewing decisions. Con-
tent rated U/A 13+ or higher
must have parental control
mechanisms, while adult-only
content should implement are-
liable age verification system.

All the provisions of the IT
(Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021, would also apply to
these rules.

When contacted, an I&B
Ministry spokesperson said,
“We are preparing a draft code
as per the court's directions,
which will be shared for public
consultation onceitis finalised.”

Meanwhile, the decision
hasraised concern among con-
tent curators about potential
arbitrary and widespread com-
plaints.

Industry sources said the
proposed strategy of amending
the IT Rules to introduce “civil
consequences” for obscenity
on Online Curated Content
Providers (OCCPs) threatensto
undo years of “nuanced legal
distinction” between linear
broadcast and on-demand digi-
tal streaming.

Sources said when the Inter-
mediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code wereissued,
the ministry rejected the option
to adopt the Programme Code
for OCCP platforms, acknowl-
edging the fundamental tech-
nological differences.

“This inexplicable U-turn
contradicts the government’s
broader mandate of ensuring
certainty, predictability and
continuity in policy-making.

By reversing its own under-
standing without cause, the
ministry is injecting unnecess-
ary regulatory uncertainty into
athrivingsector,” said a source.

Sources said that OCCPs
have a “pull” nature, where
content is accessed by choice.
The digital ecosystem is al-
ready equipped with age-gat-
ing, content descriptors, par-
ental locks, and curation tools
that allow adults to make in-
formed choices as opposed to
the push nature of Linear TV,
which is beamed into homes
uninvited, necessitating a pro-
gramme code to protect inad-
vertent viewers.

“Applying the analogue
broadcast-era 'obscenity' stan-
dard, originally designed for
family living rooms of the
1990s, to a password-protected,
age-gated, on-demand en-
vironment is a regression. It ig-
nores the agency of the viewer
and the technological safe-
guards inherent to OTT plat-
forms,” the source said.

Sources further said the up-
comingSupreme Court hearing
was largely precipitated by con-
cerns over insensitive and un-
regulated content on User Gen-
erated Content (UGC)
platforms, like YouTube, and it
would have been more appro-
priate to clarify to the Court that
the core issue relates to such
content, not curated content.
“It was pertinent for the minis-
try to explain the distinct
frameworks required for differ-
ent stakeholders — OCCPs,
news publishers, and UGC plat-
forms,” the source said.

Conclusion of FTA talks set tobe announced
today; pact to be signed later this year

would sign, which could bene-
fitIndia's labour intensive sec-
tors, ranging from marine
products, textiles, footwear
and sports goods. India is also
likely to open its automobile
and alcoholic beverage sec-
tors, given the EU's strong in-
terest in the areas.

As the India-EU FTA is ex-
pected to come into force by
next year, US tariffs could con-
tinue to hurt Indian exporters.
Seeking immediate support
from the government, the ap-
parel exporters wrote to Vice

President C P Radhakrishnan
last week, citing worries of job
losses on account of US tariffs.

The exporters said that
market diversification isnot a
short-term option as textile
sourcingisembedded inlong-
term buyer supply chains, and
developing alternate markets
requires “two-three years for
buyer onboarding, com-
pliance audits, and volume
scaling”.

“Abrupt loss of the US mar-
ket will lead to permanent cus-
tomer displacement and allow

competitor nations with pref-
erential access to replace
India,” Apparel Export Promo-
tion Council (AEPC) said,
while seeking interim protec-
tive measures for textile ex-
ports.

The India-EU talks had
gathered urgency amid dra-
matic shiftsin American trade
policies that have forced trade
partners globally to scout for
newer markets. While India is
facing steep 50 per cent tariffs,
the EU continues to face the
risk of higher US tariffs despite

a trade deal with Washington
due toits tech regulations and
differences over Greenland.

A key driver of the trade
deal has also been the shared
challenge of China. Indian in-
dustry has been encountering
pricing challenges, especially
while trying to scale up the
solar energy sector. The EU is
concerned about China’s
dominance in critical techno-
logies, as China holds aleading
global manufacturing position
in several areas, exposing the
EU to potential risks.

China general removed for ‘leaking’ n-plan

trust of President Xi Jinping.

Officially, Zhang and fellow
military leader Liu Zhenli, 61,
are accused of “serious disci-
pline and law violations”
which, in China, usually refers
to corruption.

Both men are members of
the all-important Central Mili-
tary Commission (CMC) of the
People’s Liberation Army

(PLA), the armed wing of the
Chinese Communist Party
(CCP). Tasked with managing
overall defence administration,
the CMC is headed by Xi him-
self. Following the latest inves-
tigation, the CMC is now at its
lowest-ever strength, with just
two of the seven spots currently
filled — all other leaders have
been purged.

New Delhi

The WSJ report also
claimed that Zhang was ac-
cused of “accepting bribes”, in-
cluding for the appointment of
aformer Defence Minister, and
forming “political cliques” for
cultivating influence. These
charges are more in line with
the kind of reasons that were
cited for removing senior offi-
cials in China in the past —

though the real motivations for
such removals are often more
complex, driven by internal
politics and other factors.

For Xi, the latest purge
marks the removal of one of the
last few leaders of his gener-
ation who wielded significant
influenceinthe top echelons of
the country's leadership
structure.
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Air quality ‘poor’ again,
rain expected today

New Delhi: After two days of
slight respite, Delhi’s air quality
slipped back to the ‘Poor’ cat-
egory, with the city logging an
AQI of 241 Monday against Sun-
day’s 153 when the air quality
was ‘Moderate’. In Noida, AQI
deteriorated from 120 on Sun-
day to 219 on Monday. Gur-
gaon’s AQI rose from 198 on
Sunday to 276 on Monday.
While rain is expected to

e Skywatch

>

Forecast: January 27,2026
Generally cloudy sky,

one or two spells of light
rain with thunderstorm
andlightning

MAX:18-20

1.1°C below normal
MIN: 9-11

3.5°C below normal

« Sunrise: 7.11 AM (January 28)
« Sunset: 5.56 pM (January 27)

« Moonrise: 12:13 pMm (January 27)
« Moonset: 2:38 AM (January 28)

bringtemporary reliefon Tues-
day, Delhi is set to returnto a
familiar winter grey. The India
Meteorological Department has
forecast a transition from rainy
spellsto aweek with foggy con-
ditions and has issued a yellow
alert for “one or two spells of
light rain” in the city on Tues-
day. Another fresh Western Dis-
turbance is expected to affect

Northwest India Friday. ENS
o AQI Tracker
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Gurgaon constable who
played key role in Bhim
Jora encounter felicitated

Abhimanyu Hazarika
Gurgaon, January 26

CONSTABLE ROHIT Balauria
of Gurgaon Police’s Sector 43
Crime Branch was felicitated by
Haryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini on the occasion of
Republic Day on Monday.

He received a commenda-
tion certificate for his contribu-
tion tothe ‘encounter’ of notori-
ous criminal Bhim Bahadur
Jorain October last year.

Constable Balauria said it
was a morale booster for not
just himself, but the entire
force. Speaking about the oper-
ation, hesaid: “...Iwasin Nepal,
undercover, for 10 days in Sep-
tember. I gathered intel on his
(Jora’s) last movements. I also
figured out how he functioned
— he would change phones
and addresses every week to

W ntondiagovin (DNationalCadetlompsindia E@HO_DL_NLL

avoid detection. We managed
totrace hislast movements and
lure him back to Delhi.”

Jora, a30-year-old Nepalese
national and agangleader, was
wanted in multiple cases and
carried areward of Rs1lakh. He
had evaded arrest for 17 months
after he allegedly got involved
in the murder of a 63-year-old
doctor during a burglary in
Delhi’s Jangpura Extension in
May 2024.

Joraheaded asyndicate op-
erating for over adecade across
cities like Delhi, Gurgaon,
Surat, Mumbai, and Bengaluru.

At the programme on Mon-
day at the Tau Devi Lal Sta-
dium, Sub-Inspectors Lalit
Kumar, Chandrakanta and
Arun, and Assistant Sub In-
spectors Ravindra and Yashpal
were also handed commenda-
tion certificates.

@Nccindiaofficial

Farewell to the “Voice of India’

Friends and family of legendary journalist Mark Tully attended his funeral in large numbers at Lodhi Road Crematorium
in New Delhi on Monday. In the background is Tully’s partner, writer and translator Gillian Wright. aniL sHARMA

SEMINAR ON CASTE AND RACE

Explain choice of speakers,
content: II'T-D to organisers

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, January 26

THE INDIAN Institute of Technology-
Delhi (IIT-Delhi) has asked “con-
cerned faculty” toexplain the “choice
of speakers and content” at a confer-
ence on caste and race organised by
the institute’s Department of Hu-
manities and Social Sciences earlier
this month. The conference, titled
‘Critical Philosophy of Caste & Race
(CPCR3): Celebrating 25 Years of Dur-
ban: Indian Contributions to Com-
batting Caste and Racism’, was held
between January 16 and 18.
IIT-Delhi, on its official X handle
on Monday, said: “Serious concerns
have been raised over the choice of
speakers and content of the confer-
ence. The Institute has sought an ex-
planation from the concerned fac-
ulty, and a fact-finding committee
with independent members has also
been set up to investigate concerns
raised about the conference. Appro-

NATIONAL CADET CORPS

Cariappa Parade Ground, Delhi Cantonment

“Rashtra Pratham, Kartavyanisht Yuva”

priate actions will be initiated in ac-
cordance with institutional protocols,
based on the committee’s findings.”

The statement followed critical
posts on X objecting to the allegedly
“onesided narrative on caste”, and al-
leged “woke nonsense” discussed at
the conference by “radical activists”.

The three-day conference in-
cluded keynote lectures and panel
sessions by scholars and activists
from Indian and foreign universities
on the themes of caste-, race-and de-
scent-based discrimination.

On the third day, in Session 5§
chaired by Gajendran Ayyathurai of
the University of Gottingen in Ger-
many, one of the papers was by Aa-
rushi Punia, an independent re-
searcher, titled ‘What’s common
between Dalits and Palestinians?’

Other speakers in the same
session included Indian American
Dalit rights activist Thenmozhi
Soundararajan on 25 Years of Racial
and Caste Equity Impact of Durban

onDalit Americans’, Smita M Patil of
the School of Gender and Develop-
mentstudies at IGNOU on ‘Intensify-
ingthe Culture: Rethinking Race and
Caste’, and the Tamil writer P Siva-
kami on ‘The Intersectional Struggle:
Decoding Caste and Gender in P Si-
vakami’s Narratives’.

Responding to a questionnaire
over email, Divya Dwivedi, professor
(Literature Philosophy) and co organ-
iser of the conference, wrote: “The
conferenceisacademicinitsaimand
scope, which is to generate critical
thinking on social inequalities to-
wards an egalitarian and sustainable
world, and it builds on existing aca-
demic research and publications in-
cluding mine which can be looked
up. The conference is devoted to pro-
moting the constitutional values of
equality, liberty, dignity and frater-
nity through scholarly discussion of
the past and present Indian contribu-
tions towards combatting social in-
equalities and social injustice...”

Prime Minister NCC Rally

- 28" January 2026

NCC inculcated the spirit of discipline, leadership and service in
the youth. Therefore, | urge the youth to join NCC in large numbep

= Hon'ble Prime Minister

ACHIEVEMENTS OF 2025

Over 75,000 cadets participated in Op Sindoor.

Mt Everest (8,848 meter) scaled by NCC contingent
involving 5 boys and 5 eirl cadets

94,400 Yuva Apda Mitra cadets are being trained in coordination with

NDMA In 315 districts across 28 States: 14,268 cadets trained.

Expansion of NCC from 17 lakh to 20 lakh cadets with 40% eirl cadets

8.5 lakh cadets attended training camps including 9 Special National Integration
Camps and 33 Ek Bharat Shreshth Bharat Camps.

Participation of nearly 1,318 Cadets in Cycling, Coral restoration, Padyatra and
Sdiling expeditions covering around 1,818 kms along Andaman and Nicobal
and Lakshadweep Islands

Participation of nearly 13,000 cadets in Marathon, Padyatra, Public Awareness
communication activities and cycling expeditions from Pune and Ranchi to Delhi
and From Guwahati to Jorhat covering around 3,302 kms.

Participation of nearly 50,000 cadets In mountaineering, trekking, white water rafting,

para jumps, para sailing, scuba divine and other adventure courses/camps.

Puneet Sagar Abhiyan - 560 tonnes plastic waste collected
and 390 tonnes recycled.

B lakh trees planted as part of Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam. 45 |akh cadets participated.

International Day
of Yoga - 8.7 lakh
cadets.

Vande Mataram
celebrations -
b lalh cadets.

{@Nccindiaofficial

Participation in National Campaigns.

Nationwide

Viksit Bharat Young
Leaders’ Dialogue Quiz
45 lakh cadets.

Swachhotsay,

celebrations, 2,094
Cleanliness Target Units.

Cyber Health
Awareness Campaigns
14,200 cadets.

Constitution Day - 4 lakh
cadets participated In
pledges and special

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

assemblies for the Preamble

Woman kidnapped in Gurgaon, 1 held

Gurgaon: A25-year-old man, accused of
kidnapping a23-year-old womanin the
Leopard Trail area of the Aravalli ranges,
was arrested in Gurgaon early on Sun-
day, police said.

According to the police, the woman
was returning from an event when the
accused allegedly approached her and
claimed that his phone wasstolen. They
said he allegedly pulled her inside a Ma-

hindra Scorpio car and drove to a for-
ested area near Leopard Trail. A friend
of the woman, who was with her at the
event, meanwhile, alerted the police. Of-
ficers said that a team reached the loca-
tion and arrested the accused. An FIR
wasregistered at Badshahpur police sta-
tion for kidnapping. Police also said that
the woman sustained injuries and re-
ceived treatment. ENS
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‘ATHOME' BRAVERY ON
RECEPTION DISPLAY
President Women CRPF
Droupadi Murmu's personnel
traditional ‘At perform stunts
Home’ at during the 77th
Rashtrapati Republic Day
Bhavan Parade, at
showcased the Kartavya Path, in
culture of the New Delhion
Northeast. Monday.

RENUKA PURI AMIT MEHRA

Pride and joy:
Marchers &
Rafales steal
R-Day show

Tableaux, kids,
special guests
celebrate the

Indian Republic

Devansh Mittal & Drishti Jain
New Delhi, January 26

ASHISH SHAH'S jaw dropped
when the Rafale aircraft
whizzed over his head. “How-
ever old you might be, the
parade and aircraft make you
feellike a child, it makes me en-
ergetic,” said the 63-year-old, a
former college professor.

Shah was among thousands
gathered along Kartavya Path
on a crisp winter morning on
Monday as India celebrated its
77th Republic Day by puttingon
ashowcase of its military might
that included elite marching
contingents, missiles and in-
digenousweapon systemsatthe
centre of the Capital.

Thiswas Shah’s first time at-
tending the parade in the na-
tional capital. There were many
like him.

The parade commenced
with President Droupadi
Murmu takingthe salute. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh,
several other Union ministers,
the country’s top military brass,
foreign diplomats, and senior
officials were amongthose pres-
ent. Thirty tableaux — 17 of
states and union territories and
13 of ministries, departments
and services —rolled down the
road to loud applause. The
show-stopper, however, was the
Indian Air Force (IAF) flypast.

In a magnificent display of
the country’s air power, the
IAF's fighterjets flewin a special
Sindoor formation. The seven-
aircraft formation comprised
two Rafales, two Su-30s, two

MiG-29s and a Jaguar aircraft.

Among the spectators was
Mona Kumari (35). Dressed in a
sari that sported the colours of
the Indian flag, she had hoped
to watch the parade with her
family. “Somehow, only my
ticket came through, no one
else’s,” she said.

Unfazed, she came alone.
“My husband dropped me atthe
gate and I watched the parade
alone. I was just amazed by the
discipline of the soldiers who
were marching, They musthave
practiced for so many days, I
can’t even imagine. It looks so
much better than watchingiton
TV,” shesaid, asmileon her face
she couldn’t contain.

For Raveena Tanwar (30),
the helicopters and fighter jets
left her in awe. “I wanted to
make sure my children actually
know what they read about in
the textbooks, so we asked a
relative to arrange some tickets
forus,” shesaid. Around 10,000
special guests from across the
country — farmers, artisans,
scientists, innovators, women
entrepreneurs, students, sport-
spersons, beneficiaries of flag-
ship government schemes, and
frontline workers — were in-
vited to the programme.

Also invited were school
children who had taken part in
various competitions held
across India to commemorate
the 150th anniversary of Vande
Mataram. One of them was Ro-
shan Arjun (16); he had come to
Delhi all the way from the town
of Cheyyar in Tamil Nadu with
his father. He was invited as he
was among the top 200 short-
listed from acrossthe countryin
aquiz held on ISRO’s work.

“I was inspired by the cel-
ebrations and I'm now more
keen toread about the Constitu-
tionand followitsideals,” Arjun,
who wants to become an astron-
ometr, said.

FLYPAST: IAF jets perform flypast in New Delhi, Monday. amiT MEHRA

UNITED IN PERFORMANCE: Around 2,500 dancers from various states perform at the Kartavya Path on Monday. TasHi ToGYAL

2,500 dance to the spirit of Vande Mataram

Drishti Jain &
Devansh Mittal
New Delhi, January 26

AS AROUND 2,500 artistes
from different parts of India —
donning traditional costumes
representing different states —
came together on Monday dur-
ing the 77th Republic Day
parade at Kartavya Path in
Delhi to perform on ‘Vande Ma-
taram’, which is also this year’s
theme, their presentation em-
bodied the spirit of India’s unity
in diversity. Different groups
presented different classical
and folk dance forms on the na-
tional song duringthe perform-

ance.
The annual parade and the
days they spent in Delhi in the
run up to the Republic Day cel-
ebrations gave them memories
they would cherish for a long
time. Performing in front of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
foreign dignitaries and many
other key personalities was a
dream come true for many.
Around 10 students of Ma-
haraja Sayajirao University in
Gujarat's Vadodara practiced
for 25 days prior to the event.
While all of them are under-
graduate students in perform-
ing arts, learning Bharatana-
tyam, a classical dance form

most of them have been prac-
ticing for at least a couple of
years, they said they were a
little anxious for this perform-
ance and wanted to putinextra
efforts.

“We practised for a long
time eventhoughitwasasmall
performance," said Divya Patel,
Assistant Professor in the Per-
forming Arts department at the
university.

Many student performers
were delighted to catch
glimpses of sorties by fighter
jets during rehearsals. “While
we couldn't see the parade
today, we have been in awe of
these formations by the jets

duringthe practice sessions,” a
student said.

Disha Handique, 20, who
along with her group of six per-
formed Sattriya, a classical
dance form from Assam, said,
“The other performances were
sobeautiful thatIcan'teven ex-
press it in words.” The group
comprises students of the Srim-
anta Sankaradeva University in
Guwahati and have been prac-
ticing for 12 days now.

However, Handique added,
“I really enjoyed the entire ex-
perience of performing in front
of so many dignitaries, but the
air in Delhi is very bad. Ever
since we landed here, the air

T oot goosebumps...: R-Day parade fuels
dream of NCC cadets to join armed forces

Drishti Jain
New Delhi, January 26

IT’S 5§ am on Monday. A group
of young National Cadet Corps
(NCC) cadets —dressed in crisp
uniforms —reach the Kartavya
Path, the venue for the Repub-
lic Day parade. All of them are
in high spirits and clear about
what they need to do.

They divide themselves in
two groups — one to help traffic
marshals and the other to
specially-abled visitors.

Once the parade has started,
and they can take a break from
their duties, they go and take
the seats as audience.

Many of them feel closer to
their dream of clearing the Cen-
tral Defence Services Exam.

Inspired, Vipin Kumar (21),
who joined the NCC in 2023,
says, “My exam is approaching

| in April. This is not just any

(L-R) NCC cadets Priyanshu, Vipin Kumar, Aryan, Sayon Mandal,

and Siddharth Agrawal. prisHTIJAIN

other day. It reminds us how
the country should function -
about our rights and equality.”

Aryan (19), another NCC
cadet, is drawing his future

roadmapin his head. “Iwas ex-
cited to see the parade today as
my father is a retired Army of-
ficer. Seeing the forces come to-
gether makes me believe in di-

versity all the more , which we
usually see in the NCC too.
Bhairav contingent is the high-
light. Iwill aim tojoin this con-
tingent in future,” he says.

Sitting next to him, cadet
Sayon Mandal (21) chimes in,
“You know, in the morning,
when we came here, it was all
so silent but as soon as the sa-
lute took place, I got goose-
bumps. One of the reasons I
joined NCC was to one day
come and witness the parade.”

Priyanshu (20), who has
been a part of NCC for two years
now, says a lot has changed
since he witnessed the parade
five years back for the first time.
“The technology plays a much
bigger role. Drones play a cru-
cial role now, thatis a big differ-
ence.”

His father works for the
Delhi Police but he aims to
make it to the armed forces.

smells different and makes us
feel alittle nauseous.”
Meanwhile, for artists from
Chhattisgarh, presenting their
folk dance, ‘Gedi’ or bamboo
dance, has been a reassurance
that the art is still alive and
thriving. In the group of 35
dancers from Bilaspur, which
also had fresh entrants, few
have been practicingsince dec-
ades. Theybegan their practice
sessions on January 6. The
sessions used tostartat 7:30 am.
“The last three days were the
most exciting when we re-
hearsed at the Kartavya Path.
This is the best experience of
my life... My parents are very

proud of me,” said Priyanshu
Bhaskar (20). Another group
member said, “This is a very
great platform to showcase our
folk dance... This costume is
also fully handmade and takes
around 12 days to make. This
gives us visibility."

There was agroup from Ma-
nipur too.

For Elina, 24, a group
member, the most treasured
memory she is taking home is
the group's visit to Sarojini
Nagar the hub of flea shopping.
“We used to get a window of a
few hours from1lamtill 3 pm...
we used to rush there. We have
brought lots of clothes."

CMnod to Rs 327 crore for
slum development projects

Express News Service
New Delhi,January 26

CM REKHA Gupta on Monday
celebrated her first Republic
Day after taking charge at her
official residence on Monday
by approving projects worth Rs
327 crore for the development
of slum clusters across Delhi.
Officials said works amounting
to Rs 44 crore have been
awarded. The CM hosted BJP
representatives from slums
and jhuggijhopri (JJ) clustersto
her residence for a lunch and
inaugurated basic infrastruc-
ture projects for the clusters.

The projects approved in-
clude public convenience com-
plexes and cement concrete
(CC) works in the lanes of JJ
clusters, said officials, besides
Atal Canteens and Ayushman
Arogya Mandirs.

“The CM also shared lunch

| with the JJ cluster represen-

CM Rekha Gupta meets party
representatives at her
residence on Monday. ExPRess

tatives and said that the Delhi
government is working with
full commitment toimproving
the living standards of citizens
residing in JJ clusters,” a state-
ment from her office read.

The programme was also at-
tended by Urban Development
Minister Ashish Sood, and
Delhi BJP chief Virendra Sach-
deva among others.

e 20-YEAR-OLD DISAPPEARED IN KONDLI NALA ON SATURDAY

Two days after man 1mmersmg idol was swept away, kin await news from divers

Upasika Singhal
New Delhi, January 26

EVER SINCE 20-year-old Vikas
drowned in the Yamuna on Sat-
urday, his brother, Rahul (32)
has been frequenting the river
bank near his home in Noida’s
Harola, desperately waiting for
an update.

Vikas, who was pursuing
graduation, and three of his
friends, said police, visited the
Kondli Nala in East Delhi,
about 3 km from his home, on
Saturday to immerse the idol
after the celebrations for Saras-
wati Puja concluded.

“Four of them went in and
only three returned. It took us
some time to realise that Vikas

never came out,” recalled
Rahul.

Search operations entered
the second day on Monday as
teams of the Uttar Pradesh
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF), along with the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), and divers from the
Delhi Boating Club continued
to comb through the black
waters.

By evening, several relatives
of Vikas had started losing pa-
tience. "Use a net... do any-
thing! How long will you make
us wait?" asked one of the
relatives as the divers con-
tinued to work.

Raghubir Singh, leading a
team of divers, remained un-

Divers on boat during the search operation on Monday. upAsikA SINGHAL

moved. "I'm doing my best
here, please understand. The
river is too full of trash to use a
net. We're working with limited

resources," he said. The
relatives, exasperated, con-
tinued to argue until Singh
turned hisboat around and left.

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

Rahul tried hard to hold
himselftogether. "[don'tblame
them (the divers) for not being
able to hold their breath under

the filthy water. Locals have
told me that there is a deep pit
under the water, on the other
side ofthe Nala. If the water was
clean, the divers would have
been able to spot him,” he said.

The NDRF has deployed
three boats to comb through
the waters with longiron rakes.

The SDRF has deployed one
boat, while the Delhi Boating
Club divers have four boats of
their own.

According to the divers' in-
charge, Harish Kumar, the dis-
tance between the Nalaand the
mouth of the Yamuna is not
more than 1km.

However, several issues
slowed down the search oper-
ation. "The call first went tothe

New Delhi

UP Police since Kondli falls be-
tween the Delhi and Noida
border," explained Raghubir
Singh, leading the team of five
divers present on scene.

“The NDRF and SDRF did
reach the place on time, but
they used boats to look for the
body. Boats move a lot of water
whenthey move, it would have
moved the body further down-
stream," he said.

Singh further alleged that
while the first call went to the
NDRF at 8 pm on Saturday, the
divers were only notified by
9:30 pm.

"Inthat one-and-halfhours,
the boats had circled the area
several times. In cases like
these, it's difficult to estimate

where thebody has moved," he
said. The divers continued op-
erationslate into the night and
had to pause around midnight
due to poor visibility. The oper-
ations resumed at 6 am the fol-
lowing day.

The divers from the Delhi
Boating Club too have faced a
slew of challenges during the
operation. "The water is ex-
tremely cold, the currentis fast
and the water levels are high,"
explained one of them, adding,
"Since the water is cold, the
temperature will not let the
body cometotheriverbed,ifhe
has died. At this point, we be-
lieve that the body can only be
retrieved once it bloats and
rises to the surface."
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WORLD HAILSLARGESTDEMOCRACY ONITSREPUBLIC DAY

“Itis with sincere appreciation thatIreflectuponthe
enduring partnership between our countries, rooted
in the shared values and mutual respect that define
The Commonwealth...Ican only commend India’s
international climate leadership through initiatives
such as the Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure...” KING CHARLES, BRITISH MONARCH

“China and India are good neighbo-
urs, friends and partners... over the
pastyear, China-Indiarelations
have continued toimprove and
develop and are of great significance [
for maintaining and promoting
world peace and prosperity...

“Onbehalf of the people of the
: 2 United States, I extend my
heartfelt congratulations to the
government and people of India
as you celebrate your 77th
Republic Day. The United
States and India share a

“TheIslamic Republic of #Iran extends its warmest
congratulations to the friendly nation and
government of the Republic of #India on their
Republic Day. We are determined to promote bilateral
relations & cooperation...” IRAN FOREIGN MINISTRY

DONALD TRUMP,
US PRESIDENT

&

Military

BrahMos, Akash, battle

tank Arjun—

weapon

systems fire up parade

Express News Service
New Delhi, January 26

IN ITS first Republic Day cel-
ebrations after Operation Sin-
door, India showcased its mili-
tary might with a display of
fighter jets, indigenously built
missiles, newly raised units and
lethal weapons used during the
military operations last year.

President of the European
Council Antonio Costa and
President of the European
Commission Ursula von der
Leyen were the chief guests at
the 77th Republic Day celebra-
tions, the theme for which was
150 years of Vande Mataram’.

The parade began with
President Droupadi Murmu
taking the salute shortly after
she arrived at Kartavya Path in
a traditional buggy along with
Costa and von der Leyen.

PM Narendra Modi, De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh,
several other Union ministers,
the country’s top military brass,
foreign diplomats and senior
officials were among the spec-
tators. Around 10,000 special
guests were invited.

BrahMos supersonic mis-
siles, Akash weapon systems,
‘Suryastra’ universal rocket
launcher system, Main Battle
Tank Arjun, Dhanush artillery
gunsand Divyastrabattery were
among the major weapon sys-
tems displayed at the parade.

Atotal of29 Indian Air Force
aircraft, including 16 fighter
jets, four transport aircraft and
nine helicopters, participated
in the flypast. Notably, two Ra-
fale jets, two MiG-29s, two Su-
30s, and one Jaguar aircraft
flew in a special Op Sindoor
formation, alongside other
formations, including trans-
port aircraft and helicopters of
theIAF. Onthe ground, the IAF
contingent comprised four of-
ficersand 144 airmen.

For thefirst time, the parade
showcased a phased Battle
Array Format of the Indian
Army, includingthe aerial com-
ponent. It showcased the Recce
element comprising the 61
Cavalry, followed by High Mo-
bility Reconnaissance Vehicle,
India’s first indigenously de-
signed Armoured Light
Specialist Vehicle. This was fol-
lowed by the T-90 BHISHMA
and Main Battle Tank Arjun
rolling past the saluting dais
with aerial support from com-
bat helicopters.

Other Mechanised Columns
included BMP-II Infantry Com-
bat Vehicle, along with Nag Mis-
sile System (Tracked) Mk-2. Ade-
tachment of Special Forces also
followed, comprising Ajayketu
All-Terrain Vehicle, Randhwaj

President Droupadi Murmu
confers the Ashoka Chakra on
Group Captain Shubhanshu
Shukla on Monday. ani

Rugged Terrain Tactical Trans-
port System and Dhawansak
Light Strike Vehicles. Following
them were Robotic Dogs, UGVs
and four Autonomous Un-
manned Ground Vehicles.

The combat support el-
ement comprised India’s new
generation unmanned warhead
arsenal showcased through
Shaktibaan and Divyastra,
mounted on specialised High
Mobility Vehicles (HMV 6x6).

They demonstrated ad-
vanced surveillance through
swarm drones, tethered drone
systems, and an indigenously
developed tactical hybrid UAV
ZOLT, employed for direction of
artillery fire. Arange of loitering
munitions were also showcased.

A glass-cased Integrated
Operational Centre, depicting
the conduct of Operation Sin-
door in brief, also rolled down
Kartavya Path.

Ananimal contingent featur-
ing soldiers alongside Bactrian
camels, Zanskar ponies, black
Kites (raptors), ingenious and
vigilant birds and Indian breed
dogs (Mudhol Hound, Rampur
Hound, Chippiparai, Kombai,
and Rajapalayam) equipped
with bullet-resistant jackets,
cameras, GPS, radios and ad-
vanced surveillance systems,
were also showcased.

A military contingent from
the EU, carrying the military
staff flag and flags of Oper-
ations Atalanta and Aspides,
the naval operations of the
grouping, also featured at the
parade. It wasthe EU's first par-
ticipationinsuch anevent out-
side of Europe.

The Indian Navy tableau
depicted a stitched ship from
the fifth century CE, now
christened INSV Kaundinya.

wishes on this great day of celebration!”
EMMANUEL MACRON, FRENCH PRESIDENT

alongside India towards a shared future.”

EMBASSY OF JAPAN IN INDIA

historicbond as the . “Happy Republic Day! Celebrating the spirit and achieving dragon and eleph-
world’s oldestand “Whata wonderful memory of the #RepublicDay we aspirations of India, and the warm friendship ant dancingtogetheris
. . shared together in 2024! My dear friend . , the richt choice f:
largest democracies @NarendraModi, dear Indian friends, my very best between our two countries. Japan is proud to walk b li ll;lgh Ct01ce or
. " oth countries”

XIJINPING, CHINESE
PRESIDENT

ithadashof Sindoor

ISARTHA PAUL
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(Clockwise from top) An Army contingent with Bactrian camels during the Republic Day
parade on Kartavya Path in New Delhi on Monday; Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis in
Mumbai; Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin and Governor RN Raviin Chennai; EU
military staff, led by Colonel Frederik Simon Spruijt, during the parade in New Delhi; West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee in Kolkata; and Leader of Opposition Rahul

Gandhi, Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge, Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, and Union

FROMJAMMU AND KASHMIR TO KERALA, A SPLASH OF CELEBRATIONS

Stalin talks diversity, Himanta says choose between vote bank politics & progress

ENS &PTI
January 26

FROM JAMMU and Kashmir to
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, states
celebrated the 77th Republic
Day across the country on Mon-
day. While J&K L-G Manoj
Sinha said that “a new dawn”
has arrived in the UT, Manipur
Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla
called for strengthening peace
and upholding ideals of the
Constitution.

Chief Ministers also shared
their messages on the occasion.
Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Aditya-
nath said the citizens of India
are the real guardians of the
Constitution, while Tamil
Nadu CM M K Stalin took a

veiled dig at the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre, saying,
“Let’s celebrate a unified India.
Not a uniform India.”

Speaking at the M A Sta-
dium in Jammu, L-G Manoj
Sinha said that “decades of sup-
pressed pain and tears are fi-
nally receiving dignity and jus-
tice”, assuring people that
“every case linked to terrorism
will be thoroughly examined,
fresh investigations will be con-
ducted, and the guilty will face
the strictest punishment”.

He described Operation
Sindoor as a “defining moment
inIndia’s national security doc-
trine” that “any terrorist attack
on its soil would be treated as
anactofwar”.

“Operation Sindoor was not
merely a military action; it was
adeclaration of India’s strategic
resolve,” he said, adding that
“we struck at the heart of the
enemy, dismantled their terror
infrastructure, exposed the hol-
lowness of nuclear threats, and
reaffirmed our unwavering
commitment to protecting na-
tional sovereignty”.

Bhalla said, “...let us resolve
to uphold the ideals of our con-
stitution, strengthen peace and
harmony, and work with dedi-
cation towards inclusive devel-
opment and social justice.” The
state has been under the Presi-
dent’s Rule since February last
year.

Karnataka Governor Thaa-
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Jammu and Kashmir L-G Manoj Sinha in Jammu on Monday. p1i

warchand Gehlot said disbur-
sals under the five guarantee
schemes, which have brought
significant changes in the lives
of women apart from increas-
ing the purchasing power of

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

families, have exceeded Rs1.13
lakh crore.

Emphasising on “many-
ness”, CM Stalin said, “We must
remain acountry where cultures
enrich one another, languages

coexist with pride and faith is a
personal truth. Our strength has
never been sameness. It has al-
ways been our many-ness.
When diversity is protected, be-
longing feels natural.”

Taking a veiled dig at the
Centre, Stalin in his message
said, “Let’s celebrate a unified
India. Not a uniform India.”

Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan
in a Facebook post called for
vigilance against forces attempt-
ing to weaken the vision of
“unity in diversity” and impose
amonolithic ideology.

“The federal concept of a
strong Centre with empowered
states is facing serious chal-
lenges. We should stand together
against policies that aim to

New Delhi

Minister Bhupender Yadav during the ‘At Home’ at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

weaken federalism by curtailing
thefinancial powers of statesand
turning constitutional institu-
tionsinto political tools,” he said.
CM Adityanath said, “The
real guardian of the Constitu-
tion is India’s citizens.”
“Whenever the basic spirit
of the Constitution is disre-
spected, itisnotjustaninsultto
the Constitution but also to
those great personalities whose
sacrifices ensured the country's
freedom,” Adityanath said.
Assam CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma said the time has come
for people to think and make a
choice whether they want “vote
bank politics” or take forward
the development journey
launched by his government

Perform duties
enshrinedin
Constitution,
says Bhagwat

ENS & PTI
New Delhi, January 26

RSS CHIEF Mohan Bhagwat on
Monday called upon citizens to
sincerely discharge their duties
enshrined inthe Constitutionto
make Indiaaleadingrepublicin
the world and “propagate the
message of happiness, peace
and dharma” tothe whole world.

Hewas addressing a gather-
ingafter unfurling the national
flag at RSS’s Muzaffarpur divi-
sional office, ‘Madhukar Nike-
tan’,on the occasion of the 77th
Republic Day.

“It is the Constitution that
teachesus dharma... Everyone
should be encouraged to read
the Preamble, the Directive
Principles of State Policy, Fun-
damental Duties, and Funda-
mental Rights,” he said.

“Our Constitution says ‘We
the People of India’ have pro-
vided the republic system to
ourselves, and we allhave torun
this country together,” he said.

“The makers of our Constitu-
tion considered dharma essen-
tial. There are laws but every-
thing runs on the basis of
dharma, which connects, uplifts
and makes everyone walk to-
gether, and does not let things
scatter. Even Ambedkar sahab
spoke many times about the
necessity of dharma,” the RSS
chief'said.

Indians abroad
mark R-Day with
patriotic fervour

Beijing, Kathmandu: Indians
across the world on Monday en-
thusiastically celebrated the
77th Republic Day, exchanging
greetings, singing the national
anthem and patriotic songs.
Dressed in vibrant traditional
dresses, the Indian diaspora cel-
ebrated the day at the country’s
missions abroad, where the na-
tional Tricolour was unfurled.
In Beijing, Ambassador Pra-
deep Kumar Rawat unfurled
the national flag and read out
extracts of President Droupadi
Murmu's address to the nation.
The Indian High Commis-
sioner tothe UK, Vikram Dorais-
wami, read out President
Murmu’s customary Republic
Day addressatadiasporagather-
ing in London. There was a
special performance of ‘Vande
Mataram’ by singers from the
Bengal Heritage Foundation in
the UK. “It wasn’tjust a perform-
ance to remind us of the song,
but also reflected the value that
the song has in our national
mental memory,” hesaid. PTI

during the last five years.

Hesaid that people must de-
cide whether they want to “sur-
render to Bangladeshi Mus-
lims” or be part of progress and
development. “We have de-
cided not to surrender to the
Bangladeshi Muslims who have
encroached uponhuge areas of
land and threatened our ident-
ity, culture and traditions. We
have started the process of re-
claiming our land by evicting
the encroachers,” he said.

Sarma said his government
was committed to protect
people’s ‘maati’ (land), ‘bheti’
(foundation), ‘sanskriti’ (cul-
ture) and ‘parichay’ (identity)
to protect and secure the rights
of the future generation.
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Fire at two godowns in Bengal’s
South 24 Parganas district kills 7

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, January 26

AT LEAST seven persons were
killed and several others miss-
ing after a fire broke out in two
adjoining godowns in West
Bengal’s South 24 Parganas
district on Monday, police
said.

The blaze was brought
under control after a seven-
hour firefight, a senior police
officer said.

While three badly charred
bodies were recovered around
S pm during a search oper-
ation in the adjacent godowns,
four more were found later,
the officer said.

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,Jyoti Singhala,W/0 Amit
Kumar,R/0,H-1403,13TH Floor
Tower-H,Prateek
Wisteria,Sector
77,Noida,Gautam-Buddha
Nagar,U.P-201301,have
changed my name to Jyoti.

0040835132-2

I,ANIS AHMAD,S/0O CHAND
MOHAMMAD,H.NO-95
OPPOSITE,ESCORT HOSPITAL-
SARAI JULLENA,NEW-FRIENDS
COLONY,DELHI-110025,have
changed my name to ANISH
AHMAD,for all,future purpose.

0040835132-7

LSUNIL KUMAR,S/O PREM
SINGH,R/0O H.N.125,SECTOR-07,
GOHANA-131301,DISTT
SONIPAT,Haryana.Have
Changed My Name To
SUNIL,Permanently.

0040835132-4

I, SATNARAIN GUPTA,S/O RAM
SARUP GUPTA,R/O
GLOBAL,HOUSE,WARD 07,0LD-
ANAJ MANDI, GOHANA-
131301,DISTT
SONIPAT,Haryana.Have
Changed My Name To SATYA
NARAYAN GUPTA,Permanently

0040835132-6

LROHIT KUMAR/ROHIT
SHARMA,S/O-ASHOK KUMAR
SHARMA,H.NO-358,GALI.NO-
6,JWALA NAGAR SHAHDARA
DELHI-110032.change my name
to ROHIT KUMAR SHARMA.

0040835132-9

I,Karishma Kaur Sethi
W/o,Hitesh Vashist R/o-
15/20,Gali.No-1,Near Beri Wala
Bagh,New Shanti
Nagar,Gurgaon,(Haryana),hav
e changed my name to
Karishma Sethi,for
all,Purposes.

0040835132-1

I,ASHOK KUMAR/ASHOK
SHARMA,S/O-JODHA
SINGH,H.NO-358,GALINO-
6,JWALA-NAGAR
SHAHDARA,DELHI-
110032.change my name to
ASHOK KUMAR SHARMA.

0040835132-8

I,Gaurav Mourya,S/0-Anil
Kumar Mourya,R/0O-A-
17/15,17th-Floor,Tower-A
Himalaya Pride Gh-10B Ek
Murti Chowk-Greater
Noida,Gautam-Budh
Nagar,Uttar Pradesh-
201308,Have Changed My
Name To Gaurav
Maurya,Permanently.

0040835132-5

I,Amit Kumar Singhala C/0
Purshotam Dass,R/O H-
1403,13TH-Floor Tower-
H,Prateek Wisteria Sector-
77,Noida,Gautam
Buddha-Nagar,U.P-201301,have
changed my name to Amit
Kumar. 0040835132-3

l,Intjaar S/o-Naseer Ahmed,C-
12/36-A,Gali Akhare,Wali.No.-2,
Chauhan-Banger,
Seelampur,Delhi-
110053,hitherto changed the
name of myselfand my-
father,from Intjaar,S/o-Naseer
Ahmed to Irtiza Ahmad,S/o-
Naseer Ahmad. 0040835132-10

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public that my
client Ms. Saburi, daughter of Mrs. Damyanti
resident of Masjid Moth, South Extension-Il,
New Delhi, has voluntarily severed all personal,
social and financial ties with her biological father
Sh. Shyam Sunder Saini. My client states that
she is financially independent and self-reliant.
Except for payments made strictly pursuant to
the directions of a competent court, the said
biological father has not voluntarily contributed
to my client's upbringing, education, maintenance
or welfare. Such court-directed payments do
not create any present or future financial, legal
or moral obligation upon my client. My client
hereby declares that she shall not be responsible
or liable for any acts, conduct, transactions, debts,
loans, liabilities or obligations of her biological
father whether past, present or future. Any person
or entity dealing with him shall do so entirely
at their own risk and responsibility . Further, the
said biological father has no right, title, interest,
claim or authority over any income, assets,
properties (movable or immovable), investments,
saving or belongings of my client, whether
acquired in the past, held at present or acquired
in the future. This notice is issued for public
information and legal clarity.
Shashikant (Advocate)
Ch. No. D-209, Karkardooma Court, Delhi-32

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it Known to all that Smt. Usha Verma D/o Late Shri
Brij Krishna Wife of Shri Gyan Prakash Verma R/o Flat
No. 203, C Pocket C Sidhartha Extension New
Delhi-110014 mobile NO. 8178682252. I am the Legal
Owner of LIG Flat No. 123, Sector A-9, Pocket 4 Narela
Delhi-110040, File No. L/339 (190)2005/NPRS/NA which
is allotted by the DDA New Delhi- 110023, ALLOTMENT
LETTER, ORIGINAL PAPERS, DEMAND CUM
ALLOTMENT LETTER, POSSESSION LETTER has
been lost/ misplaced which were with my father Late Shri
Brij Krishna who Died 29.06.2014 Related Papers,
Documents in respect of Flat no. 123, 1st Floor Sector A-9,
Property Category LIG Narela Delhi allotted by DDA on
FIR (Information Report). In resect of Article Documents
lost in Delhi on FIR this effect has been lodged in the Police
Station House Officer, PS Crime Branch Delhi, SO No.
430/2014, LR No. 532682/2023 Dated 08.06.2023. Any
Person(s) found in possession of original Letter Documents
File no. L/339/(190)2005/ NPRS/NA may write Contact
with above address Mobile No. 8178682252. The Person
Claiming any right, Interest personally inform or write to
Dy Director (LIG-Housing) D Block, 3rd Floor, Vikas
Sadan DDA New Delhi-110023.

Vance, Navarro & Trump resisting
India trade deal: US Senator Cruz

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, January 26

US REPUBLICAN Senator Ted
Cruz has blamed President
Donald Trump, Vice-President

- JD Vance and White House

economic adviser Peter Na-
varro for resisting a trade deal
with India, according to a US
media report.

Meanwhile, greeting India
on the occasion of Republic
Day, Trump said the US and
India share a historic bond as
the world's oldest and largest
democracies.

“On behalf of the people of
the United States, I extend my
heartfelt congratulations tothe
government and people of
India as you celebrate your 77th
Republic Day,” the US President
said. “The United States and
India share a historic bond as
the world's oldest and largest
democracies,” he said in a
message put out on social
media by the US Embassy in
New Delhi.

US Senator Ted Cruz

According to a report in
Axios, a US media outlet, Cruz
told donorsin private meetings
about “battling” the White
House to accept a trade agree-
ment with India. Axios cited
audio recordings of conversa-
tions - reportedly provided by a
Republican source.

When adonor asked whoin
the administration was resist-
ing the deal, Cruz mentioned
White House economic adviser
Peter Navarro, Vance and
“sometimes” Trump, the report

EXPLAINED

Rubio’s peace signal

amid trade impasse

Senator from President
Trump’s own party, Ted Cruz,
allegesin private conversa-
tionsrecorded last year that
top USleadership was resist-
ingatrade deal withIndia.
However, warm Republic Day
messages from Trump and
MarcoRubiosignal “achhe
din” for bilateral relations.

said citing a nearly 10-minute-
long recording from early and
mid-2025.

The Texas Republican sena-
tor, who is eyeing a 2028 White
House run, also warned that
Trump'stariffs could decimate
the economy and lead to hisim-
peachment. Cruzsaid that after
Trump introduced the tariffsin
early April 2025, he and a few

other senators had a call with
the President in which they
urged him to stand down.

He said the lengthy call,
which stretched past midnight,
“did not go well,” and that Tru-
mpwas “yelling” and “cursing.”

Ties between India and US
have strained over the past few
months since the Trump-led
administration imposed S0 per
cent tariffs, including 25 per
cent for buying Russian oil.

Trump has alsobeen claim-
ing credit for brokering the
ceasefire between India and
Pakistan in May last year, dur-
ing Operation Sindoor, a claim
denied by India. Earlier this
month, US Commerce Secre-
tary Howard Lutnick claimed
that the trade deal with India
did not happen because Prime
Minister Narendra Modi did
not call President Trump.

However, since US Ambassa-
dortoIndiaSergio Gor hascome
to India earlier this month, ef-
forts are underway to bring the
tiesback on track. Trade negoti-

ators have had a call, and India
hasbeen invited tojoin PaxSilica
—astrategicinitiative by the US
on critical minerals. Also, a
three-member bipartisan US
Congressional delegation met
External Affairs minister S Jai-
shankar over the weekend.

On Monday, US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio also ex-
tended greetings toIndiaonthe
occasion of Republic Day and
said the two nations share a
“historic bond.” “From our
close cooperation on defense,
energy, critical minerals, and
emerging technologies to our
multi-layered engagement
through the Quad, the US-India
relationship delivers real re-
sults for our two countries and
for the Indo-Pacific region,” he
said.

“Ilook forward to working
together to advance our shared
objectives in the year ahead,”
Rubio said in a statement.

Ambassador Sergio Gor also
greeted India after attending
the Republic Day celebrations.

Bareilly city magistrate threatens to quit, cites
new UGCregulations, Shankaracharya row

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, January 26

PROTESTING AGAINST the
new University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) regulations, as
well as the alleged manhand-
ling of Swami Avimukteshwa-
ranand Saraswati, Provincial
Civil Service (PCS) officer Alan-
kar Agnihotri said on Monday
that he was resigning. A 2019-
batch officer, Agnihotri is cur-
rently posted as Bareilly City
Magistrate.

The snap decision created
ripples, sources said, with
meetings continuing late into
Monday evening to control the
situation.

The new rules notified by the
UGC on January 13 — the Pro-
motion of Equity in Higher Edu-
cation Institutions Regulations,
2026 — have been criticised by
general category students, ar-

e OVERTHE HEDGE

guingthat the framework could
lead to discrimination against
them. The rules mandate all
higher education institutionsto
form ‘equity committees’ tolook
intodiscrimination complaints.
These committees need to in-
clude members of OBCs, SCs,
STs, persons with disabilities,
and women.

There were reports Monday
evening of some BJP office-
bearers in Noida and Lucknow
too resigning in protest over
these rules, though there was
no confirmation of same.

Posting a photo on social
media of him standing outside
hisresidence with a poster that
read “#UGC rollback, kala ka-
noon wapas lo (take back the
black law)”, Agnihotri alleged
that the UGC rules would lead
to “harassment” of general cat-
egory students.

It also read “Shankara-

* CROSSWORD 5896
i 2 3 DO YOU THINK THE ARC OF THE
UNIVERSE REALLY BENDS
TOWARD JUSTICEZ

ACROSS

1 Aimed for highest church
post in the Christian era (7)

5 Face value of shares is fixed
in the capital (5)

8 A ledger perhaps and what it
records? (6,2,5)

9 One fat round (5)

10 A heavenly intervention? (7)
11 No king would make him the
ruler (6)

12 Gets on the stage (6)

15 Is put on perhaps but
nimbly gets away (4,3)

17 Formal wear for dogs? (5)

19 Animprover of the

view (6,7)

20 He composed some
enjoyable harmonies (5)

21 All together lazily following
the sun (7)
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11t is struck by forgers (5)
2Softening the blow? (7,1,5)

3 Managed to hold the first man
coming up fast (7)

4 Doctor hasleft to become a
cattleman (6)

5 Plate gets broken - abit of a
bloomer (5)

6 Made new distribution of a
report in dope shock (13)

7 Joint stakes (7)

11 Restoration novelin
authentic setting (7)

13 To a male cooking thisis a
simple ingredient (7)

14 They once held criminal
funds (6)

16 Do come up with our
bouquet (5)

18 How to water some flowers? (5)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 5895 ACROSS: 1Ahead, 8 External, 9 Blurb, 10
Ethereal, 11 Tipsy, 12 Ace, 16 Skiing, 17 Relent, 18 Oar, 23 Debut, 24 In charge,
25 Smith, 26 Hold fast, 27 Inane DOWN: 2 Helsinki, 3 Acrostic, 4 Exotic, 5
Renew, 6 Onset, 7 Slily, 12 Ago, 13 Err, 14 Aldermen, 15 Unbutton, 19 August,

20 Tithe, 21 Scale, 22 Waifs

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.

Complainers change their complaints, but they never reduce

the ___of

CMAEO

TINTS

spent in complaining. - Mason Cooley (5,.,4)

ACEMNU
29 8% |
HSUUMM

i3 ’ R o
| | I

Aaj009 uose - ‘Bujuiejdwod ulJuads awn Jo unowe
8yl 8onpal Janau Ayl ing ‘sjuiejdwod Jisyl abueyd sisuiejdwo) :YIMSNY
SNWWNH ‘Uswnay Jung ‘sewo)/oswed :SNOILNTOS

GUYS!
EVEN BETIER....

<’

charya aur sanaton ka yeh
apmannahisahega Hindustan
(Indiawill not tolerate this insult
to Shankaracharya and the Sa-
natan [Hindu] tradition).” It
ended with the words ‘boycott
BJP’, ‘boycott Brahmin MP
MLA. The controversy over Sa-
raswati, the “Shankaracharya”
or chief of the Jyotirmath in Ut-
tarakhand, was over the UP Po-
lice allegedly preventing him
from takingaholy dip at the Tri-
veni Sangam on the occasion of
Mauni AmavasyaonJanuary 18
—theincident hassince turned
into a political battlefield.
Later in the day, Agnihotri
told media persons about the
reasons for his resignation. “I
have made both reasons clear.
First, Shankaracharyajiand his
disciples were subjected to dis-
respect... and the government
failed totake notice. Second, the
UGCregulations... declare gen-

eral category studentssolely ac-
countable,” he claimed.

He went on to allege that
“an anti-Brahmin campaign is
going on in the Uttar Pradesh
government”. Sources said
while Agnihotri continued to
issue statements against the
government on social media,
attempts were made to enter
into a dialogue with him.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Bareilly Commissioner
Bhupendra Chaudhary said,
“The matter hascometoourno-
tice and we are examining it.
Soon, adecision will be taken on
(it).” Asenior officer in the state
government said till late even-
ing, no official resignation from
Agnihotri was received by the
Appointments Department.

Stating that there is a proto-
col tobe followed for any PCS of-
ficertotender their resignation,
the senior officer said: “After in-
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forming their higher-ups, they
should hand over the resigna-
tion [letter] to the Appointments
Department, which is then ac-
cepted by the Governor. In this
case, it is a mere letter that has
been made public but has not
yet been received by the Ap-
pointments Department.”
Sources in the government
also said disciplinary action
against Agnihotri was being
considered astill his resignation
isnot officially received and ac-
cepted, hewould continuetobe
in government service and Ser-
vice Rules would apply to him.
Agnihotri hails from Kan-
pur. He has a BTech degree
from IIT-BHU along with a de-
greein Law. He served as Addi-
tional Municipal Commis-
sioner, Lucknow, from 2003 to
2005. He has also served as
Deputy Collectorate in Etah,
Balrampur and Unnao.

*ROYALSTARS

Houses setonfire
in Manipur village,
militants claim
responsibility

Jimmy Leivon
Imphal, January 26

SUSPECTED MEMBERS of a
Naga militant group set a few
houses belonging to the Kuki-
Zo community on fire in Ma-
nipur's Kangpokpi district on
Monday. Theincident occurred
at K Songlung-II village under
Kangchup police station, police
confirmed. While three houses
and an SUV were set on fire,
there have been no reports of
any injuries, police said.

Ateamofpoliceledby DIGS
PKangpokpi have rushed tothe
area. While a faction of the Ze-
liangrong United Front (ZUF),
an armed militant group, have
claimed responsibility for the
incident, a Kuki-Zo group has
demanded action in the matter
within 24 hours, threatening to
shut down the highways.

Several videos of the inci-
dent, purportedly showing
burning houses in a hilly area,
have surfaced on social media
platforms.

In an unsigned statement,
ZUF, allegedly led by Kamson,
who goes by only one name,
said, “ZUF has intensified its
decisive campaign against il-
legal poppy cultivation, nar-
cotics trafficking, and unlawful
encroachmentbyillegal immi-
grants within the ancestral,
customary, and historical terri-
tory of the Zeliangrong Inpui
Naga people.”

The statement further read,
“Despite repeated public alerts
and time granted for peaceful
compliance, enforcement ac-
tionwas carried outat12.15pm...
burnt the farm houses, farms
and dismantled other essential
materials against illegal poppy
cultivation and unauthorised
structures in the Waphong area
of the Songnung Sadar Hills,
Kangpokpi District, Manipur.”

Many Kuki-Zo civil bodies,
including the Indigenous
Tribal Leader’s Forum (ITLF),
Sadar Hills Chief Association
(SAHILCA), Committee on
Tribal Unity (COTU), among
others, condemned the outfit.

COTU, a Kuki-Zo group in
Kangpokpi, issued an ultima-
tum to the government, de-
manding the arrest of those be-
hind the incident in 24 hours.

BY GEORGIANICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): You're a take-charge leader
and today you will demonstrate your ability to influence a
group to do your bidding. These might be younger, cre-

ative people. Tonight: Travel and talk.

I
=

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Your ambition is aroused.
You're determined to get what you want but you might
clash with an authority figure. Remember what your ob-
jectiveis. Tonight: Check your money.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): This is a tricky day but you
will have the advantage over other signs. Nevertheless,

steer clear of disputes and arguments about politics, re-
ligion and racial issues. Tread carefully. Tonight: You win.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Be as diplomatic as you
can to achieve what you want when dealing with issues
about inheritances, shared property or insurance claims.

Don’t let things escalate into intense situations. They
could get nasty. Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Patience and diplomacy are
your best friends today, because partners might oppose
you, creating a Mexican standoff. This is the classic day
for ego battles and power struggles. Don't let things es-
calate. Be cool. Tonight: Friendships.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): This is arestless day. Later in
the day and tonight, you are noticed by others. Some
people will know details about your private life. You're

working hard to accomplish something, which is why this
will be a productive day. Tonight: You’re high-viz.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Parents must be patient when

threatening. Instead, channel your energy into your work
or health. Seek a diversion. Tonight: Get better organised.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB 19): Today you have an oppor-
tunity to accomplish a great deal or to wreak havoc. Think

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): This is actually an excellent
day to tackle hard work and get a lot done. In fact, you will

out for aggressive, pushy people. Avoid dangerous neigh-

* MARVIN BY TOMARMSTRONG dealing with their kids. Likewise, a romantic argument
— might quickly escalate into something unpleasant.
| HOFPE THIS o Sports activities also might lead to f'ighting, evenviol-
ISN'T GOING TO I'VE GOT A ence. Take a breath; cool down. Tonight: Explore.
TAKE TOO LONG! ¥ VERY BUSY SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): Avoid dangerous neigh-
§ SCHEDLULE bourhoods or people who are quick to anger. The vibes
E today could become ruthless because Mars is lined up
FLANNED
i TODAY with Pluto, which represents a burst of energy and a de-
i A termination to take over a situation. Tonight: Check
i T, your finances.
i N SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): By nature, you are
1 - i ,[, upbeat and optimistic. Remember this if today you fall
g prey to aninflated ego. Avoid dangerous neighbour-
hoods. Avoid negative people. Take the high road — the
" . view is better. Tonight: Cooperate.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL 1s O CAPRICORN (DEC 23-JAN 20)’ Avoid money
INSTRUCTIONS g |7 3 4 = 11319|6!712|8/4|5 squabbles or quarrels about possessions. At the least,
To solve a Sudoku S these will frustrate you, and at the worst, they’ll become
puzzle, every digit from E B 3 — 2 T B 'B 4 5 3 g 1
|| Lisemusiogpeeis 2|1/714] |5 = | (|8/4/5[139[27/6
% each of the nine vertical 3 D 575 e 182 971653
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i . —
é and in each of the nine 9 1 N 6/2/3|5/1(4|9/8|7 of the moment when Uncle Ben tells Spider Man, ‘Re-
0 boxes. 5 2 618 3 = 5971386141112 member, with great power comes great responsibility.
- 5 (@) Today you have great power. Tonight: Socialise and play.
¢ | DIFFICULTY LEVEL 1 4 516 — 3/8/2/4/5|/1|7|6|9
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6s = Genius | :
bourhoods. Keep your wits about you. Tonight: Relax.
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Republic Day
Appearance

Months after his exit as
Vice-President and Rajya
Sabha Chairman in Julylast
year, Jagdeep Dhankhar
made his presence felt at
Kartavya Path on Monday,
attending the Republic Day
Parade alongside Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla. Dhank-
har has maintained a stoic
silence and remained
reclusive following his
suddenresignationinthe
middle of Parliament
session last year, citing
health issues.

Row over Row,
Missing Patka

Identified with “youthful
energy” that canbrave
harsh north Indian winter
eveninaT-shirt, Congress
MP and Leader of Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi turned
upinatraditional kurta-pa-
jama at President Droupadi
Murmu’s At Home function.
Congress sources said it was
more in keeping with the
nature and mood of the oc-
casion. Gandhi, however,
had to face attacks from the
BJPwith party leader Amit
Malviya trolling him for not
wearing traditional north-
eastern ‘patka’ giventoall
guests. The Congress too
attacked the government
for making Gandhiand
party president Mallikarjun
Kharge sit two rows behind
Union Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan duringthe
Republic Day parade.

UP:16-year-old
girl strangled to
death, four held

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, January 26

TO TEACH a 16-year-old girl “a
lesson for playing them”, two
men allegedly strangled herand
placed her body on a railway
track, where it was run over by
a passing train, said the Luck-
now Police.

The two accused, alongwith
two of their aides, were arrested
on Republic Day, said police.

Accordingto police, the duo
— Anshu Gautam alias Lucky
(20) and Ashiq Yadav (20) —are
friends. Police said the accused
killed the girl, suspecting she
was allegedly in a relationship
with both of them. Suresh Singh,
in-charge of the police station
concerned, said Anshu, Ashiq
and the otheraccused —Rinshu
Yadav and Vaibhav Singh Rajput
— workin a private factory.

Shrine panel chief says decision in
upcoming meeting, even as official
claims all stakeholders not consulted

Aiswarya Raj
Dehradun, January 26

THE TEMPLE committees of
Char Dham shrines may pass
resolutions banning the entry
of “non-Hindus” into the
temple premises, with the Ba-
drinath-Kedarnath Temple
Committee president, Hemant
Dwivedi, saying a decision will
be passed at the upcoming
board meeting.

However, a senior office-
bearer of the Board said that no
discussion has taken place on
this. The next meeting, to chart
the budget, is scheduled
for February.

Dwivedi said that the entry
of all non-Hindus will be
banned. “We will convene our
board meetingand passthisres-
olution. Wewill also discussthe
matter with the administration
and the Chief Minister. There
are similar demands regarding
the entry of non-Hindus on the
ghats in Haridwar,” Dwivedi
told reporters.

However, the office-bearer,
who did not wish to be named,
said that the matter has not
come up so far, and the state-
ment was made without con-
sultation with the Board or
stakeholders. “This is a matter
we need to discuss with stake-
holders, including the traders
and labourers. Most of these
groups are non-Hindus; how
can we ask them to leave? Cur-
rently, only those who adhereto
the practices of the religion
enter the temple. Besides, those
who accompany government
officers and dignitaries are also
non-Hindus,” said the member.

He added that Sikhs, Jains,
and Buddhists will not be ex-
cluded. “He should have said
that non-Sanatanis are tobe ex-
cluded,” he added.

The Temple Committee is
an undertaking of the govern-
ment with 17 members, estab-
lished under the 1948 Act of
Uttar Pradesh. The administra-
tion of both Kedarnath and Ba-
drinath temples is governed by

Tl

Over 17 lakh people visited Kedarnath in 2025. p1i

the committee, which includes
public representatives, a chair-
man, members, and govern-
ment officials. The chairman
and vice chairman are nomi-
nated by the state government.

Meanwhile, the chairman of
the Shri Gangotri Dham Temple
Committee, Dharmanand Sem-
wal, said the board will deliber-
ate on a similar proposal. “We
also demand that those who
hurt our religion should not be
given entry. The CM has also
said that it will be discussed be-
causethisisageneral sentiment
that residents have raised,” he
said. Asked about the entry of
people, including the Governor,
Gurmeet Singh, whobelongs to
the Sikh religion, he said, “Sikhs

have come from Hinduism and
worship our lords... No resol-
ution has been passed in the
commiittee yet. If passed, it will
be forwarded to the administra-
tion, and if they approve, it will
beimplemented,” Semwal said,
addingthatthisisanascentde-
mand currently. “We will dis-
cuss who is a non-Hindu,”
he said.

The four Dhams are visited
by many people, including in-
ternational tourists from across
the world, who come for trekk-
ing. The four pilgrimage sites
recorded footfall of 511akh in
2025, of which Badrinath Dham
reported 16.6 lakh visitors. Ke-
darnath remained the temple
with the highest footfall with

17.68 1akh pilgrims.

Former chief minister and
Congress leader Harish Rawat
said that the BJP is resorting to
communal polarisation. “It has
nothing to do with Hindu pil-
grimage. In Har Ki Pauri, mu-
nicipal bylaws have restricted
the entry of non-Hindus, and
people have been following this
since then. There is a general
sentiment that those from other
religions keep away from these
places. Those who would earlier
gatekeep their religious places
have started opening them to
all, while Hinduism, which is
known for being open to all, is
closingits doors,” he said.

Rawat asked, “If the head of
the state is a non-Hindu, will
you decide that those areas will
be out of bounds and out of
theirjurisdiction?”

Meanwhile, senior Congress
leader Suryakant Dhasmana
said that thisis an agenda to di-
vert people’s attention fromreal
issues. “They have propped up
hoardings at Har Ki Pauri in Ha-
ridwar. International tourists
visit these places. How will you
bar these people? Anyone can
enter any public space under
the Constitution. These are
gimmicks for distracting
people,” he said.

FIRUNDERUP’S ANTI-CONVERSION LAW FILED AGAINST FIVE MUSLIM GIRLS

After Moradabad burga row, one girl sent out of
town, another stops tuitions, third skips school

SamanHusain
Moradabad, January 26

TILL Amonth-old CCTV footage
surfaced last week, appearingto
show six giggling girls putting a
burqaononeofthem, they were
known to be a tight group.
Neighbours and students of
Class 12 in a school in Morada-
bad, they would together walk to
and from a tuition centre where
they were preparing for NEET.

Now, after the filingof an FIR
under the Uttar Pradesh Prohib-
ition of Unlawful Conversion of
Religion Act against the five
Muslimgirlsin the group, atleast
one has been sent away to her
grandparents’ place, while
another has stopped going for
tuitions. The families of the ac-
cused are hoping the matter will
get resolved. It was “a case of
misunderstanding”, they say.

The uncle of one of the ac-
cused girlssays: “All the families
met along with some local
leaders on Sunday. Everyone
agreesthiswasamistake ofjudg-
ment that the girlsmadein their
childishness.”

The stringent UP Act was in-
voked after the family of the sole
Hindu girl in the group alleged
she was pressured by the others
to wear a burga while they were
returning from tuition classes.
Barring one girl who is 20, the
rest are between the ages of 16
and 18 and minors.

Police said the matter is

Probe indicates 6 were friends; case
of misunderstanding, say villagers

v

The lane where the CCTV video was recorded. sAMAN HUSSAIN

under investigation and that no
arrests have been madesofar.In
case of “forcible conversion” of
minors, women or SC/STs, the
UP Act can involve punishment
between three and 10 years, and
afine of atleast Rs 25,000.
Thetuition classes the six at-
tended are held by a teacher
from their school in Sahu Kunj,
an area with predominantly
Hindu households. Itwasashort
walk from the neighbouring vil-
lages where the six live, both of
which have a mixed population.
Inspector Ashok Kumatr, the
investigating officer in the case,
said: “The CCTV footage is from
December 20, 2025...we are in-

vestigating why the girlshad an
extra burqga. The FIR was regis-
tered on January 22 after the
video began circulating.”

Inthefootage, allthegirlsare
laughing as the Hindu girl is
handed a burga. One of the girls
isheard saying she willlook good
wearingit.

The complaint was filed by
the Hindu girl’s brother, who
runs a mobile phone shop.

Rajeev Chaudhary, whose
CCTV camera captured theinci-
dent, said, “Some womensitting
outside mentioned thata Hindu
girl was being made to wear a
burqga.Ithenchecked my CCTV
footage and shared it with police.

Idon’t know how the video went
viral,” he told The Indian Ex-
press. Inspector Kumar said that
theyhad recorded the statement
ofthe Hindu girl,and were yet to
question the five friends named
inthe FIR.

In her statement, the Hindu
girl claimed she was friends with
only one of the five girls, the one
carrying the burqga. While she
has alleged that the group en-
couraged her to wear the burqa,
the uncle of one of the accused
girlssaid thefivehad carried the
burqa only to help their Hindu
friend avoid being seen by her
family as they were planning to
gotoalocal eatery for snacks.

“Myniecehastold usthatthe
Hindugirl’sbrother forbade her
from going anywhere else after
tuitions. Since hisshopislocated
on her way home, she was wor-
ried about being seen. The girls
thought covering her with a
burga would help her avoid
troubleathome,” theunclesaid.

He added that since the case
was registered, his niece has
stopped attending school and
has been sent to her maternal
grandmother’shome.

The family members of
anotheraccused girl alsosaid the
incident had been misunder-
stood and that there was no in-
tention to pressure anyone or in-
terfere with religious beliefs. A
former village pradhan, the
father of the girl said his
daughter wasbeingunfairlyim-

plicated simply because she ap-
peared in the CCTV footage.
“Shewasonly present there. She
did not force anyone to do any-
thing,” he said. “We respect all
religions. Women in our family
wear sarees too on some occa-
sions, and burgaisjust a form of
clothing for us. There wasnore-
ligiousagenda...” He said he will
send hisdaughtertoschool only
for the board exams now.

Additional Superintendent
of Police, Moradabad, Kunwar
Akash Singh said the police are
examining all the versions care-
fully. “Preliminary inquiry indi-
cates that the girls knew each
other and studied together... We
are investigating the allegations
in detail. No arrests have been
madeso far.”

Sincethe case wasfiled, other
allegations have been made, in-
cluding that the Hindu girl was
being “encouraged” to eat non-
vegetarian food. “...they said
gravy gravy kha lo, usmein kya
hota hai (They said just eat the
gravy, what’sinit),” she hastold
police. She has also said the
friends would talk positively
about Islam.

“We were always against
their friendship,” says the girl’s
brother, adding, “she has
stopped going to tuitions”.

The tuition teacher dis-
tanced himself from the entire
matter. Hedidn’t know anything
aboutthesix, hetold ThelIndian
Express.
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Vehicles caught in a traffic jam as heavy snowfall chokes highways
and roads in Manali on Monday. p1i

HIMACHAL PRADESH

Tourists stranded in Manali asroads
blocked; more snowfall likely today

HUNDREDS OF tourists are stranded in Manali after heavy
snowfall in the region led to blockage oflocal link roads in
the popular tourist destination and surrounding areas,
leadingtolonglines of vehicles on adjoining routes,
officials said on Monday. The Met office has forecast heavy
snowfall in the higher hills of Himachal Pradesh on Tues-
day, issuing an orange alert for Kullu, Kinnaur, Chamba,
and Lahaul and Spiti districts. Police have advised people
to avoid unnecessary travel until weather conditions
improve and to refrain from visiting high-altitude areas.
According to officials, tourists who had reached Manali
prior tothe snowfall are restricted to their
accommodations as the thoroughfares are closed. PTI

Kingpinin
codeine cough

syrup case held

KANPUR POLICE has
arrested adrugkingpin for
hisalleged rolein running
aninter-state network
involvedintheillegal trade
of codeine-based cough
syrup and narcotic drugs,
officials said. Vinod Agrawal
was arrested on Sunday
from Narnaul, Haryana, said
DCP (Crime) Shrawan
Kumar Singh. The accused
was involved inillegal pro-
curement, storage and sale
of narcotic drugs, and inter-
state trafficking, he said. PTI

2boys run over
by train while

chasingKkite

TWO BOYS, 10 and 13 years
of age, chasingaKkiteona
railway track on
Chandigarh’s outsKirts,
were run over by a train, of-
ficials said on Monday. A
group of boys were chasing
aKkite, which had got
detached from its string,
and failed to notice the ap-
proachingtrain, the GRP
official said. Theincident
took place on Sunday even-
ing near Harmilap Nagar
colonyin Baltana area

of Chandigarh. PTI

11 security personnel
injured in sixIED
blasts in Chhattisgarh

Jayprakash S Naidu
Raipur, January 26

ELEVEN JAWANSwereinjured
in six IED blasts during anti-
Maoist operations in Chhattis-
garh’s Bijapur on the eve of
Republic Day. All the jawans
were airlifted to Raipur
for treatment.

Actingoninformation about
the presence of a formation of
Maoistsin the west of Usur in Bi-
japur district, a joint operation
was undertaken on Saturday by
the District Reserve Guard
(DRG) and the Central Reserve
Police Force’s (CRPF) elite Com-
mando Battalion for Resolute
Action (CoBRA).

The operation took place
near the Karegutta hills, which
fall on the Chhattisgarh-Telan-
gana border. The most deadly
battalion of the Maoists’ People’s
Liberation Guerrilla Army
(PLGA), Battalion 1, is said to be
holed upinthehills. Thoughitis

not clear if Battalion 1 was in-
volved in the blasts, it has been
learnt that Battalion 1 still has
over 100 armed fighters.

Of the 11 injured jawans, 10
are from the DRG, and oneis a
sub-inspector with CoBRA.
While threejawans suffered seri-
ousleginjuries, three othershad
splinter injuriesin theireyesdue
to the blasts. “It was difficult to
evacuate them fromthe spotdue
to the tough terrain, but all of
them havebeen rescued and air-
lifted in a chopper to Raipur for
better treatment. Allofthem are
out of danger. They are stable,
oriented and conscious,” said a
police officer.

This vyear, forces have
gunned down 20 Maoists in
Chhattisgarh. In 2024 and 2025,
over 500 Maoists were gunned
down by forces, with a majority
of themin the Bijapur district.In
the same period, 42 security per-
sonnel and 117 civilians were
killed in Maoist violence.

FROM VELLAPPALLY NATESAN TO JAMAAT-E-ISLAMI HIND AND CHRISTIAN GROUP CAASA, SEVERAL OUTFITS TRYING TO SHAPE STATE’S POLITICAL DISCOURSE
Kerala powerbrokers: Caste, religious outfits that parties can’tignore in poll season

CAPITALCONTEXT
BY L1z MATHEW

A WEEKLY LOOK AT POLITICS
IN A STATE FROM NEW DELHI

IN THE bipolarlandscape of Ke-
ralapolitics that the BJPis seek-
ingtobreak, a rather important
and yet overlooked role is that of
major community organisa-
tions representing different
caste and religious interests.

Withjustmonthstogo forthe
Assembly elections, outfitssuch
asthe Nair Service Society (NSS)
and Sree Narayana Dharma Pari-
palana (SNDP) Yogam, the Sa-
mastha Kerala Jem-iyyathul
Ulama (AP faction) and Jamaat-
e-IslamiHind, and the Christian
Association and Alliance for So-
cial Action (CAASA) aretryingto
playarolein state politicsas caste
and religious questions domi-
nate the discourse.

While these outfits have
their spheres of influence, the

degree towhich they determine
the voting choices of their
members remains uncertain.

Left and Hindu votes

The NSS and the SNDP are
among Kerala’s mostinfluential
caste groups, and their support
for the CPI(M)-led LDF has cre-
ated a stir as it came at a time
when two CPI(M) leaders made
comments viewed as attempts
to polarise the situation.

First, earlier this month,
former state minister A K Balan
alleged that if the Congress-led
UDF returned to power, the
Home Department would effec-
tively be controlled by the Ja-
maat and communal violence
like the one that occurred in
Marad in Kozhikode in 2002
could happen again. Even as
Balan faced backlash from the
Congressand the Jamaat, CM Pi-
narayi Vijayan came out in his
party colleague’s defence.

Then, state minister Saji Che-
riyan triggered a firestorm by

linkingthelocal body poll results
in Kasargode and Malappuram
—twoMuslim-dominated areas
— to communal polarisation.
The statement drew criticism
from within the party and its
supportbase, forcing Cheriyanto
retract his comments.

In recent months, there has
been a quiet shift by SNDP
leader Vellappally Natesan to-
wardsthe CPI(M). Natesan, who
is from the backward Ezhava
community, told the Varthama-
nam podcast of ieMalayalam
that Vijayan would return to
power for an unprecedented
third term. This growing prox-
imity between the CM and a
leader known for making anti-
Muslim remarks has also caused
discomfort between the CPI(M)
and the CPI.

Natesan’s son Thushar Vel-
lappally continues to head the
SNDP’s political arm Bharath
DharmaJanaSena, whichis part
of the BJP-led NDA. On Sunday,
inasignificant decision, the BJP-

NSS’s Sukumaran Nair (left) on Monday said unity with the SNDP, led
by Vellappally Natesan, was not possible in a ‘new political scenario’

led Centre announced the
Padma Bhushan for Natesan.
On Monday, NSS general secre-
tary Sukumaran Nair said unity
between the NSS and the SNDP
was not possible in a “new politi-
cal scenario”, making an about-
turn within a week of the two
outfits issuing a Hindu unity
call. Sources close to Natesan at-
tributed the decision to “in-
fluence by state Congress
leaders”.

Forthe CPI(M), the supportof
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these outfits isimportant to con-
solidate the Hindu vote — Hin-
dus constitute 55% of the popu-
lation, as per the 2011 Census —
as it did not get the support of
Muslims in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls. It also wants to stop Ezha-
vas from mobilising for the BJP.
This also comes at a time
whentheBJPistryingtoturnthe
Sabarimala gold scandal into an
electoralissue. With the CPI(M)’s
sufferingin the 2019 LS pollsdue
to its support for the entry of

Outfits and their

spheres of influence

eNair Service Society (NSS)

eSree Narayana Dharma
Paripalana (SNDP) Yogam

eSamastha Kerala Jem-iyyathul
Ulama (AP faction)

eJamaat-e-IslamiHind

eChristian Association and
Alliance for Social Action (CAASA)

women of menstruating age in
Sabarimala, the party hopes to
offset any damage this time with
the help of SNDP and NSS.

Muslim outfits

In a state where Muslims
make up 27% of the population,
the support of the Jamaat has
been a contentious matter be-
tween the LDF and the UDF.
While the CPI(M) has targeted
the Congress for accepting the
Jamaat’s support — Vijayan has

New Delhi

alleged that the outfit’s core
ideology is “fundamentally
against secularism and democ-
racy” — the presence of state
minister V Abdurahiman and
MLA Daleema Jojo at separate
Jamaat functions provided the
Congress with the ammunition
tohitback. The Jamaat plays an
important role in shaping the
socio-political ideas of the com-
munity throughits TV channel,
newspaper, and publications in
English and Urdu.

Anotherimportant minority
communityleaderis AP Aboob-
acker Musliyarwhois aninfluen-
tial voice in the Sunni commu-
nity. He heads the AP faction of
Samastha Kerala Jem-iyyathul
Ulama, an organisation of Sunni
scholars. He is also a vocal critic
ofthe Jamaat, accusingit of pur-
suing the ideological goal of cre-
ating an Islamic nation.

The Christian vote

The Christian vote — the
community comprises 18% of

the population — has largely
been with the UDF, while show-
ing support for the Left in some
pockets. This time, the BJP, with
its Christian outreach, is also a
claimant.

Inajolttothe UDF, the Kerala
Congress (Mani), a party backed
by Christians and one of its long-
standing constituents, recently
walked into the LDF. This has
raised questions about which
way the Christian vote will swing,

In recent years, CAASA,
which claims to have the sup-
port of 17 Christian denomina-
tions, has also come to the fore.
The outfit, which its critics ac-
cuse ofleaningtowards the RSS,
has often shared anti-Muslim
sentiments with Hindu outfits.
However, the local body elec-
tions did not indicate that the
CAASA had any impact. Amid
all this, the entry into the NDA
of garment major KITEX’s party
Twenty20 is being viewed by
someasthe BJP’sattempttowin
over a section of Christians.



® WEB EXCLUSIVE

I see my sons’ gentleness as essential
rebellion against the ‘manosphere’.
— By Smita Tharoor

Log on to www.indianexpress.com

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

The Editorial Page

® WORDLY WISE

In a time of universal deceit, telling the
truth is a revolutionary act.

— George Orwell

8 TUESDAY, JANUARY 27,2026 )
e
smendianeXPRESS - A § rules-based order crumbles, only
RAMNATH GOENK - ld h
i GOEN reforms can shield the economy
Bﬁ%@%i%gggg ARILJI:F H 026 HAS BEGUN with asense of  centquarters. Canurban consumption com- Thesecond rotationisthe cyclicalmak-  capital augmentation is India’s biggest im-

Dial down, Bangladesh
should play in India

N UNSPORTING spectacle is playing in the cricket
arena, involvingbans and ultimatums and brinkman-
ship. That this is unfolding between two nations and
twoneighbours with overlapping histories and cultural
intimacies that have contributed to regional stability makes it
even more of a self-goal for India and Bangladesh. Sports is not
alwaysinsulated from politics, and it is true that India-Bangladesh
tiesare currently in a fragile moment. Even so, the ICC diktat that
has forced Bangladesh out of the upcoming T20 World Cup, and
theeventsthatled up toit, showcase the takeover of an escalatory
reactiveness and a paralysis of long-termist diplomacy. This is
more so in India, the much larger player, on and off the field.

Bangladesh’s exclusion from the tournament comes after
itsgovernment reiterated that its players would find it difficult
to play in India because of “security concerns” after the BCCI
asked the Kolkata Knight Riders to — unreasonably — remove
Bangladesh seamer Mustafizur Rahman from its squad. The
BCCI decision pointed to “recent developments”, that is, the
attacksin Bangladesh onreligious minorities. The targeting of
minority Hindus amid a weakening state authority on the
watch of the Mohammad Yunus-led interim government is a
serious concern. New Delhi has done well to flag this — loudly
and clearly. But this categorical message is undermined when
the BCCI, the behemoth, targets an individual player who has
nothing to do with law enforcement or state policy, and when
itis seen to be pandering to online troll brigades. In effect, this
hasonly narrowed one of the few remaining spaces for people-
to-people engagement, while reinforcing perceptions in Bang-
ladesh of a heavy-handed Delhi.

Ever since the events of August 2024, when a students’ upris-
ing toppled the Sheikh Hasina government, India-Bangladesh
tieshave yettorecover their footing. Now, the February elections
in Bangladesh offer a chance for both Delhi and Dhaka to turn
the page. Even asSheikh Hasina continuesto find refuge in India
—and she should — External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s visit
to Dhaka to attend Khaleda Zia's funeral, and his meeting with
Tarique Rahman, her son and BNP chief, acknowledged thatim-
perative. A Delhi-Dhaka reset will depend on both sides moving
carefully — the “ghuspaithiya” rhetoric ahead of elections in
Assam and West Bengal, and anti-India posturing by parties
ahead of pollsin Bangladesh, will be watched closely. In this pre-
carious time, both countries must let cricket be. The Delhi-Dhaka
relationship istoo valuable to be hijacked by grandstanding or by
letting hardliners run away with the ball. If both sides dial down
and a Bangladesh X1 plays in India, it will be a win-win.

Trump’s foot soldiers
unleash domestic terror

HE KILLING of Alex Pretti, a 37-year-old nurse, in Min-
neapolis by US Border Patrol agents — less than three
weeks after the killing of Renée Good in the same city
by an Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
agent — is shocking. Videos make it clear that a scuffle began
when an agent pushed awoman and Pretti tried tointervene. He
was pepper-sprayed, after which another officer fired 10 rounds
into him. The Trump administration’s defence — that Pretti in-
tended to “do maximum damage and massacre law enforce-
ment” —is contradicted by the video evidence. Equally disturb-
ing is the speed with which officials labelled Pretti a “domestic
terrorist” even before an investigation began. Good, shot dead at
point-blank range, was also accused of “domestic terrorism”.

Donald Trump returned to power on an aggressive anti-im-
migration platform, and over the past year, ahardline federal en-
forcement strategy seems to have handed agencies like ICE and
the US Border Patrol a blank cheque. Although they are legally
mandated toenforce immigration laws in the interest of national
security, the expansive powers they have been granted, in a cli-
mate ofimpunity, have led to arecord number of detentionsand
deaths in ICE custody in 2025 — the most in two decades. The
overreach of federal agents is now claiming US citizens with no
criminal history as its victims.

Even though he said on Monday that he is “reviewing every-
thing”, the alacrity with which Trump has defended the federal
agents suggests that accountability will be evaded. An indepen-
dent probe is the only way forward. The federal government has
prevented investigations by the state of Minnesota. The fatal
shooting has brought the already fragile relationship between
the federal and state governments to a tipping point. Under press-
ure from Democrats, the media and a handful of Republicans,
Trump may yet call ICE and other agents off. But if the culture of
impunity persists, it will lead to a severe erosion of trust between
citizensand the government —atrust thatis fundamental tothe
social contract that sustains a democracy.

When spirituality
gocs clubbing

N HIS first “Mann ki Baat” of the year, Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi mentioned the trend of bhajan clubbing. It is

the name given to a new wave of spiritual expression,

where bhajans are being reimagined in a contemporary,
club-style format — in the PM’s words, it is about “spirituality
and modernity merging beautifully”.

Every generation interprets culture in ways that it can rec-
ognise and respond to. Bhajan clubbing isa modern twist tothe
call-and-response format, engineered for maximum crowd par-
ticipation, especially from the young and the restless. In aworld
measuring its life by the gloss of social media, one that is roiled
by political turbulence, bhajan clubbing appears like a tether,
away to connect with oneself, an attempt to reach one’s roots.
Sold-out shows by international kirtan artists such as Krishna
Das and Radhika Das and the proliferation of bhajan-clubbing
concerts across the country seem to attest to the fact that it has
struck a chord with India's young.

Foran older generation, bhajan clubbingis athrowbacktothe
global counterculture movement of the Sixties thatlooked tothe
religious and cultural traditions of the East — yoga, meditation,
classical music — for inspiration. The Beatles’ famous retreat to
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi’sashram in Rishikesh in 1968 to cometo
terms with their dizzying fame and find their way to inner peace
wasa turning point in their careers. It marked a shift in their music
— captured most effectively in their White Album — and in how
they thought of fame, nature, spirituality and creativity. Can bha-
jan clubbing, too, motivate somethingsimilar? A re-engagement
with traditions beyond the spectacle, a moment of cultural shift
once the novelty wears off? That remains to be seen.

cautious optimism that the econ-
omy is experiencing a cyclical up-
swing. Recent GDP printshave sur-
prised to the upside, credit growth
isacceleratingand some surveys reveal busi-
ness sentiment may be firming. Near-term
buoyancy should not be surprising. The
economy has benefitted from a raft of sup-
portsin2025: GST and income tax cuts, mon-
etary and regulatory easing, positive terms-
of-trade impulses from lower crude prices,
and a second successive strong monsoon.
Together, these tailwinds aredrivinga cycli-
callift. The real question is: What will it take
for growth to remain strong once the cyclical
impulses fade? To do so, the economy must
successfully navigate two rotations.

The first rotation is of demand drivers.
Post-pandemic growth was driven by asurge
in publicinvestment, arevival of the real es-
tate sector, and strong service exports. But
several of theseimpulses are fading. Central
capex grew 30 per cent annually for four
years post-pandemic but this pace was al-
ways going to strain the economy’s absorp-
tive capacity. So, central capex has down-
shifted to around a 10 per cent annual pace
even as state capex risks being cannibalised
by competitive populism. Meanwhile, resi-
dential real estate has slowed sharply over
the last year, unsurprising because it was
beingdriven narrowly by the upper echelon,
who have likely reached some saturation
point. For the recovery to sustain, demand
needs to rotate towards the post-pandemic
laggards of private consumption and private
investment. What will this entail?

Urban and rural consumption have been
in a game of whack-a-mole since the pan-
demic. Can they finally grow in unison?
Rural consumption has lifted smartly in re-

plement it? Autos have picked up nicely post
the GST cuts, but the rest of urban consump-
tion looks more tentative. Consumer dur-
ables production haslifted only modestlyin
recent months and much of the pick-up in
personal credit growth is gold loans —
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ing way for the structural. The space for
more cyclical support is exhausted. Ram-
pant Chinese excess capacity is likely to
keepinflation contained but also pull nom-
inal GDP growth into single digits. Assum-
ing 9 per cent nominal growth for the fore-

underpinned by rising collateral from sur- SAJJID 7 seeable future, the combined (central and
ging gold prices — suggesting it is more CHINOY state) fiscal deficit will need to be reduced
supply-driven than strong demand. Mean- by another percentage point of GDPjustto
while, growth of the wage bill of listed com- keep public debt/GDP at 80 per cent. There
panies has slowed from 15 per cent in 2022 is no further space for fiscal support. Par-
and 2023 to mid single digits in 2025. The enthetically, lower nominal GDP prospects
breadth and durability of the consumption also accentuate perceptions that India’s
recovery will, therefore, come down to equity market is expensive and explains
whether household balance sheets and em- why foreign portfolio flows have been re-
ployment can strengthen enough in 2026. luctant. Meanwhile, low inflation can keep
Goods exports have been resilient in monetary policy in play but with real rates
the face of punitive US tariffs, with ex- already down to 1.25 per cent, the space for
porters finding alternative markets. That more support, if any, is very modest.
said, non-oil export growth rates slowed The implication: Cyclical supports
to 3 per cent (in nominal dollars) by the must make way for structural underpin-
end of last year. Exports therefore have nings. Policymakers must be commended
their work cut out in 2026. for jumpstarting this process both by
What does all this imply for private bringing reforms back on the table (GST
capex? In a world floating with Chinese ex- rationalisation, new labour codes, 100 per
cess capacity and riddled with US policy ca- cent FDI in insurance) and not succum-
priciousness, a broad-based private invest- bing to export pessimism (by signing a
ment recovery will require both strong slew of free trade agreements). But the
domestic demand visibility and animal structural ask is long. Over the last two
spirits. Itisunsurprising, therefore, decades, growth has become pre-
that cash flow statements of listed In aworld floating with maturely capital-intensive and
companies reveal capex slowed in : : thereis an urgent need to reverse
the first half of this fiscal year com- Chlr.lese exce.ss cap aCIt.y and this drift. Only labour-intensive
riddled with US policy

pared to last year, in contrast to
market expectations. Instead, the
fate of private capex hinges on the
strength of the consumption and
exportsrecovery. Canadurable re-
covery ofthelatter finally crowd in
the former? That remains the $4-
trillion question for 2026.

capriciousness, a broad-based
private investment recovery
will require both strong
domestic demand visibility
and animal spirits

growth will generate the house-
hold incomes to drive sustained
consumption growth. But this
will require the labour force to be-
come more employable — as it
competes with capital — through
a mission-like focus on educa-
tion, skilling and health. Human

perative over the next decade. Ifindustrial
policy is to be exercised, it must be in la-
bour-intensive sectors and formalisation
must not push up the marginal cost of la-
bour to the point that businesses, paradox-
ically, turn more capital-intensive.

Meanwhile, the export push must be
taken toitslogical conclusion by joining the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPPTP), a
large free trading block that accounts for 15
per cent of global trade. The upcoming
budget is the perfect opportunity to simplify,
rationalise and liberalise customs duties, im-
ports tariffs and non-tariff barriers such as
QCOs.Theold adage —animport tariffisan
export tax —hasnever been truerin aworld
of global supply chains.

Thereisnotimetowaste. Overthelast10
years, per capita GDP growth in US dollars
hasclocked 59 per cent. Toreach $15,000 per
capita by 2047, the asking rate of per capita
growth in dollars is 8 per cent for the next 22
years, at a time when India’s working age
population growth —which averaged 1.5 per
centoverthelast decade — will progressively
g0 to zero. The quantum of labour produc-
tivity growth needed in these circumstances,
will require a relentless pace of reform.

The task before us is clear and daunting
but notimpossible. Atatime when the rules-
based global order is falling apart and being
replaced by the law of the jungle, only sus-
tained economic reformswill induce invest-
ment, attract capital flows, create jobs, and
thereby create a protective sheath around
the economy against a hostile and precarious
global backdrop.

The writer is head of Asia Economics
at JP Morgan Chase Bank

Amid ICE crackdown, missing = Whodecided 2016 was
in action: Democrats
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Trump’s

ramping up of
deportationsis

horrendous
and dangerous.
Butitis part of

along-term
agenda shared
by Republicans
and Democrats

ONALD TRUMP’S ICE is ter-
rorising American cities.
Thousands are being
snatched off the streets, and
drivers are being pulled over

by masked and warrantless ICE agents in
unmarked cars. Peaceful activist and
mother Renee Good was brutally mur-
dered by ICE agents in Minneapolis. The
public approval rating for ICE has plum-
meted since Trump took office, and a ma-
jority of Americans now disapprove of ICE.
Trump’s own popularity has cratered toan
unprecedented low. Yet, the Democratic
Party has refused to fight Trump and the
Republican Party. This is because creating
and funding ICE and super-exploiting im-
migrant workers for Wall Street’s greed
have always been a bipartisan agenda.

The Democrats control the governor’s
office and majorities in both houses of the
legislature in 16 states. They control the
mayor’s office in 67 of the 100 largest cities,
many of which have experienced some of
the most shocking attacks by ICE. These
Democrats could declare today that their
cities will stop all collaboration with ICE,
and follow through. Data reveals that ICE
arrests are substantially greater in states
where police and other departments coop-
erate with and share data with ICE. Demo-
cratic mayors and city councils could pass
emergency legislation banning local
agencies from sharing data with ICE and
enforce the law with serious penalties, in-
cluding firing, for agency heads. Local
Democrats could pass emergency legisla-
tion banning ICE and all other law enforce-
ment officers from wearing masks. They
can use their public platforms, which can
reach millions of working people, tolaunch
mass protests and civil disobedience.

The Democratic Party has failed to carry
outasingle one of these actions. In Minnea-
polis, the Democrats, led by Mayor Jacob
Frey and Minnesota Governor Tim Walz,
have allowed ICE to launch its dreaded Op-
eration Metro Surge, which has unleashed
3,000 agents in the city. The Democratic
Party controls Washington state, where I
reside. Chillingly, the state’s agencies
allowed federal agencies such as ICE and
Homeland Security to query the state’s De-
partment of Licensing database nearly 2.7
million times in 2025 alone.

Trump’s ramping up of deportations is
horrendous and dangerous. But it is part of
along-term agendashared by Republicans
and Democrats. The 4.4 million deport-
ations plus border expulsions under Joe
Biden exceeded those during any single
presidential term since Republican George
W Bush’s second term. During the eight
years of Barack Obama, over 3 million
people were deported, more than all 20th-
century presidents combined, earninghim
the title “Deporter-in-Chief”. The Demo-
cratic Party is not a “lesser evil”. Both
parties are responsible for brutal attacks on
immigrants and working people, atrocities
around the world, imperialist wars, and the
plundering of resources worldwide, which
itself drives immigration.

Attacks on immigrants are endemic to
this system, not only in the US, but globally.
The capitalist classimpoverishesindigenous
communities and creates refugees and im-
migrants. Oncetheimmigrantsarriveinthe
economically advanced nation, it is in the
capitalists’ interests to oppress them to keep
the workingclassdivided. By keeping immi-
grant workers marginalised, paid lower-tier
wages, and always fearful of deportation, the
bosses can set the (low) bar for wages and
working conditions. They pit native-born
workers againstimmigrant workersinacon-
tinual race to the bottom. This is why we
need international working-class solidarity
against this anti-immigrant agenda.

In the US, we urgently need mass pro-
tests, peaceful civil disobedience, and
strike actions. When Trump instituted his
abhorrent Muslim travel ban in January
2017 during his first term, my socialist Se-
attle City Council office led the SeaTac air-
port shutdown, disregarding the objections
of many Democratic politicians and oper-
atives who opposed our mass civil dis-
obedience. We need to bring that back to
defeat Trump and both parties of the
American billionaire class. Working people
need to fight to win historic victories such
as free healthcare for all by taxing the rich,
national rent control, a $25-an-hour mini-
mum wage, and a permanent end to all US
military aid to Israel.

The writer is a former Seattle City Council
member who is now running for US Congress
as an independent antiwar socialist
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SONAL GUPTA

best year™?

MAGINE IF the algorithm were a person, or well, a bunch
of people, sittingin abackroom sifting through online con-
tentto curate your “For You” feed. They’d know you the best.
One ofthem would chuckle at a particularly “dank” meme,
maybe an inside joke that only you two share, before pro-
jecting it onto your screen. Exceptitisn’ta person, butamachine
that haslearned to identify the content you like and react to.

So, who decided it was time to repost memories from 2016,
the algorithm or us? Snapshots from a decade ago have re-
appeared everywhere on social media. It was the era before we
had “looksmaxxed”, “aura-farmed”, or “ate”. 2016, now wearing
Retrica’s yellow-tint, appears like a simpler time.

Thetrend itselfisn’t new. Humans love to reminisce, and the
algorithm has figured out thatlooking back keeps usscrolling. In
2019, we posted photos from 2009. In the early 2010s, #throw-
backthursday became aweekly ritual. Instagram resurfaces pho-
tos from “Story” archives, while Google Photos compiles heart-

And as we generously romanticise the past, many assert that
2016 was the last “best year” — a claim contested by the politics
of thatyear. Donald Trump came to power in the US. The UK left
the European Union. And the Indian government decided tode-

So, why does 2016 feel simpler than the equally tumultuous
2026? The answer may lie in what changed about social media
that year. The algorithms that now feed us this nostalgia are the
same ones that, in 2016, transformed the internet into a hyper-

Facebook changed its News Feed in 2009 to prioritise “rel-
evance” over chronological order, and soon, other platforms fol-
lowed suit. In 2016, Instagram announced it would abandon chro-
nological feeds in favour of algorithmic curation to show
“moments we believe you will care about the most™. Twitter, now
X, introduced asimilar feature toshow “best tweets first”. The ef-
fects of this shift have been measurable and profound. Research
shows algorithmic curation can funnel users into echo chambers.
Ragebait, moral panics and hot takes elicit strong reactions that
spill offline. And the prioritisation of short-form video content

Inthe yearssince, the algorithm hasreceived countless make-
oversand Al-powered upgrades. Social media transformed from
the town’s message board into a parallel virtual space, and now,
as bots and Al slop proliferate, it increasingly looks less human.
When a trend goes viral now, it’s nearly impossible to tell: Is this

The nostalgia for 2016 seems to be driven by both. There’s no
denying that when you post your 2016 photo, it feels like an act
of shared cultural experience. We choose to find connections on
platformsdesigned tobeisolating. And the algorithm? It may not
have created the longing for 2016, but it recognised, packaged it,
andsolditbacktousasatrend. Perhapsin 2036, we will look back

warming videos from your old photos.
monetise Rs 500 and Rs 1000 banknotes.
optimised, engagement-baiting ecosystem.
has demonstrably impacted attention spans.
When atrend organic? Did the algorithm push it?
goes viral now,
it's nearly
impossible to
tell: Is this
OrgamC?. Did at2026 asthe best year.
the algorithm
pushit?

The writer is deputy copy editor, The Indian Express.
sonal.gupta@indianexpress.com
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Punjab-Haryanatalksfail

THE SECOND joint meeting of the chief min-
isters of Punjab and Haryana and the Union
Home Minister, S B Chavan, failed to pro-
duce asolutionto the problem of identifying
T villages to be transferred to Haryanain lieu

r— of Chandigarh. The two chief ministers, Sur-

Talksfailtoend |
transfer impasse
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jitSingh Barnala and Bhajan Lal, had a 75-
minute meeting with Chavan. The chief min-
isters stuck to the positions taken by them
earlier before the Mathew Commission.

Punjab seeks 1,000 villages
PUNJAB WILL claim 1,000 Punjabi-speak-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ing villages of Haryana before the second
territorial commission to be set up under
the memorandum of settlement between
the Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, and Har-
chand Singh Longowal, the state Chief
Minister, Surjit Singh Barnala said. These
villages were located in Sirsa, Hissar, Ku-
rukshetra and Ambala districts, Barnala
told a news conference.

Rebels take over Kampala

UGANDA'S REBEL National Resistance
Army (NRA) has taken the capital, Kam-
pala, after a nine-day offensive on the
city, Western diplomatic sources said. The

New Delhi

NRA, led by one-time defence minister Yo-
weri Museveni, was “clearly in control,”
one source said. The sources, in radio
contact with their counterparts in the city,
said that the guerrilla takeover was
greeted with jubilation by residents and
that Kampala was quiet overnight except
for some sporadic shooting.

Budget session

THE BUDGET session of Parliament will
commence on February 17, it was officially
learntin New Delhi. The President, Zail
Singh, will address the joint session of
both the Houses on the opening day.
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© WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Mr Pretti and Ms Good are dead.
The American people deserve

to know what happened.

— The New York Times
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Let’s recover lost meanings of ganarajya
to face political challenge of our times
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YOGENDRA YADAV

ANARAJYA OR ganatantra?

Our passport and the Indian

Constitution name our re-

public as ganarajya. But our

Republic Day is officially
called Ganatantra Divas. A small discrep-
ancy, you might think. Perhaps an over-
sight. Or, maybe a nuance. Thatiswhat my
publisher thought, when I pressed him to
change the title of my recent book from the
proposed Ganatantra ka Swadharm to
Ganarajya ka Swadharm.

This seemingly minor difference in-
vites us to search deeper. These two terms
allow us to distinguish between two differ-
ent concepts for which the English lan-
guage has just one word — “republic”.
Once we extricate the concept of gana-
rajya from the more familiar and domi-
nant concept of ganatantra, it opens the
way to recovering the lost meanings em-
bedded deep in the idea of a ganarajya.
This recovery, in turn, sets us on a path to
face the political challenge of our times.

I am not suggesting that one of the two
usages is wrong. Unlike these days, the
makers of our Constitution and the early
guardians of our republic were very careful
with their words. They must have had
good reasonsto call it “Ganatantra Diwas”
and not “Ganarajya Diwas”. Iam not saying
that one of these words is more authentic.
Sanskrit scholars tell us that both these
words are pretty recent, 19th- or 20th-cen-
tury, coinages. The “republics” in ancient
India were called “gana” or “sangha”, not
“ganarajya” or “ganatantra”. Nor do I
claim a direct link between these words
and the historical reality of ancient Indian
ganas. Historians warn us against compar-
ing these older political formations with
modern democratic republics. The polities
of Vaishali or Lichchhavi are best de-
scribed aslineage-based oligarchies rather
than democracies in our sense of the term.

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

Nuclear ambition

EXPANDING NUCLEAR capac-
ity without parallel investment
in domestic fuel security and
research would create fresh de-
pendencies (‘Nuclear power ex-
pansion is an R&D challenge’,
IE, January 26). The
government must prioritise sus-
tained funding for thorium-
based technologies, strengthen
university—-industry research
links, and build a skilled nuclear
workforce. Clear timelines,
safety, transparency, and public
communication are equally
vital if nuclear power is to gain
trust and deliver reliable, low-
carbon energy.

SMJeeva, Chennai

Rare chronicler

I WAS fortunate to have met Sir
Mark Tully (‘The gift to India
that was Mark Tully’, IE, Janu-
ary 26), and have him inaugur-
ate abookIwrote on my experi-
ences as an Indian Railways
official, The Boy Who Loved
Trains. His affection for steam
locomotives was particularly
heartfelt. He lamented their dis-
appearance. For him, the steam
engine was aliving creature-
breathing, panting, sweating,
yet always moving forward. His
writing and commentary often
returned to trains, not merely
out of nostalgia but because
they represented the India that’s
constantly evolving: Vast yet
intimate, chaotic yet enduring,
modernising yet deeply
connected to the past. As1
mourn the passing of akind and
remarkable individual, I will
carry the spirit of Sir Mark Tully
whenever Iride a train: Curious,
open, patient and endlessly in
love with the journey.

Deepak Sapra, via email

THROUGH WORKS like No Full
StopsinIndia and India in Slow
Motion, Mark Tully challenged
Western stereotypes, writing
with empathy, balance and re-
straint (‘The gift to India that
was Mark Tully’, IE, January 26).
His death marks theloss ofa
rare chronicler who explained
India with depth, dignity and
enduring insight.

RS Narula, Patiala

My point here is to underline the distinc-
tiveness of these two terms and uncover
their different political possibilities.
Ganatantra refers to a negative and
very narrow meaning of a republic. Politi-
cal Science textbooks tell us that a republic
isaform of government where the head of
state is not hereditary. Britainisruled by a
king, soitisnotarepublic. Nepal hasdone
away with the king, so it is now a republic.
This is simple and clear-cut. But it also
renders the idea pretty much useless. Ex-
cept for a handful of titular monarchies,
virtually every country — democratic or
otherwise — is a republic these days. An
adjective that applies to nearly everyoneis
redundant. Sois this concept of the repub-
lic. That is why students of Political
Science do not use this concept in any
meaningful way. We learn about
it in our textbooks and forget
about it.
Sometimes, ganatantra is
used in a broader sense. Itis used

We have to go deeper and ask:
Why must we believe in these
constitutional values?

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

institutional structure of electoral democ-
racy through which popular sovereignty is
exercised. Inthis broader usage, ganatan-
traisanear synonym of lokatantra or elec-
toral democracy. Here again, ganatantra
is repetitive and superfluous. No wonder
ganatantraisadecorative expression that
does very little in our political imagination.

Ganarajya takes usto deeper and posi-
tive meanings embedded in the idea of a
republic. Here, the republicis anormative
political order. The publicis not just a col-
lection; it is a community of equals. This
community evolves its own norms, its dis-
tinct dharma. These norms are upheld by
inculcating civic virtues. The people en-
force these norms by holding the rulers ac-
countable. The people are not just the
source of power; they are also a check on
power. Inthe European tradition,
“republicanism” stood for this
radical meaning of republic. In re-
cent years, academic revival of
“republicanism” in Western

not just negatively to refer to the An answer to this would political theory has defined a re-
absence of monarchy but also I b dth public not just as absence of mon-
positively to refer to the mechan- ta <e.us eyond the archy but as absence of domina-
ism of popular sovereignty, the Constituent Assembly tion of any kind.

tantra of gana. Thus, it meansthe

This radical concept of a re-

public is very much the republican
ideaupheld by the Indian national move-
ment. The ancient Pali expression
“samanna-rajya”, a polity where sover-
eignty is shared by equals, is close to this.
In modern usage “Jan-Gan-Man” cap-
tures the spirit of our ganarajya. “Jan”
stands for the people, the fountain head
of sovereignty. “Gan” requires the people
tobe a political community where every-
one exercises equal decision making
power. “Man” is about the collective con-
science. It is not mere public opinion at
any given point of time, but the ethical
ideas that the public upholds on deeper
reflection. A radical republicanism in-
forms the Indian Constitution.

Understanding this Indian concept of
republic leads us to a question: What are
the ethical ideals that inform the Bharat
ganarajya? One could turn to the Pre-
amble to the Constitution to unpack these
ideals. But this may not work at a time
when the Constitution itself is under as-
sault. We have to go deeper and ask: Why
must we believe in these constitutional
values? An answer to this would take us
beyond the Constituent Assembly. For our
Constitution was not written in two years;
the ideas that went into its making were
forged over atleast 100 years. It would take
usbeyond the freedom struggle, asthe na-
tional movement was not just amovement
to liberate the country from British colo-
nial rule. It was also a movement for the re-
construction of India. It was an encounter
between our civilisational heritage and
Western modernity.

A search for the ethical ideals em-
bedded in the idea of ganarajya invites us
to uncover the swadharm of our republic.
This is what the oft-quoted phrase “the
idea of India” must mean. And that would
lead usto a stark conclusion: What we con-
front today is not just a backsliding of our
democracy, not just a mutilation of our
Constitution. We face nothing short of a
determined onslaught on the swadharm
of our ganarajya. Defining and defending
this swadharm must be our collective Re-
public Day resolve.

Yadav is the author of Ganarajya ka
Swadharm (Setu Prakashan, 2026)

MRINAL PANDE

KASHI IS a city used to treating the world
as a theatre for celebrating the timeless
cycle of Life and Death. And Death, as
Walter Benjamin says, is the sanction of
everything that the storyteller can tell. The
storytellers of Kashi are spread over vari-
ous ghats, the oldest being Manikarnika
Ghat. On the steps of these ghats, and at
the tea shops and kiosks that line the roads
leading to them, sit the garrulous denizens
of this timeless city, ready with a story
that, you later discover, was the preface to
a deeper philosophical point. Or not. Be-
cause Kashi also has a great, somewhat
brackish sense of humour.

The renovation of Manikarnika Ghat
keeps the storytellers busy these days. But
the rebuilding, and renaming of ghats, has
been goingon foralongtime. The mercurial
eastern rivers often wash away the earth
under the structures, so the steps and bath-
ingareasbegin toshow cracks and crumble.
This holy work was mostly financed by rich
pilgrims, such as the 18th-century
trader Vacchhraja and Raja Man
Singh of Amberin the 16th century.
In the 19th century, the famed Ja-
rasandh Ghat was restored by Meer
Rustam Ali, the police head for
Kashi, and renamed Meer Ghat.

The recent furore over the re-
building and expansion of the
area around Manikarnika Ghat
arose over the removal of several
small temples and the statue of

A densely packed pilgrimage
centre began surrounding
what was once a secretive and
sacrosanct space haunted
only by sadhus, relatives of the
dead waiting for cremation
and, of course, the restless
souls of the dead

Maratha queen Ahilyabai Holkar, who built
and restored many holy sites and temples,
including the present-day Kashi Vishwa-
nath temple. Ahilyabai’s statue was shown
in some widely circulated clips as lying
among the debris. The Holkar family of In-
dore sent a note of protest and other
groups, alleging the desecration of several
temples, also jumped into the fray. The
Chief Minister then visited the site and told
the media that the queen’s statue and some
others were safe and would be reinstalled
after the “Manikarnika Teerth Corridor”
was rebuilt. He also asserted that the orig-
inal demand for expanding and rebuilding
the cremation grounds and the ghats had
been made to the Prime Minister by the
Dom Raja whose family has controlled the
area for generations.

The area where the cremation grounds
and sundry temples stand, the storytellers
will tell you, predates history. Once upon a
time, it was a dark place where the river
banks ended and a dense forest
began. The forests have since dis-
appeared. A densely packed pil-
grimage centre began surrounding
what was once a secretive and sac-
rosanctspace haunted only by sad-
hus, relatives of the dead waiting
for cremation and, of course, the
restless souls of the dead.

Till the time of Alauddin
Khilji, Hindus were free to build
temples to various manifesta-

In Kashi, renovationis also
partof the eternal cycle

tions of Lord Shiva. Later, when under
the Lodhis of Delhi and the Sharqi sultans
of Jaunpur, assertive Islam knocked
at Kashi’s doors, there was considerable
destruction of old buildings. But the city
had a great power to bounce back and re-
build. By the 17th century, a sort of cease-
fire was declared.

During the decline and fall of the great
Mughal Empire, the court of the Maharaja of
Benaras, his Nagar Kotwal Meer Rustam Ali,
and later the British Resident’s house, be-
came centres of classical discourses on orien-
tal culture among the pandits, the Muslim
nobility and the British orientalists. By 1734,
the Marathalordsbegan a furiousrebuilding
of Kashi’s holy ghats and temples. At the
sametime, quarrels and litigation over shar-
ing taxeslevied at the cremation ghats were
common. One Kashmirimal, miffed by the
greed of the Doms of Dashashwamedha
Ghat, brought his mother’s body for crema-
tion to Manikarnika and by way of gratitude
rebuilt the ghat and started paying regular
wages to the keepers.

Those days are gone. As one old singet,
Pyare Ustad, sang: “Nahin rahe woh Dara
Sikandar, do din ki afsaree rahi/ Chale gaye
sub Mulk e Adam ko, na khushki rahi, na
tareerahi(Those great stalwarts are no more,
their rule lasted but two days. Ultimately all
left for Adam’s final abode, after them things
have been neither dry nor wet).”

The writer is former chairperson, Prasar Bharati

Don't bash Davos.
Some things work,
like this alliance
forwomen
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VER THE past few days, we have seen some content
bashing Davos. It needs no reminding that Davos is
not, and should not be mistaken for, an end in itself.
Itisa catalyst. It isa moment — brief, concentrated,
and intensely visible —where global attention con-
verges. What matters is not the convergence alone, but what in-
stitutions, governments, and leaders choose to build in its wake.

Itwasin thisspiritthat, three yearsago, on the sidelines of the
Forum, I established the Alliance for Global Good asan indepen-
dent platform focused on advancing women’s economic partici-
pation, inclusive growth, and cross-sector collaboration. The in-
tent was clear: To move beyond episodic interventions and
towards systems-level solutions grounded in research, partner-
ships, and institutional accountability:.

Sincethen, the Alliance hasengaged with over 5,000 interna-
tional delegations and collaborated with more than 12,000 in-
dustry stakeholders. Its work has been anchored in evidence,
through over adozen policy papers examining public health sys-
tems, climate transition economics, the care economy, and the
structural barriers limiting women’s participation in growth.
These findings have travelled across international platforms and
have informed national discourse, including their reflection in
India’s Economic Survey through our work on the care economy.

A defining principle of the Alliance has been the recognition
that policy coherence and delivery capacity areinseparable. This
understanding shaped SPARK — The 100K Collective, an initi-
ative designed to enable 1,00,000 women entrepreneurs across
300 locations in India. Its focus is not charity, but capability —
connectingwomen-led enterprises toskills, capital, markets, and
regulatory systems that allow them to grow, formalise, and com-
pete. Equally important has been attention to theless visible, but
deeply consequential, systems that shape women’s lives. In the
area of maternal health, the Alliance encouraged the ICMR tode-
velopaclinician usage protocol for an affordable postpartum hae-

morrhage drape. Developed at a
cost of under $1, this drape and
the corresponding usage protocol
show how institutional leader-
ship, paired with frugal innova-
tionand system adoption, cande-
liver life-saving impact at scale.
et The Alliance hasbuilt four col-
; laborations in Africa, Southeast
Asia, the Middle East,and the US.
Each is shaped by local context
and unified by acommitment to
women’seconomic participation
and inclusive growth.

This year’s engagements in
Davos reflected continuity and
expansion. The WE Lead Lounge,
now in its third year, has evolved
into the Alliance’s flagship con-
vening platform. Across 14 struc-
tured conversations, 65 global leaders engaged with over athou-
sand participants on issues spanning health security, climate
resilience, economic participation, and workforce transitions.

Several milestones marked this year’s engagement. The un-
veiling of Laila Nutraceuticals’ women’s wellness initiative sig-
nalled a $40-million commitment to integrating research with
market delivery. The announcement of the $100-million SPARK
Fund, with early commitments already mobilised, isintended to
accelerate women-led enterprises at scale. The report ‘Unlocking
Her Wealth: The Untapped Economy’ combined original analysis
with evidence to deepen understanding of the undervaluation
of women’swork and itsimplications for economic participation.

Thiswas my fourth consecutive engagement with the Forum.
My earlier journeys were shaped by the responsibilities of min-
isterial office. This year’sengagement — as chairperson of the Al-
liance for Global Good — was different. It was less about voice
and more about architecture: How ideas are translated into sys-
tems, how evidence informs collaboration, and how dialogue ma-
turesinto delivery.

The strength of Davos lies not merely in who attends, but in
how itreflects the state of the world. Heads of government, CEOs,
andinstitutional leaders shared the global stage with civic groups,
practitioners, youth collectives, and ordinary citizens. This plu-
rality matters. Global attention is a finite resource, and when it
gathers, it must be used to surface complexity, not flatten it.

Asthe conversations from Davos recede, one principle re-
mains clear: Progress is sustained not by momentary align-
ment, but by institutions that are designed to endure. The en-
duringvalue of Davos lies in how global attention is stewarded.
When engaged with intent, it serves as a bridge between dia-
logue and design.

The writer is a former Union minister

ANUSHKA SAXENA

THE CHURN in the Chinese military is
not over — this was the message that re-
verberated through the halls of the Bayi
Building in Beijing on January 20, during
the plenary of the Central Commission for
Discipline Inspection. Missing in action at
the meeting was the second-in-command
of China’s highest defence and security
decision-making body, Central Military
Commission vice chairman Zhang Youxia.
Four days later came the unprecedented
announcement by the Chinese Ministry
of National Defence, that Zhang, along
with CMC member Liu Zhenli, have been
placed under investigation for “serious vi-
olations of discipline and law”.

Beijing purge shows risk of being last man standing

In the past few years, under the garb of
corruption, it seems a factional war has
played out within the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA). It likely pitted the “Shaanxi
Gang” — led by Zhang Youxia and er-
stwhile discipline czar (now CMC vice-
chairman) Zhang Shengmin — against
the “Fujian Gang” of naval and Taiwan
Strait war-planners. For atime it appeared
the Shaanxi clique had won. They
wielded the hammer of Xi Jinping’s anti-
corruption drive, potentially systemati-
cally targeting rival sources of power. But
the latest signals from Beijing suggest a
twist that few saw coming — the rule of
the Zhangs is itself in jeopardy.

Corruptioninthe PLA is a feature, not
a bug. It is baked into a system where
state-owned monopolies practise “scien-
tific gatekeeping” that is anything but

scientific. The “say it, do it” ethos that
underpins Xi’s legitimacy — the promise
that the Party delivers results, whether in
bringing back blue skies or poverty allevi-
ation — was undermined by a procure-
ment system defined by bid rigging, fa-
vours in personnel appointment, and
guanxi (referring to interpersonal mili-
tary-industry relations).

A highly likely theory is that Xi’s re-
sponse was the unleashing of the Zhangs.

Corruption in the PLA is a feature,
notabug. Itis baked into a system
where state-owned monopolies
practise ‘scientific gatekeeping’
that is anything but scientific

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Zhang Shengmin, as secretary of the CMC
Discipline Inspection Commission, led
the charge. The targets were specific: The
likes of He Weidong, Miao Hua, and
former Eastern Theatre Command leader
Lin Xiangyang, who rose together in the
erstwhile Fujian-based 31st Group Army
as well as the PLA Navy — the very men
entrusted with the Taiwan invasion plans.
Their downfall was swift, prompted by
allegations of “major duty-related crimes”
and political disloyalty. This seemed to
leave the Shaanxi faction, with its roots in
the Army and the Rocket Force, as the last
men standing. Butin Xi’s China, being the
last man standing is a liability.

This perpetual churn has profound
implications for global security. A mili-
tary that is constantly looking over its
shoulder cannot effectively prepare for

New Delhi

war. The dismantling of the Fujian gang
has decapitated the leadership most fam-
iliar with the Taiwan Strait. Now, if Youxia
is purged, the PLA will be left with a para-
lysed command structure, and the high-
est defence and security decision-making
body — the CMC - will be the smallest it
has ever been in decades, in terms of
operational strength.

As one watches the dominoes fall,
one thing is clear — that in the new era
of the PLA, there is no safety, no immun-
ity, and no end to the churn. The rule
of the Zhangs may have looked absolute
yesterday, but in Beijing, the ground is
always shifting.

The writer is staff research analyst,
Indo-Pacific Studies Programme,
Takshashila Institution, Bengaluru
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Security guarantees
document from US
isready: Zelenskyy

Reuters
Vilinius, January 26

A US document on security
guarantees for Ukraine is com-
pletely ready and Kyiv is wait-
ing for a time and place foritto
be signed, President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said on Sunday,
indicating that weekend talks
with Russiain Abu Dhabi made
some progress.

“For us, security guarantees
are first and foremost guaran-
tees of security from the United
States. The document is 100%
ready, and we are waiting for
our partners to confirm the
date and place when we will
sign it,” Zelenskyy told a news
conference duringa visit to Vil-
nius, the Lithuanian capital.

“The documentwill then be
sent for ratification to the US
Congress and the Ukrainian
parliament,” he said.

On Friday and Saturday,
Ukrainian and Russian negoti-
ators held their first trilateral
meeting including US medi-
ators in Abu Dhabi to discuss
Washington's framework for
ending the almost four-year-
old war, but no deal emerged.

However, Moscow and Kyiv
both said they were open to
further dialogue and more dis-
cussions were expected next
Sunday in Abu Dhabi, aU.S. of-
ficial told reporters immedi-
ately after the weekend talks.

“(In Abu Dhabi) the 20-
point (US) plan and problem-
aticissues are being discussed.
There were many problematic
issues, but now there are
fewer,” Zelenskyy said.

The document

is100% ready,
and we are waiting for
our partners to
confirm the dateand
place when we will
signit... The
document will then
be sent for ratification
tothe US Congress
and the Ukrainian
parliament”

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY,
PRESIDENT, UKRAINE

He said Moscow wantstodo
everything possible to get
Ukraine to abandon eastern re-
gions Moscow hasbeen unable
to capturesinceits full-scalein-
vasion that triggered the war.
But Kyiv, he said, had not
budged from its position that
Ukraine's territorial integrity
must be upheld. “These are
two fundamentally different
positions — Ukraine's and Rus-
sia's. The Americans are trying
to find a compromise,” Zelen-
skyy said, adding that all sides
must be prepared to compro-
mise, including the Americans.

Military-backed party
wins Myanmar polls

Associated Press
Yangon, January 26

MYANMAR’S  MILITARY-
BACKED Union Solidarity and
Development Party claimed
Monday that it had won the
country'sfirst election since the
army seized power in 2021, pav-
ing the way for a new govern-
ment.

The victory of the party led
by a former general was widely
expected after the vote excluded
major opposition parties and
dissent was tightly restricted.
Also, 25% of parliamentary seats
were automatically reserved for
the military— effectively guar-
anteeing control by the armed
forces and its favored parties.

Critics say the polls organ-
ised by the military govern-

ment were neither free nor fair,
but an effort to legitimise its
rule after seizing power from
the elected government of
Aung San Suu Kyi.

Thetakeover triggered wide-
spread opposition that dragged
Myanmar into a civil war.The
election was held in three
phasesonDec.28,Jan.11and Ja-
nuary 25. Of the country’s total
330 townships, 67 — mostly
areas controlled by armed op-
posing groups — did not partici-
pate, reducing the original seats
in the 664-member national
parliament to 586.

Final results for all seats are
expected later this week.After
theresults are finalized, the new
members of Parliament and the
military appointees will pro-
pose three candidates, and then
elect one as president.

France honours fallen
troops in Afghanistan

Associated Press
Paris, January 26

ASENIOR French government
official said Monday the mem-
ory of the French soldiers who
died in Afghanistan should not
be tarnished following US
President Donald Trump’s false
assertion that troops from non-
US NATO countries avoided
the front line during that war.
Alice Rufo, the minister del-
egate at the Defence Ministry,
laid awreath atamonumentin
downtown Paris dedicated to

those who died for France in
overseas operations. Speaking
to reporters, Rufo said the cer-
emony had not been planned
until the weekend, adding that
it was crucial to show that “we
do not accept that their mem-
ory be insulted.”

Ninety French soldiersdied
in the conflict.

“At such a moment, it is
symbolically important to be
there for their families, for their
memory, and to remind every-
one of the sacrifice they made
on the front line,” Rufo said.

OPENS THE PATH TO PHASE-2 OF CEASEFIRE

Isracl says remains of last
hostage in Gazarecovered

Associated Press
Gaza, January 26

ISRAEL SAID Monday it had re-
covered the remains of the last
hostage in Gaza, closing a pain-
ful chapter for the country and
clearing the way for the next
and more challenging phase of
its ceasefire with Hamas.

The most likely next step
would bethe reopening of Gaza’s
border with Egypt, enabling Pa-
lestiniansto move inboth direc-
tions and for more aid to enter
the territory devastated by two
years of war. The ceasefire also
calls forthe deploymentofanin-
ternational security force, disar-
ming Hamas, a further pullback
byIsraelisoldiers and the recon-
struction of Gaza.

The announcement that the
remains of police officer Ran
Gvili had been found and ident-
ified came a day after Israel’s
government said the military
was conducting a “large-scale
operation” in a cemetery in
northern Gaza.

Prime Minister Benjamin
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People hold photos of Israeli hostage Ran Gvili. FiLE/ap

Netanyahu called it “an in-
credible achievement” for Israel
and its soldiers. He said Gvili,
who was Kkilled during the
Hamas-led attackon Oct. 7,2023,
that sparked the war, wasamong
the first to be taken into Gaza.
“There are no more hostages
in Gaza,” Netanyahu said Mon-
day while addressing the Israeli
parliament. “We have com-
pleted this mission, as I prom-

ised, and we will complete the
other missions we have set.”
The return of all remaining
hostages, living or dead, has
been a key part of the Gaza
ceasefire’s first phase. Gvili’s
family had urged Israel’s gov-
ernment not to enter the sec-
ond phase until his remains
were recovered and returned.
Hamas said it now has com-
mitted to all terms of the cease-
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EXPLAINED

Second phase
of the ceasefire

Phase2 oftheIsrael-Hamas
ceasefire shifts from halting
violence to demilitarisation,
technocratic governance,
andreconstructionin Gaza.
Itrequires Hamastoreturn
allhostages’remains. The
critics of the plan argue that
the moveislargely symbolic
and clashes haven’t stopped.

fire’s first phase.

The next phase will confront
thornier issues, including tran-
sitioning to a new governance
structurein Gaza and disarming
Hamas, which hasruled the ter-
ritory for nearly two decades.

“Whatisthenext phase?The
next phase is disarming Hamas
and demilitarizing the Gaza
Strip. The next phase is not re-
construction,” Netanyahu said.

‘Monster Storm’in US, 7 killed injet crash

A person walks amid a major winter storm spreading across a large swath of the United States, in Brooklyn, New York. Snow, over a foot (30
centimeters) deep, spreading over a 2,100-kilometre stretch from Arkansas to New England halted traffic, led to cancellation of flights and
triggered school closures. The Federal Aviation Administration said seven people were killed and a crew member survived with serious
injuries when a private business jet crashed in a snowstorm at Maine's Bangor International Airport on Monday. The airport, about 200
miles north of Boston, shut down after the crash. reuters

18 killed asterry
carryingover 350
people sinks off
The Philippines

Manila: Aferry with more than
350 people on board sank early
Monday near an island in the
southern Philippines, killing at
least 18 people, officials said.
Rescuers saved hundreds
more, while a fleet of coast
guard and naval ships searched
for those still missing.

Coast guard officials said
the cargo and passenger ferry
apparently encountered tech-
nical problems. The steel-
hulled vessel abruptly tilted to
one side and took on water,
hurling people into the sea in
the darkness, according to a
rescued passengetr. AP

Iran-backed militias signal will to
attack amid high tensions with US

Associated Press
Dubai, January 26

TWO IRANIAN-backed mil-
itias in the Mideast are signal-
ing their willingness to launch
new attacks, likely trying to
backIran on Monday as it wor-
ried about an approaching US
aircraft carrier after President
Donald Trump threatened
military action over its crack-
down on nationwide protests.
Yemen’s Iranian-backed
Houthi rebels signaled a will-
ingness to resume attacks on
shipping in the Red Sea. That
came just after Iraq’s Kataib
Hezbollah paramilitary group,

| long supported by Iran’s para-

military Revolutionary Guard,
issued a direct threat late Sun-
day toward any attack targeting
Iran, warning a “total war” in
the region would be a result.
However, both the Houthis
and Kataib Hezbollah sat out
from Israel’s12-day war on Iran
in June that saw the US bomb
Iranian nuclear sites. The hesi-
tancy to get involved shows the
disarray still affecting Iran’s self-
described “Axis of Resistance”
after facing attacks from Israel.
Ashortvideobythe Houthis
included images of a ship on
fire, with the caption: “Soon.” It
later aired footage Monday from
its January 2024 attack in the
Gulfof Aden onthe Marshall Is-

lands-flagged tanker Marlin
Luanda, one of the over 100
ships attacked as part of a cam-
paign the Houthis said press-
ured Israel over its war against
Hamas in the Gaza Strip. The
Houthis halted their fire after a
ceasefire in the conflict, though
they’verepeatedly warned they
could resume fire if needed.

Meanwhile, Ahmad “Abu
Hussein” al-Hamidawi of Ka-
taib Hezbollah issued his own
threat in a statement. “We af-
firm to the enemies that the war
on the (Islamic) Republicwill not
be a picnic; rather, you will taste
thebitterest forms of death, and
nothingwill remain of youinour
region,” he said.

* BRIEFLY

THE PHILIPPINES

Ex-President Duterte fit for
pre-trial hearings, rule judges

JUDGES AT the International
Criminal Court have ruled that
former Philippine president
Rodrigo Duterte, 80, is fit to attend
pre-trial hearings and will hold a
confirmation of charges hearingon
February 23, the court said on Mon-
day. His defence had said that Du-
terte,whoisbeingheldin The
Hague over murders committed
during his war on drugs, could not

stand trial due to cognitive decline.

Rodrigo Duterte. ExPress

Judgessaidin astatementthata

reportbyindependent medical ex-
perts found that Duterte would be able to understand and
participate in his case. They recalled that for someone to be
deemed fit to take partin their caseitis enough that they
have abroad understanding of the procedures, not that

theyoperate at their highestlevel.

MEXICO

Gunmen open
fire at soccer

field, 11 killed

GUNMEN OPENEDfireata
soccer field in central Mex-
icoon Sunday, killing atleast
11 peopleand wounding12,
authorities said. Salamanca
Mayor Cesar Prietosaidina
statement posted tosocial
platforms thatthe gunmen
arrived attheend ofasoccer
match. Ten people atthe
sceneand onedied laterata
hospital. Prieto said the at-
tackwas partofa “crime
wave” in the city and
appealed to President Clau-
dia Sheinbaum for help to
control violence. REUTERS

REUTERS

AUSTRALIA

National Day
marked as
‘Invasion Day’

THOUSANDS MARKED Aus-
tralia's national day on Mon-
day by attending “Invasion
Day” ralliesin support ofIn-
digenous Australians and
calling for unity, while separ-
ate anti-immigration
protests also drew crowds.
Australia Day commemor-
atesthe day Britain
established the state of New
South Wales as a penal col-
ony. However Indigenous
people call it “Invasion Day”
and marks the destruction
of their cultures by
European settlers.AP

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

PAKISTAN

2 TTP militants
killed in clash
with forces

PAKISTAN’S SECURITY
forces on Monday averted
an attackon apolice mobile
van by Kkilling two TTP mili-
tantsin the country's north-
west Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province. Accordingto the
police, the clash between
the militants and security
forces erupted inthe Domel
area of the Bannu districtin
therestive province. Offi-
cialskilled the militantsin
an exchange of fire and re-
covered weapons from their
possession. The militants
belonged to Fitna al-Khawa-
rij. Thisis aterm the state
uses for terrorists belonging
tothebanned TTP. PTI

SRILANKA

Govtseeks land
donations to
rebuild homes

THE SRI Lankan
government on Monday
urged philanthropic citizens
acrossthe countrytodonate
land to provide houses for
people affected by Cyclone
Ditwah. President Anura Ku-
maraDissanayake's office
said alarge number of
familieslost theirhomes and
properties and were
displaced due to the disaster
and inresponse, the govern-
ment had launched the Re-
building Sri Lanka
programme. The progra-
mme implemented housing
construction for families
whose houses were
destroyed by the disaster. PTI

Dhaka’s ex-police chief
sentenced to death

Press Trust of India
Dhaka, January 26

FORMER DHAKA police com-
missioner and two other police
officers were on Monday sen-
tenced to death by a special
Bangladesh tribunal for their
alleged role during the 2024 vi-
olent street protests that led to
then prime minister Sheikh
Hasina's ouster.

Athree-judge panel of Bang-
ladesh's International Crimes
Tribunal ICT-BD), led by Justice
Mohammad Golam Mortuza
Mozumder, handed down the
sentence to former Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP) com-

missioner Habibur Rahman,
former DMPjoint commissioner
Sudip Kumar Chakraborty and
additional deputy commis-
sioner Mohammad Akhtarul
Islam after their trial in absentia.
Thisisthesecond verdictde-
livered by the restructured ICT-
BD which earlier handed down
the death penalty to deposed
premier Hasina and then home
minister Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal. “These three (convicts)
had superior status over their
subordinatesand areliable forsu-
perior command responsibility.
They arefound guilty and hereby
awarded a single sentence of
death,” thejudgment said.

e THE BELLWETHER TRIAL IN CALIFORNIA SUPERIOR COURT INVOLVES A 19-YEAR-OLD WOMAN IDENTIFIED AS K.G.M. WHO SAYS SHE BECAME ADDICTED TO THE PLATFORMS BECAUSE OF THEIR ATTENTION-GRABBING DESIGN

Meta, TikTok, YouTube to stand trial on youth’s screen addiction claims

Courtney Rozen
Washington, January 26

META PLATFORMS, TikTok
and YouTube will face court-
room scrutiny this week over
allegations that their platforms
are fuelling a youth mental
health crisis, asthe national de-
bate about kids’ screen time
enters a new phase.

The bellwether trial in Cali-
fornia Superior Court, Los An-
geles County involves a 19-
year-old woman  from
California, identified asK.G.M.,
who says she became addicted
to the companies’ platforms at
ayoung age because of their at-
tention-grabbing design, ac-
cording to court filings. She al-

leges the apps fueled her de-
pression and suicidal thoughts
and is seeking to hold the com-
panies liable.

Herlawsuit is the first of sev-
eral cases expected to go to trial
this year that center on whatthe
plaintiffs call “social media ad-
diction” among children. It will
be the first time the tech giants
must defend themselves at trial
over alleged harm caused by
their products, the plaintiff's at-
torney Matthew Bergman said.
“They will be under a level of
scrutiny that does not exist
when you testify in front of Con-
gress,” he told Reuters.

Thejurywill decide whether
the companies were negligent
in providing products that

harmed K.G.M.’s mental health,
and if her use of the apps was a
substantial factor in her de-
pression, compared with other
causes such as the third-party
content she viewed on the apps
or aspects of her life offline.
“This is really a test case,”
said Clay Calvert, a media law-
yer at the American Enterprise
Institute, a pro-business think
tank. “We're going to see what
happens with these theories”
that the social media platforms
caused the plaintiff harm.
Mark Zuckerberg, CEO of
Metaisexpected to take the wit-
ness stand. The company will
argue in court that its products
did not lead to K.G.M.'s mental
health challenges, Meta's law-

Mark Zuckerberg, Meta CEO, is expected to take the witness stand. FiLe

yers told Reuters ahead of the
trial. Snap CEO Evan Spiegel
was also expected to testify, as
his company was named a de-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

fendant in the lawsuit. Snap
(SNAP.N), opens new tab agreed
on January 20 to settle K.G.M.’s
lawsuit. A company spokesper-

sondeclined tocomment onthe
specifics of the deal.

YouTube will argue that the
company's platforms are fun-
damentally different from so-
cial media platforms such asIn-
stagram and TikTok, and
should not be lumped together
in court, a YouTube executive
said ahead of the trial.

TikTok declined to com-
ment about the company's
planned arguments in court.

Asthetrial begins, the same
tech companies are mounting
anationwide effort to convince
critics that their products are
safe for teens. They've
launched tools they say give
parents more control over how
their kids use the platforms and

New Delhi

have spent millions of dollars
promoting those features.

Since at least 2018, Meta has
sponsored parent workshops
about teen online safety at
dozens of high schools across
the US The company hosted one
of those workshops, dubbed
ScreenSmart,in 2024 in Los An-
geles, opens new tab, alongside
National PTA President Yvonne
Johnson and Meta safety chief
Antigone Davis. National PTA is
a nonprofit that advocates for
child welfare.

TikTok also sponsored simi-
lar gatherings, opens new tab
led by 100 local and regional
PTAs, calling it Create with
Kindness, accordingtothe com-
pany'swebsite. The programin-

cluded tutorials on TikTok’s fea-
tures for parents, including the
option to limit screen time at
night, according to the curricu-
lum, opens new tab.

YouTube’s parent company
Google in recent years has
turned to Girl Scoutsto convince
the public it is invested in kids’
online safety. Girls can earn a
patch, which features Google’s
logo, opens new tab, to affix to
their uniform after completing
lessons about strong passwords,
beingkind online and digital pri-
vacy, accordingtothe Girl Scouts
website. The companies have
also hired lawyers that have rep-
resented corporations in high-
profile litigation involving ad-
diction. REUTERS
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DIFFERENT FROM EXISTING PLI SCHEME FOR HIGH-EFFICIENCY SOLAR PV MODULES

MNRE, FinMin discuss capex
relief for wafer polysﬂlcon units

Progress under the PLI scheme has
been slower in upstream segments of
solar PV module manufacturing

Pratyush Deep &
RaviDutt Mishra
New Delhi, January 26

THE MINISTRY of Finance and
Ministry of New and Renew-
able Energy (MNRE) are in dis-
cussions to bring out a new
capital subsidy scheme for the
upstream segment of solar pho-
tovoltaic (PV) manufacturing,
MNRE Secretary Santosh
Kumar Sarangitold The Indian
Express. The proposed scheme
would be separate from the
existing Production Linked In-
centive (PLI) scheme for high-
efficiency solar PV modules.

Sarangi said while solar
module and solar cell manufac-
turing have grown in a desir-
able manner, upstream seg-
ments such as polysilicon
refining as well as ingot and
wafer manufacturing continue
to face challenges. These, he
said, stem from factors includ-
ing high capital intensity and
price pressures caused by ag-
gressive pricing from China.

“We are now trying to advo-
cateaslighttweakinthewayin
which support could be pro-
vided to these kinds of indus-
tries,” Sarangi said, addingthat
discussions on the proposal are
currently underway with the
Ministry of Finance.

The existing PLI scheme for
solar PV modules covers both
upstream — ingot, wafer and
polysilicon —and downstream
—solar celland module manu-
facturing — segments. How-
ever, progress under the PLI
scheme has been slower in up-
stream segments such as poly-
silicon refining and ingot and
wafer production.

“Polysiliconisa highly elec-
tricity-intensive industry. The
refining from silica to polysili-
con is extremely electricity in-
tensive. So, efforts will have to
focus on sourcinglow-cost elec-
tricity,” Sarangi said.

“Since it involves a huge
capital expenditure to set up
this kind of industry, a capex
subsidy would be desirable. In
that context, MNRE is now dis-
cussing with Ministry of Fi-
nance whether it is possible to
have adifferent kind of scheme
where capex is given for poly-
silicon and ingot-wafer projects
that were sanctioned under the
PLI but could not take off for a
variety of reasons,” he added.

The solar PV cell manufac-
turing capacity in the country
is around 27 GW, according to
the information provided by
Solar PV Manufacturing As-
sociations. The installed ingot
and wafer manufacturing ca-

* India before FY27 Union Budget

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present the FY27
Union Budget on Feb 1. Certain aspects of the economy, that
has beenina ‘goldilocks’ phase, are worth examining. Ina
report this month, BofA Securities’ economists Rahul Bajoria &
Smriti Mehra raised 10 questions, 3 of which are given below.

DOES THE GOVERNMENT SPEND TOOMUCH?

® The size of the 2025-26 Union
Budget was Rs 50.65 lakh crore.
While it is thought that govern-
ment spending does not have the
impact it should, Bajoria and
Mehra point out that the quality
of government spending has
improved significantly in the last

25 years, coinciding with
greater money being transferred
to states. When compared with
other countries, India spends
around 30% of GDP. While this
isin line with a few EM peers,

it's lower than South Africa,
Brazil, and China.
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ISINDIATAXED TOOMUCH?

e Government’s spending hinges
ontaxcollections. India’s direct
tax-to-GDP ratio—at 7.6% —isone
of the lowestamong EMand DM
peers even though the marginal I-T
and corporate tax rates are among
the highest. The problemis a small

tax base. “India has around 80 mil-
lion people whofiled taxesin
AY24, but majority remains zeroin-
come filers. However, the number
of non-zeroincome tax filers have
doubled over the last five years,”
according to the report.

Incometaxfilersinindia(inmn)
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ISINDIADONE WITHBASICINFRA SPENDING?

® The government has pushed
hard oncapexinrecentyearsto
build physical infrastructure, with
the target for 2025-26 set at
Rs11.211akh crore, over 3 times
the spending in 2019-20. So, is

the government’s job done? No,
according to Bajoria and Mehra,
who think Indiais entering a “new,
expansive phase” which will see
improved resource availability,
spending ability, and execution.
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India’s installed solar PV module manufacturing capacity is
121.7 GW, including 26.6 GW capacity under the PLI Scheme,
according to the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy.

pacity in the country is around
2GW.

At present there is no com-
mercial production of Polysili-
conin the country, the Ministry
had informed the Parliament.

“The country’s solar PV
module manufacturing capac-
ity is sufficient to cater to do-
mestic demand. However, for
upstream stages like solar cells,
wafers and polysilicon, do-
mestic manufacturing capacity
is not sufficient to meet do-
mestic demand which necessi-
tatesimports,” the Ministry told
the Parliament in December.

The MNRE further in-
formed that the data from the
Department of Commerce’s Ex-
port-Import Data Bank shows
that imports of solar PV cells,

REUTERS

wafers and polysilicon during
FY25 were valued at around
$1,641 million, $156 million,
and $0.03 million, respectively.

Launched in March 2021,
the PLI scheme for solar PV
modules aimed to install 65 gi-
gawatts (GW) per annum of
fully and partially integrated
solar PV module manufactur-
ing capacity.

The scheme was initially
backed by an outlay of Rs 4,500
crore. In 2022, an additional
budget allocation of
Rs 19,500 crore was approved,
bringing the total sanctioned
outlay to Rs 24,000 crore across
two tranches.

Accordingto MNRE, thein-
stalled solar PV module manu-
facturing capacity in the

SEBI survey: Why
just 3.21 cr Indian
households invest

in securities markets

Hitesh Vyas
Mumbai, January 26

OUT OF India’s 33.72 crore
households, only 3.21 crore, or
9.5%, have investments in
products like equities, mutual
funds, and corporate bonds, ac-
cording to an investor survey
by the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI). This
leaves around 30.51 households
still outside the securities mar-
ket, signalling a significant
under-penetration.

The low percentage of
household participation in the
securities market comes
despite a multifold increase in
market capitalisation and as-
sets under management in the
last 10 years, the survey high-
lighted. BSE equity market
capitalisation has surged from
around Rs 101 lakh crore
in FY15 to nearly Rs 4,701 lakh
crore by October 2025. During
the same period, MF assets
under management expanded
from Rs 12 lakh crore in 2015
to Rs 79 lakh crore in Septem-
ber 2025.

Awareness of securities
market products remains con-
centrated around established
instruments, with MFs/ex-
change traded fund (ETF)
(53%) and listed equities (49%)
beingthe most widely recogni-
sed securities market products
among households. “Currently,

about 6.7% of Indian house-
holds report holding mutual
funds or exchange-traded
funds (ETFs), and approxi-
mately 5.3% hold direct
equities, which clearly indi-
catesthat participationin mar-
ket-linked instruments is li-
mited,” the survey showed.

The survey stated that
household awareness of com-
plex securities market products
such as corporate bonds, futures
and options, Real Estate Invest-
ment Trusts (REITS)/ Infrastruc-
ture Investment Trusts (InvITs)
and Alternative Investment
Funds (AIF) remains limited.
While F&O are recognised by
13% of households, household
penetration of this complex
product is less than 1%.

Geography plays a substan-
tial role in shaping awareness
patterns. Urban householdsre-
port 74% awareness of at least
one securities product, com-
pared with 56% in rural areas.
The penetration is highest
in the top nine metros at 23%,
followed by 10-40 lakh towns
(16%) and 5-10 lakh towns
(14%).

Delhi leads with 21%, fol-
lowed by Maharashtra at 17%,
Goa at 16% and Gujarat at 15%.
Nagaland (3%), Uttarakhand
and Meghalaya (4.5%) recorded
the lowest participation.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

country, as per the Approved
List of Models and Manufac-
turers (ALMM), is 121.7 GW,
whichincludes26.6 GW capac-
ity under the PLI Scheme
for high efficiency Solar PV
Modules.

Ajointreport by Institute for
Energy Economics and Finan-
cial Analysis IEEFA) and JMK
Research shows that operation-
alisation of PLI-awarded facil-
ities has revealed significant
implementation and execution
gaps. While downstream seg-
ments such as module assem-
bly have seen progress, up-
stream segments like wafer and
polysilicon manufacturing
have lagged behind.

The report, which was re-
leased in December 2025, also
says that about 36% of India’s
total cell capacity and 24% of
module capacity originate from
PLI allocations.

According to the report, as
of June 2025 the overall oper-
ational capacity achieved
under the solar PLIscheme was
approximately 29% of the total
awarded capacity.

Module assembly exhibited
the highest capacity-achiev-
ement rate at S9%, reflecting
stronger progress in down-
stream manufacturing.

In contrast, the achiev-
ement rates for cell manufac-
turing (22%), wafer-ingot
manufacturing (10%) and poly-
silicon manufacturing (14%)
were significantly lower, indi-
cating persistent barriers to up-
stream capacity realisation.

Bangladesh

panel says Adani
power dea
overpriced.
procedura

Reuters
Dhaka/Singapore,
January 26

flags
flaws

AN ADANI Power coal-fired
plant that exports electricity
passes on Indian corporate
taxes to Bangladesh and
charges more than market
rates, according to a recent re-
port from a government-ap-
pointed committee in Bangla-
desh. Adani’s Godda plant in
Jharkhand priced power at a
39.7% premium over its nearest
private-sector competitor and
had the steepest cost escalation
among electricity import ar-
rangements from India, the Na-
tional Review Committee
(NRC)said inareportdated Ja-
nuary 20. Reuters reviewed the
report, which has yet to be
made public.

The NRC said the price di-
vergence was an “outcome of
specific contractual choices,”
adding that it had found evi-
dence of “serious anomalies in
the procedures through which
the contract was awarded.”

Adani Power said it could
not comment on the review as
the committee had neither con-
sulted the company nor pro-
vided it with a copy of the re-
port. The company also said it
was continuing to supply elec-
tricity despite large payment
dues, adding that other gener-
ators had cut back or stopped

| their supplies.

Trump’s policies, sanctions
turn central banks to gold,
drive de-dollarisation

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, January 26

ON MONDAY, even as the US
dollar fell to a four-month low,
the price of gold crossed the
$5,000-per-ounce mark for the
firsttime. The yellow metal’s his-
toric rally is showing no signs of
slowing down and even the
smartest and biggest institutions
in the world — and not just
small-time investorslike house-
holds — continue to pile in on
gold. One category of these
smart and big investors are cen-
tral banks.

Take the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), for instance. Last
week, data from the Indian cen-
tralbankshowed that its foreign
exchange reserves were up more
than $14 billion ason January 16
- the biggest weekly increase in
10 months. However, nearly a
third of this rise was due to the
RBI'sgold kitty of 880 tonnes ap-
preciatinginvalue. Over thelast
one year, the value of RBI’s for-
eign currency assets — which
predominantly make up the
forex reserves — have increased
by just 5% even as total reserves
rose 12%. What hasbeen the pri-
mary driver? Gold, with the
value of the RBI’s holdings up
70%.

TheRBI, though, hasn’teven
been the biggest buyer of gold
over the last year. In fact, the
RBI’s gold holdings only in-
creased by 4 tonnes or soin2025.
Leadingthecharge were central
banks of Poland (95 tonnes), Ka-
zakhstan (49 tonnes), and Brazil
(43 tonnes), as per World Gold
Council data until November
2025. But central banks
buying gold is not
news. What matters is
gold’s relative position
in what these banks
hold as reserves; the
RBI, for example, now
holds 17% of its forex reserves as
gold, upfrom12%ayearago. The
reason, directly and indirectly, is
US President Donald Trump.

Debasement of
USdollar

In a note last week, econ-
omists from Morgan Stanley
said that Trump’s policies on
trade and sanctions, among
other factors, and the shift to a
multipolar world are key to
pushing people away from the
US dollar. “On net, we think
these factors are neutral to
slightly accelerating this transi-
tion away from the dollar, but
their evolution over the near
term will likely be critical in de-
termining the extent of this
shift,” Morgan Stanley said.

Trump has made no secret
about maintaining the US dol-
lar’s global supremacy, even
threatening the BRICS nations
with 100% additional tariff
should they move forward with
a common currency to “degen-
erate” and “destroy” the dollar.

| D
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De-dollarisation, after all, can
shift the balance of power away
from the US and weaken its abil-
ity to shape the world economy
and global financial markets in
its image. At the same time,
everything Trumphasdonehas
weakened the greenback’s status
in the eyes of foreign beholders,
with the result being that the US
dollar weakened by 9% in 2025
— the most in almost a decade.
This has helped drive the rise in
gold prices, with the demand for
safe-haven assets on the up
amid Trump’ssabre-rattlingand
policy uncertainty.

Weaponising flows

AccordingtoJP Morganana-
lysts, de-dollarisation has been
mostvisiblein commodity
markets. Inanotelastyear,
the investment bank said
that “a large and growing
proportion of energy is
being priced in non-dollar-
denominated contracts”.
However, thisisalso showingup
in sovereign debt. The RBI, for
instance, hassharply lowered its
holdings of US government
bonds: in November 2025, hold-
ings by India stood at $186.5 bil-
lion, down for the sixth monthin
arow.In November 2024, the fig-
urewas $234 billion. Meanwhile,
China’s holdings of US govern-
ment debt are at a16-year low.

Othersare threatening more
vocally. Last week, Danish pen-
sion fund AkademikerPension
said it plansto get rid of its hold-
ings of US Treasuries by theend
of January, with Trump’s talk of
taking over Greenland beingone
of the several reasons for the
move, including the unsustain-
able finances of the US govern-
ment. This followed three other
pension funds from Denmark
who have taken adim view of US
government bonds. The
weaponisation of capital flows
was warned by Deutsche Bank
earlier this month, when it said
in a note that Trump’s threats
against Europe could lead tothe

continent cuttingits holdings of
US debt. “Markets are increas-
ingly discussing the de-dollar-
isation theme,” Nomura
analysts said in a note on Janu-
ary 21.

Trump hasalready promised
“big retaliation” in response to
European countries dumping
US government bonds. The
European Union held around
$10.4 trillion of US portfolio as-
sets—accounting for 29% of for-
eign ownership of these assets —
as of November 2025.

The past and future

The diversification of forex
reserves away from the dollar
and assetsdenominatedinitre-
ceived a big push after the US
froze Russia’s reserves following
itsinvasion of Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022. But signs of de-dollar-
isation, or atleast a gradual shift
away from the greenback, have
been visible for some time. Ac-
cording to data from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF),
2024 saw the share of the US dol-
larin global forex reserves fall to
anover-30-year low 0of 58.5%.In
1999, this number stood at 71%.

“Meaningful de-dollarisa-
tion would have profound impli-
cations for the global security
architecture, reducing the
United States’ capacity to fund
itsmilitary and impose coercive
economic pressure,” Ali
Ahmadi, Director of Geoeco-
nomics & Sanctions, Resha-
peRisk and Executive-in-Resi-
dence Fellow at the Geneva
Centre for Security Policy, said
last year.

For the foreseeable future,
though, the US dollar remains
by far the most dominant cur-
rency, with 89% of total turn-
over of over-the-counter for-
eign exchange instruments
denominated in US dollars. But
if the Trump administration
and the President himself con-
tinue in the same vein, more
meaningful change could be-
come evident.

US govt invests in another rare earth miner

Washington: The USistakinga
minority stake in Oklahoma
rare earth miner, USA Rare
Earth, asit seeks to minimise its
reliance on imports of a key
material for smartphones, ro-
botics and EVs.

China processes over 90%
of the world’s critical minerals
and has used its dominance to
gain leverage in the trade war

| with Washington. USA Rare

Earth said Monday that the US
Commerce Department is in-
vesting $1.6 billion in the com-
pany to advance work on a
mine in Texas and to build a
magnet manufacturing facility
in Oklahoma.

The agreement includes
$277 million in proposed fund-
ing and a $1.3 billion senior se-
cured loan. The Commerce De-
partment will get 16.1 million

common stock in return, and
rights to buy 17.6 million more.

“USA Rare Earth’s heavy
critical minerals project is es-
sential to restoring US critical
mineral independence,” Com-
merce Secretary Howard Lut-
nick said in a statement. “This
investment ensures our supply
chains are resilient and no
longer reliant on foreign na-
tions.” AP

e LVMH SAYS IT HAS SUCCESSION PLANS, BUT THEY WON'T BE REVEALED; ANALYST SAYS NO EVIDENCE YET OF A “‘SUCCESSION DISCOUNT

LVMH investors demand clarity on Arnault succession plan

Reuters
Paris, January 26

SOME LVMH shareholders are
seeking clarity on how and to
whom Bernard Arnault plansto
hand over leadership of the lux-
ury giant he has been steering
for almost 40 years, saying the
lack of transparency is increas-
ingly becoming a risk for the
group.

Arnault, who oversees the
$350 billion group spanning
over 70 brands including Dior
and Tiffany, has five children
involved in the running of his
luxury empire but has shown
no sign of wanting to retire. At
76, he hasyet to pickasuccessor.

Questions havelongswirled
in corporate Europe about who

will succeed Arnault, France’s
richest man who last April ex-
tended the age limit for his com-
bined CEO and chair role for a
second time, to 85.

In the strongest public com-
ments to date on the issue,
some of LVMH’s shareholders
told Reuters the unresolved
succession issue has become a
liability for the company.

“The succession planning,
as of now, appears unclear and
opaque,” said Stefan Bauk-
necht, equity portfolio manager
at Deutsche Bank’s DWS,
LVMH’s 12th-largest share-
holder according to LSEG data.
“We want more transparency
and a plan on how things will
evolve.”

“Ten years ago, succession

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

brands including Dior and Tiffany.

wasnotapressingissue. Today,
it has become a risk factor and
leads to a governance discount
on the company,” said Ariane
Hayate, European Fund Man-
ager at Edmond de Rothschild

Bernard Arnault oversees the $350 billion group spanning over 70

REUTERS

in Paris, which holds LVMH
stock.

LVMH, which is due to re-
port annual results on Tuesday,
said in detailed responses to
Reuters’ questions that succes-

New Delhi

sion plans for its executives are-
n’t public, but “obviously they
doexist”, without referring spe-
cifically to Arnault’s role.

Plan seldom discussed

Investors said the latest age
extension appeared tobe an at-
tempttobuy Arnaulttimetode-
cide.

“They (LVMH) probably
can’tgive theclarity because he
doesn’t have clarity in his own
mind,” said Paul Moroz of
Mawer Investment Manage-
ment, another LVMH investor.
“Youreally don’t know until it’s
done, butit’s probably low odds
itworks out.”

Arnault has indicated the
subject is not top of his agenda.

“Talk to me again in 10

years, I can give you amore pre-
cise answer,” he told CNBCin
December. “As in every family,
at one point, there is a succes-
sionbutIhopethat, unlessIget
the ball on the head in a tennis
court, I will make these 10
years.”

Reuters interviewed seven
institutional investors, six of
them LVMH shareholders. All
of them said they had no idea
about the company’s succes-
sion plans, with four describing
the lack of clarity as problem-
atic. “I am unaware of
any emergency plan, for
example a group of caretakers
who would activate quickly and
secure Arnault’s legacy. Such
things are simply missing,”
Bauknecht said.
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e DEFENCE

India to expand
its hypersonic
arsenal with
LR-AShM missile

TASHI TOBGYAL

DRDO’s Long Range-Anti Ship Missile during the R-Day parade.

Sushant Kulkarni
Pune, January 26

ONE OF the many highlights of the 77th Republic Day
Parade was the Defence Research and Development Or-
ganisation’s (DRDO) Long Range Anti-Ship Hypersonic
Missile (LR-AShM), showcased for the first time. We ex-
plain the features and capabilities of this hypersonic
glide missile, and also what other hypersonic missiles
Indiais developing.

LR-AShM: The hypersonic glide missile

The missile system is designed to meet the coastal battery
requirements of the Indian Navy. The LR-AShM is capable of
engaging static and moving targets and is designed to carry
various payloads to a range of around 1,500 km.

This missile follows a quasi-ballistic trajectory with hyper-
sonic speeds starting at Mach 10 (multiples of speed of sound)
and maintaining average Mach 5 with multiple skips. Ballistic
missiles are boost-powered initially and then travel unpowered
on a high, arched trajectory. Quasi-ballistic missiles begin bal-
listically but fly lower and manoeuvre in flight to change course
and evadeinterception. As this missile flies at low altitudes with
high speed and manoeuvrability, enemy ground and ship-
based radars cannot detect it. The LR-AShM is configured with
a two-stage solid propulsion rocket motor system. These pro-
pulsion systems boost the missile to the required hypersonic
velocities. Stage-1 of the ve-
hicle is separated after it is
spent. After Stage-II burnout,
the vehicle performs an un-
powered glide with required
manoeuvres in the atmos-
phere before engaging the
target, the DRDO has said.

DIFFICULT
TODETECT

® The missile can't be detected
by enemy radars, as it flies at low
altitudes with high speed and
manoeuvrability.

® The missile hasarange of up
t0 1,500 km, which it can cover
in 15 minutes.

Its significance

The obvious advantages
of the hypersonic speed is it
makes it difficult for missiles
tobedetected. It can cover its
range around 1,500 kilometers in 15 minutes. Versions with
higher ranges upto 3,500 kilometers are currently at various
stages of development. A senior DRDO scientist said, “All
classes of warships can be neutralised with the missile. This
variant and the upcoming ranges will be a key asset for sea de-
nial operations, which prevent an adversary from using a
maritime area for military or commercial purposes. This ca-
pability will be crucial for the strategically significant Indian
Ocean region. Army and Air Force versions of these missile
and ship-fired versions for the Navy are also said to be either
under consideration or under development. With its versatil-
ity, it could well place India in the hypersonic arms domain.”

One of the known successful tests of the missile was done
by DRDO on November 16, 2024 off the coast of Odisha. As
part of the further development cycle, the missile warhead
and sensor mechanisms will be integrated soon, before its in-
duction into the Navy in two to three years.

Other hypersonic cruise missiles

Amidst cutthroat global competition in hypersonic
weapons, DRDO is working on two key hypersonic techno-
logies. One is hypersonic glide and another is hypersonic
cruise. LR-AShM is a hypersonic glide vehicle and includesin
itself major achievements in indigenous technologies like ma-
terials and control systems needed for sustained hypersonic
flight. Hypersonic cruise missiles fly within the atmosphere
at hypersonic speeds using scramjet engines for sustained
powered flight and manoeuvrability.

Ramjets are air-breathing engines that compress incoming
air using forward motion, with fuel igniting in a combustion
chamber; they require an assisted take-off and work best
around Mach 3, losing efficiency at hypersonic speeds. Scram-
jets improve on ramjets by keeping airflow supersonic in the
combustion chamber, enabling efficient operation above
Mach 5, but are far more complex to design and operate.

* GLOBAL

In China’s series of purges,
why latest one stands out

RISHIKA SINGH

FOR MONTHS now, reports of China pur-
ging senior military officials have fre-
quently made headlines. Eventhen, the in-
vestigation into the only remaining Vice
Chairman of China’s apex military deci-
sion-makingbody — for “suspected serious
violations of discipline and law” — marks
an unprecedented development.

ZhangYouxia, 75,isaveteranleader. He
joined the People’s Liberation Army (PLA),
the military arm of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party (CCP), in 1968. Zhang was not
only professionally associated with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping, but is also
known to share personal ties with him.
Their fathers were senior party leaders who
knew each other.

The Wall Street Journal claimed Sunday
that he was accused of “leaking informa-
tion about the country’s nuclear weapons
program to the US”. If true, this would be
an extraordinary charge. There are also
other theories floating around his removal.

Officially, past purges have been justi-
fied as cracking down on corruption. Past
incidents also indicate that reprieve is un-
likely after an investigation begins, and
Zhang will be removed from his post.

This effectively means that the seven-
member Chinese Central Military Commis-
sion (CMC) now has only two people: Xi
Jinping himself, as the CMC Chairman,
and Zhang Shengmin, the other CMC Vice
Chairman. Shengmin was appointed tothe
post just three months ago, when his pre-
decessor, He Weidong, was also purged.

Why this probe is noteworthy

First, thereisthe seniority of the people
involved. Zhang Youxia holds the senior-
most army rank, that of general. He was
alsoamember of the Political Bureau of the
Communist Party Central Committee,
which is among the top political bodies in
China. Apart from Zhang, the investigation
will also include fellow CMC member Liu
Zhenli, 61, the chief of the CMC’s Joint Staff
Department.

A South China Morning Post report said
thatboth Zhangand Liu are “decorated war
heroes” and participated in PLA campaigns
against Vietnam in the late 1970s.

*AND THENTHEREWERETWO

China’s top military decision-making body, the seven-member Central Military Commission, now

has only two people left — one of them being Xi Jinping himself.
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An editorial in the official newspaper
PLA Daily framed the decision asthe Com-
munist Party’s commitment to weeding
out corruption — something Xi also em-
phasised when he first assumed power in
2012. He vowed to go after corrupt officials,
stating that the targets would range from
the top leaders to the lowest-ranking
people (what he called “tigers and flies”).

Since 2023, the list of those purged, in-
cluding civilian leaders, has rapidly ac-
cumulated top names in defence, including
former Defence Minister Li Shangfu, former
Foreign Affairs Minister Qin Gang, and PLA
Rocket Force generals. The editorial said the
latest move showed a “clear attitude of zero
tolerance, no forbidden zones, and full
coverage in punishing corruption,” adding
that “Rome wasn’t built in a day.”

On the two men, it said they “seriously
betrayed the trust and expectations of the
Party Central Committee and the Central
Military Commission, severely trampled
on and undermined the Chairman of the
Central Military Commission’s responsibil-
ity system (referring to Xi Jinping), seri-
ously fostered political and corruption

Control
panel

With Zhang out
of the picture,
few challengers
to Xiremain.

For the next
Party Congress
in 2027, Xicould
bere-elected as
party leader fora
record fourth
term, and anew
set of loyalists
could be
assembled.

problems that undermined the Party’s ab-
solute leadership over the military...”

The language used in this portion is the
second reason why the investigation has
raised eyebrows. Apart from the usual termi-
nology of “indiscipline”, which indicates cor-
ruption, thereisa perception that Zhang may
have done something that Xi deemed as a
threat to his authority. Bill Bishop, a US-
based journalist and longtime China-
watcher, wrote in his newsletter ‘Sinocism’
thatthe text “makesitsound like Xisaw them
asundermining himin the military, atleast.”

The third reason concerns the CMC
itself. Lyle Morris, a Senior Fellow for For-
eign Policy and National Security at the
Asia Policy Center for China Analysis, re-
cently posted a photo showing its current
status on X. Thanks to the purges, the CMC
is at its lowest-ever strength (see box).

The CMC oversees key aspects of the mili-
tary, including procurement and combat
preparedness. The removals have sparked
concerns about the health of the military.

Many theories in Youxia’s case
Several analysts have noted that at this

Zhang Youxia, 75, was China’s top
army officer. His removal leaves the
CMC atits lowest-ever strength and
raises questions about the PLA

stage, most theories surrounding the epi-
sode arejust that, but they are based on an
understanding of the systems at play.

The SCMPreported that Zhang was ac-
cused of “failing to rein in his close associ-
ates, family members and relatives. He was
also blamed for not flagging problems to
the party leadership at the first instance.”

The Wall Street Journal, apart from talk-
ing about a “leak” of nuclear secrets, re-
ported that Zhang was accused of “accept-
ing bribes for official acts, including the
promotion of an officer to defense min-
ister”. He was also being investigated for
“allegedly forming political cliques™.

The nuclear leak charge is significant,
concerning a highly sensitive issue, but
many of the other charges have echoes in
past purges. Anushka Saxena, aresearcher
focusing on the PLA at the Bengaluru-
based thinktank Takshashila Institution,
earlier told The Indian Express that cor-
ruption wasindeed a serious issue and that
Xi had, of late, removed even his loyalists
under such charges.

The logic goes that for China to project
itself as a major global power, inefficiencies
inwar planning are not affordable, particu-
larly concerning Taiwan.

What it says about Xi

Do all of these changes point to Xi’s
waning authority, or a potential change in
leadership? Not necessarily. In fact, one ar-
gument is that Xi purging those close to
him could project hisimage asaleader sin-
gularly devoted to fighting corruption. It
could pointtoaman whois capable of mak-
ing major political changes without facing
achallenger.

But the changes may not herald a new-
and-improved PLA, just yet. Questions
could be raised internally about Xi’s picks,
about no one being safe, and could ulti-
mately impact the forces’ morale.

Saxena told The Indian Express, “One
cannot possibly imagine that the Chinese
military is the same beast when most of its
most experienced commanders are purged
or constantly replaced.”

She added that while activities such as
military flybys around Taiwan will con-
tinue, as will skirmishes with the Philip-
pinesinthe South China Sea or with Japan,
“war is a different game.”

Writing in her newsletter ‘Eye on China’,
Saxena noted: “As vice chairmen go away,
war planning becomes tougher, and the
show of face vis-a-vis actors in the Taiwan
Strait, the South China Sea, and even the
Himalayas becomes tougher,” she wrote.

Month ago, Pentagon flagged PLA ‘disruption’ from removals

Anil Sasi
New Delhi, January 26

OVER THE weekend, China’s most senior
army officer, General Zhang Youxia, wasre-
ported to be under official investigation. A
report from The Wall Street Journal stated
thatit stemmed from allegations of leaking
information related to the country’s nuclear
weapons programme to the US.

The Pentagon’s most recent annual re-
port on China’s armed forces specifically
flagged the removal of senior officers of the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) having
“caused uncertainty over organisational
priorities” and “reverberated throughout
theranks of the PLA”. The report, published
in December, said corruption in Chinese
defence procurement had led to “ob-
served” capability shortfalls, such as mal-
functioning lids on missile silos.

“These investigations very likely risk
short-term disruptions in the operational
effectiveness of the PLA... Alternatively,
the PLA could emerge as a more proficient
fighting force in the future if it uses the cur-
rent campaign to eliminate systemic issues
enabling corruption,” the Department of
Defence’s annual report on military and se-

curity developments relating to the
People’s Republic of China had said.

Top general under lens

Zhang is the vice-chairman of the Cen-
tral Military Commission (CMC), China’s
supreme military command body, serving
as the second-most senior officer under
President Xi Jinping, and haslongbeen re-
garded as Xi’s closest ally within the armed
forces. China's defence ministry said it had
opened an investigation into the country's
highest-ranking general over “grave viol-
ations of discipline and the law”, without
any further details about accusations
against General Zhang. In its announce-
ment, the ministry said another senior
military officer, General Liu Zhenli, was
also under investigation.

Their removal follows the expulsion of
nine top generals in October: one of the lar-
gest public crackdowns on the military in
decades. With the latest purge, the CMC is
now down from the original seven
members to just two: Xi, who is the chair,
and Zhang Shengmin, who is responsible
for the military’s disciplinary affairs.

Early into its annual report on military
and security developments of China, the

Causeand

effect

® Therecent
removals reflect
Chinese leaders’ de-
creased confidence
inthe reliability of
the PLA leadership.

® The number of
personnel removed
likely has implica-
tions for the PLA’s
progress towards its
2027 modernisation
goals, whichinclude
a Taiwan plan.

Pentagoninserted a section titled ‘PLA Cor-
ruption Developments’. “The PLA has con-
tinued to experience corruption-related in-
vestigationsin every service, which haveled
tothe removal of dozens of general officers.
By late 2024, corruption issues had again
reached the level of the CMC. Additionally,
multiple senior officers and defence indus-
try executives have not been seen attending
public events, suggesting that additional
corruption investigations remain in prog-
ress,” the Pentagon report said.
Accordingtothe WSJreport, the allega-
tions were outlined during a closed-door
briefing on Saturday attended by senior
military officers, shortly before China’s
Ministry of National Defence announced
an investigation into Zhang Youxia. The
Ministry said Zhang was suspected of seri-
ous violations of party discipline and state
law, without elaborating on the charges.

CMC members’ purge

Beijing has detained or suspended
multiple members of its Central Military
Commission. In March 2025, CMC Vice
Chairman He Weidong was reportedly de-
tained and has not made any public appear-
ancessince the end of the National People’s

Congress in early March last year. As one of
two CMCvice chairmen, he shared respon-
sibility with Vice Chairman Zhang Youxia
for direct oversight over the 15 departments,
commissions, and offices of the CMC.

“He’s likely detention indicates how
over a decade into Xi’s anti-corruption
campaign, corruption still extends to even
the most senior officers who have been pro-
moted during Xi’s tenure. In November
2024, Admiral Miao Hua— head of the
CMC Political Work Department (PWD)
and the PLA’s top political officer — was
publicly suspended from duty on suspicion
of “serious violations of discipline.” Miao
had authority over political education,
party organisations within the military,
and had overall responsibility for “main-
taining loyalty within the PLA”.

Investigations into these military
leaders indicate Beijing is willing to purge
the military of perceived disloyalty, regard-
less of the disruptive impact on the PLA.

The total number of PLA leaders re-
moved for corruption or other unprofes-
sional conduct is hard to assess, but expul-
sions from party and state bodies are a
barometer for measuring the extent of the
removals.

© TRANSPORT

India has most road accident deaths in the world. Can ‘talking cars’ curb these?

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, January 26

THE UNION government is planning to
launch a “vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V)” safety
system to prevent road accident deaths and
reduce traffic.

V2V communication is a wireless tech-
nology that enables vehicles to communi-
cate, or “talk”, with one another. This essen-
tially meansthat vehicles can sharereal-time
information such as speed, location, accel-
eration and braking with each other.

At a meeting of the Parliamentary con-
sultative committee on January 22, Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari said the Depart-
ment of Telecommunications has allocated
the 30 GHz radio frequency for the devel-
opment of such communication systems.

The V2V system s similar to the aviation
sector technology where aircraft broadcast
their position, speed, altitude, and the
nearby aircraft and ground stationsreceive
it. This system hasbeen a crucial part of the
aviation sector across the world. In the roads

sector, however, itisstillaworkin progress.
The V2V system is in place in only a few
countries, mostly developed ones.

How will the system work?

Accordingto officials from the Ministry
of Road Transport & Highways (MoRTH),
an On-Board Unit (OBU)will beinstalled in
cars so that they can exchange information
with nearby vehicles wirelessly. This unit
will alert the driver about black spots, ob-
stacles, parked vehicles on roadsides, fog
or any potential threats.

Usually, V2V systems can detect ve-
hicles in a 300-metre range. For instance,
ifa carapplies brakes suddenly, nearby ve-
hicles will get an alert to slow down. This
could help in reducing crashes.

India ranks first in the world in total road
accident fatalities, far ahead of second-and
third-ranked countries: China accounts for
just 36%, and the US 25%, of India’s road
deaths. MoRTH Secretary V Umashankar
said the OBUs will cost between Rs 5,000
and Rs7000. These will be first installed in

Usually, V2V systems can detect vehicles in a 300-metre range. pTIFILE

new vehicles. “This will have a significant
impact on road safety. Many times, trucks
and carsare parked on the roadside, and the
speedingvehicles collide with them, which

leadsto casualties. We will be able to reduce
such accidents, since OBU will automati-
cally issue the warning,” said Umashankar
at a press conference on January 8.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

When will it be rolled out?

The government has not yetannounced
a specific date for rolling out this system.
However, it is the ministry’s key initiative
as part of its road safety programme for the
year. The secretary said the ministry is set-
ting standards for it in collaboration with
original equipment manufacturers (OEMs).
Ajoint task force has also been constituted
with the telecom department.

“Afterthe decision on the standards, we
will issue a notification. Initially, the new
vehicles will be required to install these on-
board units. After that, the old vehicles will
be fitted with this. Under the National Fre-
quency Allocation Plan, the Department of
Telecommunications will provide free
spectrum. So the OEMs would be able to
usethisspectrum and getitinstalled in the
vehicle. Our aim is to get it implemented
this year,” said the MoRTH secretary.

What are the challenges?

The V2V system has some limitations
and privacy concerns. The frequency band

New Delhi

allocated for the system might not support
all vehicles. This means that incorrect in-
formation canlead to accidents and deaths.

The otherissueisthatit will store alarge
amount of data— about the vehicles, their
location, details about the driver, etc. This
puts the whole intelligent transport infra-
structure at potential risk of being misused.
It would certainly require government
regulations and rules to implement. Cyber
attacks are another concern for this system.

Which countries use V2V?

The US is the leader in V2V communi-
cation systems research and itsimplemen-
tation, with strong regulation. Models like
the Volkswagen Golf 8 and the Cadillac
models in the US come with this tech.

European countries such as Germany,
France and the UK, too, are incorporating
V2V into new vehicles and smart city pro-
jects. China is another major adopter of
V2V. Countries such asthe UAE, Saudi Ara-
bia, Brazil and Mexico are in early pilot
stages to roll out V2V systems.
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PCBdefers
World Cupcall,
Indiamatch
boycottlooms

Express News Service
Chennai, January 26
THE PAKISTAN Cricket Board
(PCB) has deferred its decision
on participation in the up-
coming T20 World Cup, with
chairman Mohsin Naqvi saying
a final call will be taken either
on Friday or by Monday.
Naqvi met Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Monday and said the issue was
discussed in detail. “Had a pro-
ductive meetingwith the Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,” Naqvi
tweeted. “Briefed him on the
ICC matter, and he directed that
we resolve it while keeping all
options on the table. It was
agreed that the final decision
will be taken either on Friday or
next Monday.” His comments
came days after he said the deci-
sion on sending the team to Sri
Lanka for the T20 World Cup
would be taken after consulta-
tions with the government.
While Pakistan have already
announced their squad for the
tournament, scheduled tobegin
on February 7, speculation over
their participation has intensi-
fied. The controversy began
after the PCB supported Bang-
ladesh’sdecision nottotravel to
India duringan ICCboard meet-
ing. Bangladesh were subse-
quently dropped from the T20
World Cup and replaced by
Scotland, prompting Pakistan to
accuse the ICC of double stan-
dards, citing India being
allowed to play the Champions
Trophy at a neutral venue.
Although the PCB has not
officially indicated that it may
pull out of the tournament, re-
ports from Pakistan suggest
multiple options are being con-
sidered. One possibility is Pak-
istan refusing to play their
group-stage match against
India on February 15 in Co-
lombo. Grouped with India,
Namibia, the USA and the Ne-
therlands, Pakistan would for-
feit two points if they skip the
match and could also face ICC
sanctions, given that an India-
Pakistan clash is the tourna-
ment’s most commercially
valuable fixture. The match is
scheduled to be played in Co-
lombo under an arrangement
between the two boards that
fixtures involving both teams
in ICC tournaments hosted by
either country are to be held at
neutral venues. However, there
is also uncertainty over the
prospect of the two teams meet-
ing in the knockout stages.
Amid the uncertainty,
former Pakistan cricketer Basit
Ali has urged the PCB not to
boycott the match against
India. “Pakistan should not
boycott, but wear black arm-
bands and play the India
game,” Basit said on his You-
Tube channel BasitAliShow.
Basit also questioned the
timing of any potential boycott.
“Why wait for the February 15
India vs Pakistan game at the
T20 World Cup? If you have to
boycott, doiton February1dur-
ing the Pakistan vs India U-19
World Cup match,” he said.
ICC sources told The Indian
Express that if Pakistan decides
toboycott the T20 World Cup or
withdraw from the tournament,
the ICC could impose sanctions.
These could include suspension
of bilateral series and exclusion
from the Asia Cup.

WEAPONS FINE-TUNED FOR TITLE DEFENCE

Bumrah effect: India’s ultimate

Premier pacer is redefining fast
bowling in shortest format with
unmatched versatility, precision

VenkataKrishna B
Chennai, January 26

JASPRITBUMRAH isnotjusta
bowler who executes plans—
he's the plan itself. As teams
prepare their strategies for the
T20 World Cup, they'll face an
unsolvable riddle: How do you
plan for abowler who can bowl
anywhere, anytime, and de-
liver magic with every ball? A
couple of Kiwis found that out
on Monday.

Tim Seifert stood at the
crease, his reputation as one of
T20 cricket's most explosive
openers—boasting a strike rate
0f142.66—preceding him. The
New Zealand wicketkeeper-
batsman wasn't attempting
anything reckless. He was
simply playing the line. Then
Jasprit Bumrah happened.

One delivery. That's all it
took. The balllanded onagood
length just outside off-stump at
137 kmph, swungin 0.3 degrees
with the angle, prompting Sei-
fert to commiit.

Then it seamed away 0.8 de-
grees—asubtle but devastating
deviation that sent the off-
stump cartwheeling. Seifert
hurried back to the pavilion,
another victim of Bumrah's
extraordinary craft.

Artofdeception

To the naked eye, the de-
livery that dismissed Seifert in
the third T20I at Guwahati did-
n'tappear extraordinary at first
glance. But television replays
revealed the brutal truth: Sei-
fert had been completely out-
foxed. He isn't alone. Babar
Azam and Muhammad Rizwan
have found their defenses
breached in similarly spectacu-
lar fashion by Bumrah. The dis-
missal evoked memories of

Wasim Akram's magic against
Rahul Dravid at the famous
Chennai Testin1999. But Bum-
rahisconjuring thiswizardryin
T20 cricket—a format where
margins are razor-thin and
batsmen are supposed to domi-
nate.

While India's breathtaking
acceleration with the bat has
reinforced why they're top fa-
vourites to defend their T20
World Cup title, their bowling
unit—despite rotation—has
been equally impressive.

They defended totals at
Nagpur despite dew, limited
New Zealand to 208/6 on a flat
Raipur deck, and delivered
another clinical performance
at Guwahati. The damage
started by Harshit Rana was
completed by Bumrah, return-
ing figures of 4-0-17-3.

Ultimate weapon

What makes Bumrah in-
valuable is hisunparalleled ver-
satility. He can bowl with the
new ball, in the second half of
the powerplay, through the
middle overs, and definitively
atthe death. In an era obsessed
with match-ups, Bumrah's
entry point keeps opponents
perpetually guessing.

"I'mhappy asfarasI'mable
to contribute," Bumrah re-
flected after receiving the Man
of the Match award. "If the team
wants me to bowl with the new
ball, I'm more than happy. If
they want me to bowl in the
end, I'm happy to do that. Idid
that in the Asia Cup as well.
That was a new role for me—
bowling three overs in the
powerplay. But as a team, we
have to be flexible. So I'm flex-
ible aswell.”

That flexibility is a luxury
most teams can only dream of.

—
-

Jasprit Bumrah returned figures of 3/17 in the third T20l. creimas

While captains typically seek
versatility in their batting
ranks, Bumrah's sensational
form offers India a unique tac-
tical advantage. At Guwahati,
heentered assecond changein
the sixth over—the second half
of the powerplay when
batsmen are desperate to maxi-
mize field restrictions. His im-
pact wasimmediate and devas-
tating.

Perfect storm

Bumrah's liberation stems
from the strength around him.
With Arshdeep Singh exploit-

ing the new ball, Hardik Pan-
dya fit and firing, the skiddy
Harshit Rana providing
backup, and the spin duo of
Varun Chakaravarthy and Kul-
deep Yadav dominating the
middle overs, captain Suryaku-
mar Yadav can deploy Bum-
rah's four overs wherever the
game demands.

And when Bumrah takes
the ball, he possesses enough
variations to adapt to any situ-
ation. While his yorker remains
his most lethal weapon, his
good-length delivery is equally
poisonous—particularly in

trump card for T20 World Cup

subcontinental conditions with
dew factored in.

Science of Skid

Bumrah's unique bowling
action, featuring hyperexten-
sion of the elbow, means his
good-length deliveries nat-
urally skid through—arriving
quicker than they appear. Add
even slight seam movement or
swing, and what looks drive-
able at release becomes a de-
livery with the batsman's name
written on it.

Seifert perhaps paid the
price by standing rooted to the
crease, but with that pacy skid-
dingweapon tailingin, he can’t
be blamed. Later, Kyle Jamie-
son attempted to play off the
back foot and lost hisleg stump.
Inthe dressingroom afterward,
both would have realized the
cruel truth: those deliveries of-
fered no correct response—
neither forward nor back.

That length, when dragged
slightly back, becomes the har-
dest for batsmen to clear the
boundary. And even when
batsmen believe they've
adapted, Bumrah produces
another trick from his sleeve—
a well-disguised slower ball
that's almost impossible to pick.

While spinners Varun Cha-
karavarthy and Kuldeep Yadav
provide X-factor options, Bum-
rah offers something even rarer
in modern T20 cricket: com-
plete control across all phases
of the game, regardless of
match situation.

His ability to swing momen-
tum, break partnerships, and
deliver in pressure moments
makes him India's ultimate
trump card. In the format that
supposedly  belongs to
batsmen, one man is rewriting
the rules with a cricket ball in
hand—provingthateveninthe
most explosive eraof the game,
quality will always trump
power. In a team brimming
with match-winners, Bumrah
could well be the one that wins
them the T20 World Cup.

How Kishan'’s early intent is powering India’s powerplays

Shankar Nayaran
Mumbai, January 26

WHEN SANJU Samson fell on
the very first ball in the third
T20I against New Zealand at
Guwahati on Sunday, the Kiwi
bowlers felt they had a foot in
the door. What they may not
have accounted for was the
"Ishan Kishan effect."

The left-hander doesn't
treat scorecardslike O/1and 6/2
as a crisis right now, but as an
opportunity to disrupt. By
facing 13 of the next 19 balls in
the third T20I, he protected Ab-
hishek Sharma, allowing the
youngster to find his feet while
the scoreboard raced to a rec-
ord-breaking 50 in 19 balls.

Earlier at Raipur, India was
in deep trouble at 6/2, chasing
a massive 209. Instead of re-
treating, Kishan went into over-
drive. By the time the power-
play was over, Kishan had
already blazed to 56 runs.

How did Kishan steer the
3.10overs?
Ishan Kishan faced 13 out of

Ishan Kishan is not treating scorecards like 6/2 or 0/1like crises but
opportunities to disrupt. CREIMAS FOR BCCI

the 19 balls and made 28 runs,
while Abhishek Sharma faced
the remaining six deliveries
and made 23 runsin this phase

score to 53/2. Kishan smashed
three fours and two sixes while
Abhishek hit two fours and two
sixes in this phase.

of the innings.

® Kishan: 0, 6, 6,4, 0, 4, How has Kishan’s

0,1,2,0,1,4,out powerplay batting

® Abhishek:6,1,4,2,4,6 helped Indiarecover
L} from early wickets?

What was the With Tilak Varma re-

boundary split covering frominjury, Ki-

duringthese 3.1 overs? shan hasbatted at number three

The duohitacombined nine
boundary shots to propel the

in each of the last three T20Is.
The southpaw’s exploits in the

last two T20Is have been game-
changing. Inthe third T20L, after
Samson fell for a first-ball duck,
Kishanimmediately counter-at-
tacked, scoring16 off his first five
balls, and ensured New Zealand
couldn't build on the momen-
tum of that early wicket.

In the second T20I, India
were 6/1 chasing 209 and were
soon 6/2 the following over
when Abhishek fell for a first-
ball duck. Kishan took total
control of this state of despair,
scoring 56 in the next 25 balls
during the powerplay, single-
handedly powering India to
75/2 by the end of the six overs.

The fireworks from Kishan
sparked praise from captain Su-
ryakumar Yadav. “I’ve never
seen anyonebat at 6 for2in that
manner and still end the
powerplay around 67 or 70.
Chasing200 or 210, thisis what
we want from batters,” Surya
said at the post-match presen-
tation, after the win.

Whatis the significance of
Kishan’s strike rate from
first two balls?

Ever since he first played for
India in 2021, Kishan has car-
ried a mindset where he looks
to hit his first ball for a bound-
ary or a six. He hit a four on his
first-ever T20I ball that he faced
and a six off the first ball he
faced in ODIs. In this series, his
strike rate across his first two
deliveries have been consist-
ently above 200, a psychologi-
cal tactic that has pushed New
Zealand on the backfoot de-
spite taking early wickets.

How has this aggressive
powerplay approach
helped other batters like
Suryakumar Yadav?

By bossing the powerplay
on Sunday, Kishan and Abhis-
hek effectively Kkilled the
required run rate early. When
Suryaarrived, the pressure was
non-existent. In the third T201,
the asking rate was so low that
the India captain could play his
natural, creative game without
risk and finished with an un-
beaten 57 off 26 balls and en-
sured the hosts won with 10
overs to spare.

e WOMEN’S PREMIER LEAGUE

Sciver-Brunt makes history as champions power past RCB

SYNOPSIS: Sciver-Brunt
scores WPL's first-ever
century, leads MI to first
win in four in boost to
their playoff hopes.

Express News Service
New Delhi, January 26

A MONSTER middle overs
partnership — one that saw the
Women’s Premier League’s
first-ever century come from
the bat of England skipper Nat
Sciver-Brunt -- followed by
table toppers Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) losing their
top-order for 40 runs, allowed
Mumbai Indians to pump life
into their playoff hopes on
Monday in Vadodara.

Nat stabilises first

When MI skipper Harman-
preet Kaur said at the toss she

would have fielded if she won,
the thought tracked with the
Vadodara pitch that has seen
the ball coming on to the bat
slowly. That thought may have
gained further weight when
Mumbai struggled to get out of
the blocks - a persistent issue
this season - and produced
only 38 from the powerplay
overs.

But Sciver-Brunt first held
the fort with Hayley Matthews
after Lauren Bell foxed Sajee-
van Sajana with a delivery that
stayed straight and rapped her
on the pad. And once they had
steadied the innings at 75/1
after ten overs, they went hunt-
ing for boundaries. Bell wasthe
only bowler who had an econ-
omy rate under 10, as Bruntand
Matthews picked everyone
apart.

Sciver-Brunt’s international
strike rate stays a shade under

Nat Sciver-Brunt hit the WPL's first-ever century. CREIMAS FOR BCCI

120, her WPL SR bumps up to
just over 144. Against RCB, she
hit100 off 57 balls, accelerating
inthe middle overs with noreal
questions posed. The partner-
ship (131 from 73 balls) came to

an end when captain Mand-
hana brought Bell into the at-
tack, who took Matthews (56
from 39 balls) out of the
equation. But then a12-ball-20-
run cameo from Harmanpreet

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

followed. MI, who had lost their
last three games, found the
partnerships they were missing
and posted an above par target
of 200 with Sciver-Brunt re-
maining unbeaten with a his-
toric century - her first-ever in
the T20 format.

Top half disorder

Any hopes of Bengaluru liv-
ing up to the form they have
shown through most of the sea-
son fizzled out within the
powerplay as Matthews, who
had excelled with the bat, took
out Smriti Mandhana, Georgia
Voll and Radha Yadav in a
clutch two-over spell. On the
other end, Shabnil Ismail took
the all-important wicket of
RCB’s power-hitter Grace
Smith, who gave away the faint-
estofedgesattheend of anine-
ball stay and then picked up
RCB’slatest find Gautami Naik.

Five wickets and forty runs - Is-
mail and Matthews wrecked
Bengaluru’s batting lineup.

For a brief moment there
was hope that Nadine de Klerk
and Richa Ghosh —-so impactful
for South Africa and India at
the World Cup —would possibly
steady the ship. But Amelia
Kerr removed de Klerk from the
mix and despite Ghosh and
Shreyanka Patil smashing 27
from the penultimate over, the
task of 32 from the final six balls
was a bit too much for the duo
to salvage.

BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai In-
dians 199/4 (Nat Sciver-Brunt
100, Hayley Matthews S56;
Lauren Bell 2/21) defeated
Royal Challengers Benga-
luru 184/9 in 20 overs (Richa
Ghosh 90; Hayley Matthews
3/10, Shabnim Ismail 2/25) by 15
runs.

New Delhi
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Piyush Kumar celebrates his double century on Monday. pri

Piyush double ton powers
Bihar to Ranji Trophy Plate title

BIHAR CAPITALISED on opener Piyush Singh's magnifi-
cent second-innings double century and incisive bowling
spells from Suraj Kashyap and Himanshu Singh to hammer
Manipur by amassive 568 runs in the Plate final, sealing a
triumphant return to the Ranji Trophy Elite Group in Patna

on Monday. PTI

BRIEF SCORES: Bihar 522 & 505/6 decl (Piyush Singh 216;
Pheiroijam Jotin 3/85) beat Manipur 264 & 95 all out (Phei-
roijam Jotin 74; Prashant Singh 2/51) by 568 runs.

Bradman’s cap,
gifted toIndian,
fetches $460k

DON BRADMAN’S ‘Baggy
Green’ cap, which he wore
inthe first Test series that
India played inthe
country’sindependent his-
tory, was sold for $460,000
ataGold Coast auction,
fetchingthe highest price
foracap sported by the
great Australian batter.
Bradman had gifted the cap
toRanga Sohoni, who had
played one of the five Tests
that India played on the
tour. The capwas sold to an
anonymous bidder and will
be kept on display at an Aus-
tralian museum, local
mediareported. ENS

Indians secure10
medals at Youth

Contender

INDIAN PADDLERS
enjoyed arich haul of 10
medals, including four
gold, atthe 2026 WTT Star
Youth Contender and
Feedereventsin Doha,
highlighted by AhonaRay's
top-podium finish in the
fiercely contested Under-15
girls' category. India
enjoyed asweep of the po-
dium inthe Under-15 girls'
category, with Ahona, An-
kolika Chakraborty and
Naisha Rewaskar finishing
inthe top three positions.
PTI

Qatar influence
grows, Al Thani
elected OCA prez

QATARSCORED awinin
Olympic politics Monday,
with the emirate also aim-
ingtohostthe 2036
Summer Games. Olympic
Council of Asia members
elected Sheikh Joaan bin
Hamad Al Thani as their
president to complete the
term in office of Randir
Singh of India, who stepped
down for health reasons.
Sheikh Joaan was the only
candidate nominated and
received 44 votes, with one
OCA member abstaining, at
the Olympicbody's annual
assembly. His term runs to
2028.AP

Young shuttlers
eye strong start
in Bangkok

A CROP of young Indian
shuttlers will aim to seize
an early-season opportun-
itywhen they begin their
campaigns at the Thailand
Masters,aUSD 250,000
event, beginning in Bang-
kok on Tuesday. The tour-
nament offers a valuable
opportunity for the likes of
Priyanshu Rajawat, Kiran
George and Tharun Manne-
palli to test themselves and
attemptdeeprunsatthe
Super 300 level, the second-
lowest tier within the main
Badminton World
Federation World Tour
structure. PTI

KIWG 2026:
Army retainice
hockey gold

INDIAN ARMY summoned
all their experience to edge
out Chandigarh 3-2 and re-
tain their Khelo India
Winter Games men'sice-
hockey gold medal on Mon-
day. The Army's match-
winner came with just
three minutesleft on the
clockand the Ladakh leg of
KIWG 2026 could not have
asked for abetter and thril-
ling ending. Haryana won
the team championship
title of the Ladakh phase of
KIWG 2026, thanks to their
four golds. PTI

F1: Ex-Red Bull
boss interested

in Alpine stake

THE ALPINE Formulalteam
confirmed Sunday that ex-
Red Bull boss Christian
Hornerisamongtheinter-
ested partiesin buyinga mi-
nority stake in the team. “It
isnosecretthat Otro Capital
hasheld talks to sell its stake
intheteam,” Alpinesaidina
statement. “One of those
parties to express an interest
isagroup of investors, which
alsoincludes Christian
Horner.” Horner was fired by
RedBullinJulytoend a20-
year stint thatincluded eight
Fldrivers'titlesbutalsore-
cent turmoil thatrocked the
teamon and offthe track. AP

Stay away from socials: |
Rahane to Gambhir

Express News Service
New Delhi, January 26

FORMER INDIA Test captain
Ajinkya Rahane has said that
head coach Gautam Gambhir
should probably consider stay-
ing away from social media as
much as possible until the end
ofthe 2026 T20 World Cup. Ra-
hane expressed the opinion
while talking about Gambhir’s
recent exchange with Congress
Member of Parliament Shashi
Tharoor on the social media
platform ‘X’. Gambhir had sar-
castically criticised those that
think that the coach has “unili-
mited authority”.

“My only response to this s,
GG should stay away from social
media,” said Rahane on Cric-
buzz. “Probably not think too
much about what people are
talkingabout him or telling him.
He played cricket in a great

manner and now heiscoaching
Indiawhichisavery responsible
job. That’s my personal opinion,
something that even [ used to
do. Stay away from social media
and focus the big event that’s
coming, till the World Cup is
over.” The 2026 T20 World Cup
starts on February 7.

Tharoor had posted a pic-
ture with Gambhir, saying that
he met the former India opener
in Nagpur, where the team had
played their first T20I against
New Zealand on Wednesday.
India won the match by 48 runs
and havetakenal-Oleadinthe
five-match series.

“When the dust settles,
truth & logic about a coach’s
supposedly “unlimited author-
ity” will become clear. Till then
I’'m amused at being pitted
against my own who are the
very best!” Gambhir wrote in
response to Tharoor’s post.
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Sh*thappens:
Gukeshonhis
blunders

Amit Kamath
Mumbai, January 26

“SHIT HAPPENS.” That was
world champion Gukesh’s
frank assessment about his
stunning blunder two rounds
ago in the game against arch-
rival Nodirbek Abdusattorov at
the Tata Steel Chess tourna-
ment in Wijk aan Zee.

The blunder, in an equalish
position, meant that Gukesh
would immediatelylose a pawn
and then a rook, and would be
likely checkmated later on in
the game. Gukesh had resigned
from the game soon after-
wards, and had also lost to
Anish Giri the next day before
finally bouncing back with a
victory over Vladimir Fedoseev
with black pieces on Sunday in
round 8.

Gukesh had seemed incon-
solable in the aftermath of the
result against Abdusattorov,
spending five minutes at the
table speechless even as the Uz-
bekistan grandmaster tried to
engage him in conversation
and analyse the game. Later,
Gukesh had walked into the
press room at the tournament
venue where he had spent
another 10 to 15 minutes in si-
lence with his face turned away
from the world as he tried to
come to terms with the
blunder.

Speaking about the incident
after he managed to defeat Fe-
doseev on Sunday, a smiling
Gukesh said: “The best part
about the blunder is that I can-
not even explain how it hap-
pened. In a way, those kinds of
blunders are perhaps easier to
handle than the ones you can
actually explain. This just
happens—I mean, shit
happens—it’s what happened.
After that, ] managed to move
on. I think the more painful
game was the one against
Anish Giri (in round 7) because
I was just completely off; I
played one of my worst games
inquiteawhile.It’'sbeenagood
challenge: After two losses, I
still have to play good chess,
and I've managed to do that,”
Gukesh told the YouTube chan-
nel of Tata Steel Chess tourna-
ment in an interview on Sun-
day after his win.

Abdusattorov had struck a
sympathetic note after winning
against Gukesh, even as he
called the blunder “unexplain-
able.” “I feel very sorry for him.
It’s a terrible feeling. I've done
it myself many times. Soit’san
absolutely horrible feeling,” a
sympathetic Abdusattorov said
in an interview with the You-
Tube channel of Tata Steel
Chess tournament after his
win. “This game was pretty
much normal. At some point I
think he was getting excited
and he was obviously trying to
pushbutIsort of controlled the
margin. I thought I had a good
margin to draw and at the end
he was gettinglow on time and
he felt nervous and he blun-
dered horribly.”

After twolossesin arow, the
game against Fedoseev pro-
vided some respite to the world
champion.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

In Melbourne heat, Sinneron a
hot streak with 18 straight wins

Defending champion demolishes
Luciano Darderi in straight sets;
Swiatek stays in hunt for career slam

Associated Press
Melbourne, January 26

TWO-TIME defending cham-
pion Jannik Sinner beat com-
patriot Luciano Darderi 6-1, 6-
3, 76 (2) two days after
admitting he felt lucky to sur-
vive the third round.

Sinner struggled with the
extreme heat and cramping in
his Saturday afternoon win
over No. 85-ranked Eliot Spiz-
zirri, and only took control of
that match after the roof was
closed in the third set.

His evening match Monday
was much cooler, and so was
Sinner. He served a personal
best 19 aces and improved his
streak to 18 straight wins at Mel-
bourne Park. The Italian star
next faces No. 8-seeded Ben
Shelton, who beat No. 12 Casper
Ruud 3-6, 6-4, 6-3, 6-4 inanight
match. Sinner has won his last
eight meetings with the 23-
year-old American, including
last year's semifinal here.

Another Italian, Lorenzo
Musetti, reached the quarterfi-
nals for the first time in Austra-
lia with a 6-2, 7-5, 6-4 win over
an ailing Taylor Fritz.

It completed a Grand Slam
set of quarterfinals for the 23-
year-old Italian.The fifth-
seeded Musetti has had a dis-
rupted run, with members of
his support team having to re-
turn home for personal rea-
sons. He also had to leave his
family behind after the birthin
November of his second son.

“I feel more mature on the
court. I'm playing better for
that, and for them,” he said. His
next mission is against a rested
Novak Djokovic. The 24-time
major winner was scheduled to
be the feature night match

Monday but instead had a
walkover into the quarterfi-
nals.Heat is onWith a forecast
maximum temperature of 45
degrees Celsius (113 Fahren-
heit) on Tuesday, organizers
planned to open the gates early
for fans.

All-American quarters

Jessica Pegula knocked
podcast pal and defending
champion Madison Keys out of
the Australian Open on Mon-
day to secure a quarterfinal
against Amanda Anisimova,
another all-American match.

Their fourth-round winson
Day 9 means four Americans
have reached the women's
singleslast eight in Australia for
the first time since 2001, when
Serena and Venus Williams,
Jennifer Capriati, Monica Seles
and Lindsay Davenport made it
through.

Itisalso the first time the top
six seeds in the women’s and
men’s singles have all qualified
for the last eight of a Grand
Slam event in the Open
Era.“Sucks that one American
has to go out in the quarterfi-
nals,” Anisimova said.

No. 6-seeded Pegula had a
slightly different take: “At least
one of us will get through and I
think that’s great for American
tennis. Yeah, it’s been pretty
crazy how well the women have
been doing and how many top-
ranked girls there are. I'm just
happy to be a part of that con-
versation.”

Pegulaand No. 4 Anisimova
advanced aday after No. 3 Coco
Gauffand 18-year-old Iva Jovic
earned their places onthe other
side of the draw.

Pegula's 6-3, 6-4 win at Rod
Laver Arena ended Keys' first

Defending champion Jannik Sinner beat fellow Italian Luciano Darderi 6-1, 6-3, 7-6 (2). A

; Order of play
(Quarterfinals)

ROD LAVER ARENA: 1-Aryna Sa-
balenka (Belarus) v 29-lva Jovic
(U.S.); 3-Alexander Zverev (Ger-
many) v 25-Learner Tien (U.S.);
3-Coco Gauff (U.S.) v12-Elina
Svitolina (Ukraine); 1-Carlos
Alcaraz (Spain) v 6-Alex de Minaur
(Australia)

Live on Sony Sports Network,
6amonwards
g

Grand Slam title defense in a
tough section of the draw.

Anisimova, runner-up at
the last two majors at Wimble-
don and the U.S. Open, ad-
vanced 7-6 (4), 6-4 over Wang
Xinyu as the temperature
started rising at Melbourne
Park and organizers triggered
the heat stress policy, which
allowed for extra cooling
breaks.

“What a battle out there.
Tough conditions against a

NumberPlate
45°C

® Monday at the Australian Open
was stifling but day 10 of the
Grand Slam on Tuesday will be on
another level, with a forecast of
45 degrees, raising the prospect
of match disruptions and closed
roofs at the main stadiums.

really good opponent,” Anisi-
mova said. “There were alot of
fans from China today but,
honestly, it made the atmos-
phere great.”

Swiatek’s quest

No.2IgaSwiatek continued
her quest to complete a career
Grand Slam with a 6-0, 6-3win
over home qualifier Maddison
Inglis, giving the center court
crowd little to cheer on the Aus-
tralia Day national holiday.

Swiatek next meets No. 5
Elena Rybakina, runner-up to
Aryna Sabalenka here in 2023.

Pegulaisin the quarterfinals for
the fourth time in Australiabut
has never previously gone
further at the season-opening
major. Anisimova is in the last
eight here for the first time.

“Thave been seeing, hitting,
moving, I feel very well this
whole tournament, and to be
able to keep that up against
such a great player as Maddie
and defending champion was
going to be a lot tougher of a
task today,” Pegula said, “I was
still able to do that really well.”

Pegula and Keys had played
three times previously, and
Keys had won the last two. But
on Monday it was Pegula who
dominated, racing to 4-1 leads
in both sets.

“I feltif I didn’t hit a really
good ballimmediately, she was
in charge of the points,” Keys
said. “Iwaskind of struggling to
kind of get that dominance
back.”

Pegula's best performance
inamajorwasreachingthe U.S.
Open final in 2024.Men's draw
Three Italian men started Day
9. Only two could advance.

Detending champ Keys loses match and a friendly bet

Express News Service
January 26

AFRIENDLY wager over apple
pie topped with melted ched-
dar cheese proved to be motiva-
tion enough for Jessica Pegula
than defending champion
status for Madison Keys at the
Australian Open on Monday.
Pegula defeated her close
friend and podcast co-host 6-3
6-4 in an all-American fourth-
round clash on Rod Laver
Arena, ending Keys’ title de-
fence in just 78 minutes and
settling alight-hearted bet that
had been brewing off court.
Pegula will face Amanda
Anisimova in the quarterfinal
inanother all-American match.
Pegula and Anisimova’s
wins on Day 9 meant four
Americans reached the

women's singles quarterfinals
in Australia for the first time
since 2001, when Serena and
Venus Williams, Jennifer Ca-
priati, Monica Seles and Lind-
say Davenport made it to the
last 8.

Pegula’s win also meant
Keys must now sample a
Pegula family Thanksgiving
tradition — apple pie topped
with melted cheddar cheese —
adelicacy Keys had previously
vowed never to try.

“Inthe US, we have Thanks-
giving, and I don’t know why -
my grandparents are Canadian
-but thisis something my mum
always did,” Pegula said in her
on-court interview. “Tell me if
this is weird or if it's real. They
would melt cheddar cheese on
their apple pie.”

Keys conceded defeat to

Madison Keys (R) lost to her podcast pal Jessica Pegula. ap

both the scoreboard and the
wager. “A bet is a bet, soI'll do
it,” she said later. “I hope it’s
less gross than Ithinkit’s going
tobe.”

Had the result gone the
other way, Pegula would have
been the one paying up - by

wearing a Kansas City Chiefs
jersey, complete with a Travis
Kelce-Taylor Swift crossover.
Pegula, whose billionaire par-
ents own the NFL’s Buffalo
Bills, admitted the prospect
was strong motivation.

"She wanted me to wear a

Keys must now
sample a Pegula

family Thanksgiving

tradition — apple
pietoppedwith
melted cheddar
cheese—adelicacy
Keys had previously
vowed nevertotry.

[Travis] Kelce slash Taylor Swift
Chiefs jersey," Pegula said.
“Honestly, I had alot of motiva-
tion today not to wear that.”

After sealingthe win, Pegula
scribbled “no Chiefs jersey
today” on a courtside camera
lens before the two friends were
spotted laughing together in
the locker room.

e STOP-GAP COACHES

Football’s perennial ingratitude towards caretaker managers

SandipG
New Delhi, January 26

THE AWAY end at the Emirates
Stadium chanted Michael Car-
rick’s name. The players leapt
into Carrick’s embrace when
the final whistle blew, capping
a liberating victory for the be-
leaguered Manchester United
over league toppers Arsenal.

There was newfound joy
and bounce in their game,
there was renewed optimism
among their fans. After Ruben
Amorim’s rigid reign, the old
midfield warhorse, the care-
taker manager, has instilled a
sense of belief that had eluded
the faithfuls with successive
wins over Manchester City and
Arsenal in London, the first
time in nine seasons.

Yet, club legend Roy Keane
quipped that even if Carrick
were to win the remaining
games, he wouldn’t make his
job permanent. “If United win
every game until the end of the
season, I still wouldn't be giving
him the job. I still wouldn't be
convinced he's the man for the
job. Absolutely not,” he would
say. The observation offered a
glimpse into the thankless
world of caretakers, or “interim
managers”, as is the phrase in

vogue these days.

It’sboth a cruel and reward-
ingworld. If the caretaker does
a credible job, his reputation is
enhanced, he might fetch a
handsomejob elsewhere. Yet at
the end of the season, their brief
tenure ends with awarmhand-
shake, a “thankyou” noteand a
hefty reward. Abigger manager
lands up next yeatr.

The caretaker, often, ends
upinasmaller club,amid-table
or promoted side, or a Cham-
pionship side. Some of them
become crisis specialists, hired
to stave off relegation or a mid-
table slump. There would be no
dearth of jobs, there would al-
ways be a clubin crisis.

Carrick has tasted it once,
when he managed the club
briefly but successfully after the
ouster of Ole Gunnar Solskjaer.
He soon found a job with
Middlesborough, where he
spent three futile seasons fight-
ing for promotion.

History, perhaps, isasource
of cynicism. In 34 Premier
League seasons, only 21 care-
taker managers had their job
made permanent. Of those only
a handful enjoyed reasonable
success. Chelsea's Roberto Di
Matteo’s name strikes first. Tak-
ing over the London club from

Manchester United interim manager Michael Carrick might not be
entrusted with the job despite wins over Man City and Arsenal. Ap

Andre Villas-Boas, he steered
Chelseatotheir maiden Cham-
pions League, the Holy Grail for
then owner Roman Abramo-
vich. He was furnished a two-
year contract, but was fired by
November next season after
league failings.

Bolstering the sense of fore-
boding when making an in-
terim coach permanent is that
only one of these 21 has ever
lasted a full season after land-
ing the permanent job,
betraying the general distrust
of stopgaps.

There had been exceptions

too. Like Fulham’s Chris Cole-
man in the early aughts. He
helped the Cottagers out of rel-
egation and was appointed
manager next season, when he
was only 32. He lasted four sea-
sons. Fulham’s Scot Parker is
another tale of success. Or slip-
ping further back, Aston Villa’s
Tony Parker, who engineered
their European Cup triumph.
The grandest success story
involves the Brazilian legend
Mario Zagallo. A shrewd tacti-
cian and an industrious winger,
who invented the deep-lying
winger role, his reappointment

History, perhaps, is a
source of cynicism.
In 34 Premier
League seasons, only
21 caretaker
managers had their
jobmade

as Brazil’s manager before the
1970 World Cup was funnily
fascinating. His predecessor,
Jodo Saldanha, was ajournalist,
who managed part-time. The
story goesthat he was made the
manager so that the scrutinis-
ing Brazilian media at that time
would be softer in their criti-
cisms. Saldanha’s swaggering
side stormed through the
World Cup qualifiers, winning
all six games and belting 23
goals. But he committed the
blasphemy of announcing that
he would drop Pele from the
squad, citing that his eyesight
was deteriorating.

A communist in the era of
dictator Emilio Garrastazu
Meédici, he snubbed the latter’s
recommendation of picking his
favourite Dario. The brazen
manager, the rumour goes,
brandished agun atajournalist
during a press conference.

A lone defeat was all CBF
required to oust him. Zagallo
answered the SOS, and went to
shape a devastatingly brilliant
World Cup triumph, what most
pundits consider the most flaw-
less stroll of the title. His first
decision was torecall Pele. The
rest is history.

It’s the argument put forth
infavour of Carrick too. Thathe
knows the club’s DNA, even
though what constitutes Man-
chester United DNA is vague.
It’snotaclub, like Real Madrid,
now run by the interim Alvaro
Arbeloa, a former full-back of
the world’s most glamorous
club, but not one of the Galac-
ticos, that flourishes on sys-
tems and structures. Its ethos
are shaped and driven by a per-
sonality cult. A legend of the
club, he has stature, but with-
out the aura.

The case against him is the
precedent of Solskjaer, who suf-
fered in the long run. A similar
fate could befall on Carrick too,
even if rides United to Euro-
pean qualification. He might
have beaten the two foremost
teams of his time in his first two
games in charge, but he might
not get a permanent gig next
season. It’s the fate of care-
takers.

Kalinga Lancers players and coaching staff with the trophy. HiL

Odisha-based Lancers
beat Ranchitobe
crowned HIL champs

Scoreline

KALINGA RANCHI
3 ' 2
' Hendrickx 4’, 27’ |Hundal 9 |
'Dilpreet 25’ |Boon 59° |

Express News Service
Mumbai, January 26

KALINGA LANCERS edged
past Ranchi Royals 3-2 in a
gripping final to lift the men’s
Hockey India League (HIL) title
in front of a partisan home
crowd at the Kalinga Hockey
Stadium in Bhubaneswar on
Monday.

Putunder extreme pressure
in the closing stages, the
Lancers held their nervein a
high-quality contest to secure
the championship, with Alex-
ander Hendrickx and Dilpreet
Singh delivering the decisive
goals. Hendrickx struck twice
(4, 27°) through his trademark
dragflicks, while Dilpreet Singh
(25°) added a crucial goal from
close range.

Ranchi Royals fought until
the very end, finding the net
through Araijeet Singh Hundal
(9’) and captain Tom Boon (59°),
but ultimately fell just short in
apulsating finish.

Both teams began the final
with intensity, pressing high
and creating early circle entries
astheylooked to assert control.
The Lancers struck first in the
fourth minute after earning
back-to-back penalty corners.
Hendrickx stepped up and un-
leashed a fierce dragflick that
beat Ranchi Royals goalkeeper
Suraj Karkera to give the hosts
an early advantage.

Ranchi Royals responded
swiftly and in style. In the ninth
minute, Yashdeep Siwach pro-
duced a clever aerial pass from
the left flank to switch play,
finding Araijeet Singh Hundal
inside the circle. Hundal
showed excellent control to
bring the ball down before
smashing a powerful shot past
the goalkeeper to restore parity.

The second quarter proved
decisive as Vedanta Kalinga
Lancers seized control. While
Ranchi Royals continued to
show attacking intent, a series
of penalty corners swung mo-
mentum firmly in the Lancers’
favour. In the 25th minute,
Hendrickx’s dragflick was in-

itially saved, but Dilpreet Singh
reacted quickest to the re-
bound, calmly slotting the ball
home. Just two minutes later,
Hendrickx converted another
penalty corner, firing a thun-
derous dragflick into the top
right corner to give the Lancers
a3-1lead at halftime.

Ranchi Royals dominated
possession in the third quarter
and pushed hard to get back
into the contest. Captain Tom
Boon saw his penalty-corner ef-
fort blocked by the first rusher,
while Araijeet Singh Hundal
came close again late in the
quarter only tobe denied by an
excellent save from goalkeeper
Krishan Bahadur Pathak.

The Royals threw every-
thing forward in the final
quarter, but Pathak produced a
series of outstanding saves,
denying Sam Lane, Boon and
Nilam Sanjeep Xess. Boon fi-
nally pulled one back from a
penalty corner in the 59th min-
ute, but time ran out as Vedanta
Kalinga Lancers held on to
claim a memorable HIL title
triumph at home.

The Hockey India League
also announced a total prize
purse of Rs 6 Crore following
the final. The champions, Kal-
inga Lancers, received Rs 3
Crore, while runners-up Ran-
chi Royals took home Rs 2
Crore. Hyderabad Toofans,
who defeated HIL GC earlier in
the day to finish third, were
awarded Rs1Crore.

In a high-scoring thriller,
Amandeep Lakra (30°, 53)
bagged a brace with Nilakanta
Sharma (24’) and Jacob Ander-
son (33’) also getting on the
scoresheet for the Toofans.
Meanwhile, Sam Ward (14’, 52)
scored twice with Kane Russell
(585’) were on target for HIL GC.

Among individual award
winners, Tamil Nadu Dragons
goalkeeper Prince Deep Singh
was named Best Goalkeeper of
the Tournament, while Talem
Priyobarta of HIL GC won the
Upcoming Player of the Tour-
nament award. Both players re-
ceived Rs10 Lakh each. Ranchi
Royals skipper Boon finished as
the Top Scorer of the Tourna-
ment with 19 goalsand was also
awarded Rs 10 Lakh.

Hyderabad Toofans’ Aman-
deep Lakra was crowned the
Player of the Tournament and
received Rs 20 Lakh.

Not going to answer what
happens next: Carrick

Reuters
London, January 26

MANCHESTER UNITED'S
stand-in manager Michael Car-
rick continued his dream start
to his second stint in the posi-
tion with victory at Arsenal on
Sunday and said his team must
ride the wave of confidence
that has swept away the Old
Trafford gloom.

Carrick answered United's
call in the wake of Ruben Amo-
rim's sacking and his two
games in charge have seen a 2-
0 win against Manchester City
and a thrilling 3-2 victory at
leaders Arsenal. "We've got to
rideitand use the emotion, you
have got to use the energy and
use the confidence," Carrick,
whose team moved up to
fourth, said. "You have gottobe
humble enough to understand
how we could just achieve these
two big results.”

United had to dig deep on
Sunday as Arsenal bossed the
opening half-hour and led
through a Lisandro Martinez
own goal. But Bryan Mbeumo
was gifted an equaliser and
stunning goals by Patrick
Dorgu and Matheus Cunha in
the second half sealed a first
United league win at Arsenal

I’m enjoying it

andI'll
continue to do what I
can.Iknow from our
perspectiveit’s just
about moving
forward to the next
game.”

MICHAEL CARRICK
ONHIS FUTURE

since 2017. "The goals were fan-
tastic goals and some of the
football was good, and we
looked dangerous at certain
times," Carrick said. "Other
times we had to defend, but it
was just a performance with a
bit of everything, really."

With Carrick placed in
charge until the end of the sea-
son thistime, he hasthe chance
tostake his claim for the role on
a permanent basis and his stock
has risen rapidly. "What
happens next I'm not going to
be answering it every week.
I'menjoyingitandI'll continue
todowhatIcan," hesaid when
asked about his ambition. "I
know from our perspective it's
just about moving forward to
the next game.”
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